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“NDERWEST 


W O R L D 
proudly present their 
Ave, Scotland Country & Western Festival © 


Starring »* yY 


BILLIE JO SPEARS MANSON GRANT & THE DYNAMOS 
SIDNEY DEVINE BOB McKINLAY & DIXIE FRIED 
THE KELVIN HENDERSON BAND 
fe ao GEORGE MOODY 
GERRY FORD 

SPILL THE BEANS CAROLE GORDON & BOB NEWMAN 
MEL HAGUE BAND SCOTS COUNTRY COMFORT 
LOUISIANA HELLRAISERS CAROL & BOBBY SILVER 
STU PAGE & REMUDA T.P. STUBBS 
RUBY RENDALL & CIMARRON | ECHO MOUNTAIN COUNTRY BAND 
HILLSIDERS SPELLBOUND 
THE SHACKBAND BUCKBOARD 
JAN MARK & DAVID LORD & COUNTRY GOLD 
NORMAN RUSSELL COUNTRY DAWN 
MOAT BROTHERS NEBRASKA 
SANDI HART DESPERADO 
THE DUKE BOYS JEANNIE SINCLAIR 
WHITE LINE FEVER MONTANA 

24/27th SEPT ’88 WESTERN RODEO BAND TERRY EDWARDS 

COUNTRY & WESTERN TOMMY TRUESDALE si tania ack Mere eco ane eam 


FESTIVAL TARIFF 


HALF BOARD: (ADULT 15 OR OVER) 
COUNTY SUITES £85 STANDARD £70 
BUDGET £55 


SELF CATERING: 

PRICES UP TO 4 PERSONS 

DELUXE CARAVAN £110 

COUNTY SUITES £100 

BUDGET £90 

EXTRA ADULT OR CHILD 

£19 PER WEEK PER PERSON 
OPTIONAL SUPPLEMENTS: HALF BOARD 
ALL PRICES EXCLUSIVE OF VAT 


Reservations call 
FREE. (0800) 
FR SBO556. 


a THE RANK ORGANISATI ON 


WHY NOT BRING A PARTY OF 20 OR MORE AND EVERYONE GETS 5% OFF, 
* WHAT?’S MORE, THE ORGANISER COMES FREE. 
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LOUDILLA. LORETTA & KAY JOHNSON 


@ Less than two months remain 
before Music City U.S.A. welcomes 
thousands of fans to the 17th Annual 
International Country Music Fan Fair, 
to be held June 6-12 at the Tennessee 
State Fair Grounds. The annual 
Bluegrass Show on Monday, June 6, 
will kick off the week of kaleidoscopic 
fun, which will feature more than 30 
hours of live performances, the All 
American Country Games, exhibit 
booths, visits to the Country Music Hall 
of Fame & Museum, Opryland U.S.A., 
and the historic Ryman Auditorium 
before ending with the annual Grand 
Masters Fiddling Contest on Sunday, 
June 12. Voice Of America, the global 
radio network of the United States 
Information Agency, is conducting a 
write-in-essay contest for listeners of 
its ‘Country Music U.S.A.’ program 
hosted by Judith Massa. The winner of 
the contest, entitled ‘What Country 
Music Means To Me’, will be flown 
with one guest to Washington D.C. for 
three days and then on to Fan Fair ‘88 
for a week. According to Massa more 
than 2000 entries had been received by 
the March 25th deadline. 


@ The International Fan Club 
Organisation (IFCO) is gearing-up for 
it’s 21st Annual Show and Dinner on 
Friday evening, June 10. The closing 
event of Fan Fair week - and the only 
one staged at the Fair Grounds which 
requires a separate ticket from the 
sixty dollar registration package - the 
FCO show is traditionally one of the 
highlights of the celebration. Among 
the performers on this year’s IFCO 
presentation will be Gary Morris, Patty 
Loveless, Tom Wopat, Keith Whitley 
and Joe Barnhill with more talent 
announcements to be made shortly. 


@ Dolly Parton's hot schedule 
included Pigeon Forge, TN., for a big 
parade on the evening of April 29, and 
she's at Dollywood for opening week- 
end on April 30th and May 1. Dolly 
also joined Kenny Rogers in New. York 
(April 20) for a gala to help the RP 
Foundation Fighting Blindness. 


NEWS BRIEFS: Reba McEntire has 
been named honorary chairwoman of 
the United Way campaign for Middle 
Tennessee. The Gatlin Brothers 
entertain in Washington, D.C. during 
the ‘Say Yes To Life’ celebration. The 
event was part of Nancy Reagan's ‘Just 
Say No’ anti-drug 


program. 


Ww 
on 


@ Hank Williams, Jr. is lending a 
hand to the nationwide campaign to get 
waterfowl hunters to stop using toxic 
lead shotgun pellets, according to 
Tennessee Wildlife Resources Agency 
spokesman. Hank will be seen and 
heard via TV, radio and newspapers as 
he urges hunters to ‘get the lead 

out’. Wildlife officials say waterfowl! 
swallow the poisonous lead shotgun 
pellets while feeding on lake and 
marsh bottoms. Williams also joins 
Randy Travis as co-chairman of the 
Dreamship, Inc. project. Dreamship is 
a non-profit organisation dedicated to 
improving the quality of life for the 
mentally handicapped. Working in 
cooperation with Local 257 of the 
Nashville Association of Musicians, 
Dreamship stages periodic concerts 
and other activities to raise money for 
playground equipment and various 
educational needs. 


on 150 radio stations around the 
country. Dwight Yoakam recently dida 
national Coke spot with Pete Anderson 
on guitar. Riders In The Sky put their 
musical stamp on a radio commercial 
for Budwiser. Wynonna Judd says she 
has started some serious weight 
training. Also advises she and Mama, 
Naomi are working on their next 
albums. One is due in June... a 
collection of their No.1 singles along 
with two new songs. A brand new 
album will be out the beginning of 
1989. Ed Bruce has recently done ads 
for McDonald's Chedder Melt, WSM 
Radio and Cenex. Dobie Gray for AT&T 
Communications. Lynn Anderson for 
teledisc, U.S.A. And Nat Stuckey for 
Rudy's Farms. 


@ The Judds won the Country Act Of 
The Year in the 1987 Performance 
magazine Readers Poll. The mother- 
daughter team formerly won Rookie of 
the Year and Country Breakout of the 
Year in the 1984 poll. Restless Heart 


MONTHLY BULLETIN BOARD 


@ Incase you haven't already heard, 
T. Graham Brown and his Hard Tops 
band are set to take part in an 
upcoming movie Heartbreak Hotel, 
starring David Keithas Elvis. The Hard 
Tops will play Elvis’ band, while T. will 
fill a supporting role as a bodyguard in 
the film. which will begin filming 
shortly in Austin, TX, and T. has been 
expressing his views ina current Pasta 
Express TV commercial he’s also done 
a new McDonald's television ad. 


@ Incelebration of National Cable 
Month and TNN's fifth anniversary 
Nashville Now telecast from the 
Treasure Island Resort on the Grand 
Cayman Island (April 11 through April 
15). Among those guesting Randy 
Travis, Gene Watson, Eddie Rabbitt, 
Con Hunley, Mel Tillis, Hoyt Axton, 
Loretta Lynn and Conway Twitty. 


@ Gary Morris has been named 
National Spokesperson for the 
National Ataxia Foundation. A 
concentrated effort is being made to 
focus attention on and educate the 
general public to hereditary 

ataxia. Ataxia is due to a number of 
related neurological disorders, 
causing slow, progressive 
deterioration of nerve cells in the 
spinal cord and cerebellum. Ataxia 
and related disorders affect an 
estimated 150,000 persons of all ages 
and both sexes in the United 

States. Ataxia is difficult to diagnose 
and is commonly misdiagnosed as 
multiple sclerosis. 


The words that go 


with the music 


@ Original Sons Of The Pioneers are 
currently celebrating their 55th year of 
non-stop entertainment. Hoyt Axton 
finally returns to the recording studios 
this month. The sessions are set in 
Nashville with Buddy Killen 
Producing. Nicolette Larson could be 
seen driving in the Long Beach Grand 
Prix in California (April 16). The 
Judds’ USO Celebrity Tour, a one-hour 
special scheduled to air on TNN in 
March. has been rescheduled for 
viewing on May 14 with repeats the 18, 
19 and 20th. 


NEWS BRIEF: Ricky Skaggs will 
produce a bluegrass album for Dolly 
Parton this summer. Word is, Skaggs 
may also contribute some back up 
vocals and instrumentation. K.T. 
Oslin, Willie Nelson, The Oak Ridge 
Boys and Ralph Emery host the first 
TNN Viewers’ Choice Awards. 
Immediately following the 

Awards, celebrities, guests and 
leaders in the television and music 
industries will celebrate at a black tie 
gala in the Grand Ole Opry House. The 
90-minute Awards Show, was carried 


is the 1987 New Country Act 

winner. The surprise winner may have 
been k.d. lang who didn’t win in the 
country competition but who did win 
the New Female Vocalist of the Year 
title. 


@ Willie Nelson will appear with 
Frank Sinatra and Isaac Stern in an 
all-star salute to honor the 100th 
birthday of Irving Berlin on May 11 in 
New York's Carnegie Hall. The show 
will be taped for later viewing on 
CBS. Heart Worn Memories, a 
personal biography of Nelson by his 
daughter, Susie Nelson is just out from 
Pocket Books in New York. 


NEWS BRIEFS: Holly Dunn is in the 
midst of recording her third MTM 
album, for which she has written a 
majority of the songs. Slated for late 
spring release, the album will be titled 
Across The Rio Grande. Label-mate 
Judy Rodman has her Goin’ To Work 
single on the market. Judy's next 
album, produced by Garth Fundis, is 
scheduled for July release. The 
Statler Brothers guest-hosted TNN’s 
popular Nashville Now show (April 
29). Patty Loveless is scheduled for 
four concerts with Kenny Rogers this 
month, immediately following her 
return stateside from a string of 
festival dates in Europe. Willie has 
joined Bausch & Lomb's ‘Great 
Performers’ team to promote Ray-Ban 
sunglasses. The ads featuring Nelson 
will appear in general interest and 
music publications throughout 
1988. And speaking of whom... 
Nelson's Stardust, which already holds 
the record for length of time in 
Billboard's country album chart, is 
climbing towards its 500th week 
there. The Columbia album spawned 
such top ten country hits as Blue Skies 
and Georgia On My Mind. 


@ According to a David Zimmerman 
feature in USA Today (Tuesday, March 
29, 1988), there is a ‘new push to win 
non-country listeners for new 
Nashville's strange cast of 
characters.’ Zimmerman writes, 
‘Even country purist Randy Travis is 
widening his scope, although his 
albums now sell 2 million copies with 
no pop exposure. His just released 
single, | Told You So, will be the first 
one to be pushed to adult 
contemporary (AC) stations, which 
draw older pop audiences. 


Zimmerman points out 
that record executives privately say 
they're pushing for crossover ‘partly 
because they're fed up with country 
Stations that emphasize oldies at the 
expense of new material.’ Cautions 
Zimmerman, ‘The attempt to be all 
things to all stations can 

backfire. Country station executives in 
Tampa-st. Petersburg, Fla., were 
reported to be ‘real upset’ after Travis 
appeared on a local rock station.’ 
Asserts Zimmerman, ‘Travis is too big 
- and too country to be hurt by 
accusations of disloyalty. But other 
performers including Tanya Tucker - 
have spent years rebuilding their 
country credibility following attempts 
to move into rock or pop’. 


@ Marie Osmond is hard at work 
gearing-up for the 6th annual 
Children’s Miracle Network Telethon, 
of which she is co-chairperson. This 
year’s event will be seen in seven 
countries on over 180 television 
Stations. The telethon will originate 
from Disneyland with live hook-ups to 
Disneyworld and Tokyo 

Disneyland. The '88 Telethon, staged 
on June 4 and 5 will be the largest 
money-generating telethon in the 
history of television. Over $41 million 
was raised last year and this year’s 
goal is to reach the fifty million mark. 


@ The Virginia State Police are using 
the Statler Brothers’ hit Count On Me as 
the theme for their DARE (Drug Abuse 
Resistance Education) To Say No 
program, which will be used in schools 
throughout the state. The Statlers also 
narrated the video, which includes 
footage of the foursome in their former 
grade school office in Staunton. But 
that’s not all the Statlers are doing for 
their home state. They will also act as 
the co-chairmen for the Society To 
Prevent Blindness in '88. 


@ Barbara Mandrell reports that her 
eldest son, Matthew Dudney has 
chosen Abilene Christian University to 
further his educational career next 
year. Barbara is slated for the 
recording studio this month, working 
on a new album project with Tom 
Collins and Jim Foglesong. Speaking 
of Barbara, she, in conjunction with 
Delta Airlines, has enlisted a host of 
TV, sports and music stars to take part 
in her Celebrity Softball Classic on 
June 3in Nashville. Proceeds from the 
game will benefit Vanderbilt 
University’s Medical Center 
Transplantation Program. Mandrell 
says. ‘Our primary goal is to increase 
awareness on a national level that 
organs are needed to save people's 
lives.” AT&T Long Distance Gift 
Certificates and Beaman Pepsi / 
Nashville are also helping to sponsor 
the event. Participating in the game 
along with Barbara and her sisters 
Louise and Irlene will be: Roy Acuff, 
Lucille Ball, Dick Clark, Patrick Duffy, 
Ralph Emery, Morgan Fairchild, 
Minnie Pearl, Frank Gifford, Bob Hope, 
Gladys Knight, Emmanuel Lewis. 
Willie Nelson, Walter Payton, Ahmad 
Rashad, Phylicia Rashad, Herschel 
Walker, Danny White, Betty White and 
Oprah Winfrey. 


@ Loretta Lynn and Conway Twitty's 
March 8th appearance on Ralph 
Emery’s Nashville Now proved to be a 
winning combination for The Nashville 
Network. During that time period (8.00 
- 9.00 p.m. Eastern), TNN earned a 2.7 
rating, beating out the other basic 
cable networks. This Lynn-Twitty 
edition of ‘Nashville Now’ received a 
5.1 program rating, which is the sum of 
the original telecast and the repeats in 
a 24 hour period, representing over 
2.000.000 households. 


@ Hee Haw taped its 20th anniversary 
2-hour special on March 30 at the Lazy 
E Arena in Gutherie, OK. Hosted by 
Roy Clark, the show aired April 15th, 
featuring a star-studded lineup that 
included Loretta Lynn, George Jones, 
T.Graham Brown, Ricky Skaggs, Holly 
Dunn, Minnie Pearl and more. 


@ Pollster trade information service 
advises that Alabama was the top- 
grossing country act on the road in 
1987. With their 127 dates, the group 
did a hefty $17.6 million. 


@ T.Graham Brown. 
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20th 
Annual Wembley 


Internationa 
Festival of 
Country 
Music 


Saturday Show 2nd April 
By Pete Griffin 


@ Festival Openers, British Band West Coast, introduced by 
Gerry Ford were impressive in their brief spot, before 
backing Stonewall Jackson who despite the enthusiasm of 
the band failed totally to impress me. ‘Freddy Steady’ who 
had Wes McGee in his backing band lifted things with ‘l Hear 
Neon Angels Sing’ and ‘I Like Whisky’ an Act | would have 
liked to hear more than a few minutes of. Next camea lovely 
spot from Mary Duff backed by Daniel O’Donnell’s Band, 
‘Pick Me Up On Your Way Down’, ‘Daddys Hands’ and 
“Chicken Every Sunday’ earned her a deserved 

ovation. Gerry Ford completed his short stint as compere by 
introducing ‘The Evergreen’ George Hamilton IV with 
Colorado providing the backing, ‘Travelling Light’ ‘The Way 
Old Friends Do’ and ‘England’ went well before George (V) 
joined dad on stage to sing ‘She Says’ and duet on ‘Abiline’, 
George Senior finished with ‘Someday I'll Be Satisfied’ 
before dashing off, to reappear to introduce The Jordanaires 
from the comperes rostrum. Long associated with Elvis The 
Jordanaires backed by top session musicians from Nashville 
became one of the ‘Hits of the Festival’, not surprising as 
their close harmonies on ‘I Can't Help Falling In Love With 
You’, ‘Crying In The Chapel’, ‘On Judgement Day’ and ‘Didn't 
It Rain’ were outstanding. | thought the ovation they 
received was well deserved. 


@ Instead of an interval Mervyn Conn presented his annual 
The Hubert Long Awards to Mick Clerkin of Ritz Records and 
to Wally Whyton for Country Club his ‘Marty Robbins 
Memorial Award’ went to Loretta Lynn, in her absence this 
was accepted on her behalf by Jo Walker-Meador of the CMA. 


@ Colorado were given just twenty five minutes but oh how 
Britains number one band made use of every precious 
second, ‘Back To The Country’ followed by ‘The Dark Island’ 
with a Scottish Piper involved, instrumental on ‘Going To An 
Orkney Barn Dance’, ‘Will The Circle...’ and then their superb 
‘Green Fields Of France’ and ‘Let Me Rest’, their deserved 
encore involved all five of the band jigging and playing some 
‘roots of home’ music. Their performance received the 
biggest ovation so far and they certainly deserved a longer 
spot. 


@ Next came Daniel O'Donnell who began with ‘Stand 
Beside Me’ followed by a medley of old favourites after 
which came ‘Pretty Little Girl From Omagh’ and ‘Don't Forget 
To Remember’. ‘Just As Long As You Love Me’ preceeded a 
medley of songs popularised by Jim Reeves, ‘Wooden Heart’ 
came next, then ‘I Need You Honest! Do’, ‘Act Naturally’ and 
“Danny Boy’. (Wind up time arrived with) ‘It's ALong Way To 
Tipperary’ (and an even longer way from country music), 
‘Pack Up Your Troubles’ and ‘If Your Irish’. There’s no 
doubting it was a performance that the paying audience 
enjoyed! 


@ | thought Patty Loveless was nowhere near as good as 
last year. ‘It’s So Good To Be In Love’, ‘Lonely Days And 
Lonely Nights’, ‘| Did’, ‘Blue Is Not A Word’, ‘Your Everything 
To Me’, ‘lf My Heart Had Windows’, ‘A Little Bit In Love’. 
‘After All’, and ‘| Fall To Pieces’ all seemed underdone, one 
of my main disappointments of the evening. 


@ After a long interval for a changeover, Bonny Owens 
tested the sound with ‘Cowboys Sweetheart’ and ‘Some Days 
Are Diamonds’ before making way for the main attraction 
Merle Haggard, who began with ‘Going Where The Lonely 
Go’ much to the delight of the audience. With Merle on 
guitar and Bonny on harmony vocals there were eleven 
‘Strangers’ on stage, Trombone, Saxaphone, Pedal Steel 
Guitar, Fiddle, Keyboards, Drums, Bass, Rhythm Guitar and 
Lead Guitar, Strangers in title only, for their togetherness 
was superbly brilliant. Giving the band opportunities to 
shine was something | really enjoyed even though it meant 
hearing less of Merles songs, what there were, were 
performed superbly. Then part way through ‘Okie From 
Muskokee’ he was joined on stage by surprise quest Tammy 
Wynette who dueted on ‘Today | Started Loving You Again’. 


@ ‘Faded Love’ and ‘Chill Factor’ brought this all too 

brief performance to a close. gaining a rapturous 
applause. The man was gone but the memory of the 
performance from Merle Haggard and The Strangers will be 
retained by those who witnessed it for many a long day. 


SUNDAY REVIEW 3rd April 
By Pete Smith 


@ SARAH JORY, the eighteen year old ‘Princess of the Steel 
Guitar’, had the uneviable task of opening Sundays 

show. Backed by a tight trio which included another steel 
guitarist, DEREK THURLBY, on lead guitar, Sarah's four 
instrumentals and one vocal went down extremely 

well. Sarah, though still of tender years, she was not over- 
awed by the occasion being confident of her talents. 


@ In contrast the UNITED STEELS OF EUROPE went down 
like a concrete parachute. Billed as featuring four steels, but 
at first only three appeared, playing what | thought was more 
of an ego trip rather than music to entertain an assembled 
audience. After a mix up in timing, JODLE BIRGE joined 
them to provide a very average twenty minutes. CHARLIE 
McCOY’s harmonica virtuosity lifted the audience's spirits, 
one hundred percent with a flawless set that included ‘Today 
| started Loving You Again’, ‘Shenandoah’ and the obligatory 
“Orange Blossom Special’. 


@ Closing what should have been the first half was the 
sensation of last year’s festival, LEON EVERETTE & 
HURRICANE. It is hard to describe this act to anyone who 
hasn’tseenthem. They seem to possess more energy thana 
nuclear reactor and the excitement they generate could be 
dangerous to anyone in less than eighty percent good 
health. The six piece ‘Hurricane’, featuring keys, harp, steel 
and fiddle. were an all singing, all picking, all dancing 
combo, and their double encore was doubly deserved... and 
with a set running at 63 minutes, this must be the longest yet 
for an ‘early’ act. 


@ MARGO SMITH was very well received, though for me, in 
the Yorkshire parlance, she has ‘too much rattle’. | enjoyed 
her singing and yodelling but could have done without her 
almost inane chatter and oft told jokes. 


@ Incontrast, unadvertised late addition PINTO BENNETT & 
THE FAMOUS MOTEL COWBOYS, were extremely short 

on talk and long on music as exemplified by eleven songs in 
34 minutes. Bennett and his band, featuring twin lead 
guitars, present a refreshing style of country. Essentially 
sounds of today, but steeped in traditionalism is the forte of 
the Famous Motel Cowboys. They should be brought back 
next year! 


@ For some reason the penultimate act, MICHAEL 
JOHNSON, did not appear. His absence was not explained, 
nor was that of the DESERT ROSE BAND, nor was he even 
mentioned. | assume that COLORADO’s short but sweet set 
and the stretching of Leon Everette’s set was to 
compensate... good though they were, we will never know! 


@ Top of the bill CRYSTAL GAYLE received a tremendous 
ovation. And why not. Though | detected very little country 
tradition in her act, it was a superlative display of live M.0.R. 
music. Crystal's one hour twenty minute show included all 
her early & latterday hits, a couple of duets with her bass 
player and her sister, PEGGY SUE, who also sang solo a 
couple of other sister (Loretta Lynn's) hits. The only thing to 
marr this show for me was the couple of minutes when 
Crystal’s four year old daughter bawled ‘Rocky Top’ down an 
increased volume microphone... but | don’t go in much for 
child stars, or should that be stars children?... Overall | feel 
this was a very mixed evening, and on balance, an 
entertaining one. 


Monday 4th April ... 


The Day The Festival 
Came To Life Again! 
By Mick Green 


@ After what | felt had been a quiet two days, with only one 
or two highlights interspread with more than a few flat spots 
it seemed appropriate that this year’s festival chose Monday 
to come alive again with the kind of programme featuring 
quality in depth that we have come to expect. 


@ Australia were Back In The Saddle Again as comperes 
and that was the first song sung by Randy Erwin as part of his 
unique form of western music which even included rope 
tricks ... he runs the risk of being called ropey! by the Gutter 
press. But his authentic feel and instrumentation | thought 
was pleasant. 


@ What can be said about Raymond Froggatt that has not 
already been said? Well, fora start that he appeared with 
virtually a new band and included sax, and he became the 
first act I've ever seen at Wembley to get a standing ovation 
at 5.20 pm ... something that no American act has ever 
achieved! Another thing that can be said is that it proved that 
if you put on the acts fans want they will turn up early. Allthe 
songs he wrote himself including the new one ‘Nice’ ... he did 
a false tab and came back for an encore which was just as 
well because with Mervyn frantically calling him back 
Australia somehow let him go off ... A great show that only 
included half-a-dozen songs but that had those hairs 
Standing up on the back of your neck. 


@ {t must have been tough for veteran Irish act Larry 
Cunningham to Just Walk On By after the reception given to 
Ray but he had a very pleasant if slightly dated set, that 
contrasted nicely with what had gone before 


WHY ME, LORD? 


@ Carroll Baker closed her set and the first half of the show 
with this number and the answer is because she had a great 
voice and gave a faultless performance. The Canadian 
lady's show had everything: self-penned songs, country 
classics, audience participation, excellent delivery and a 
voice that hit every note spot on. She had two back-up 
singers and a six-piece band, Colorado plus her pianist ... 
Baker's Half Dozen? ... and when she closed on her knees 
with Why Me, Lord, the place was in an uproar. Certainly 
one of the major highlights of this year’s festival, the lady 
was obviously unable to do an encore because the 
tremendous reaction had been so unexpected they had not 
rehearsed one and anyway how could she have matched that 
great closing song. SIMPLY SUPERB! 


LONELY DAYS AND WASTED NIGHTS 


@ Well it certainly wasn’t for Freddy Fender! The long-time 
festival favourite drew the ‘graveyard’ spot when many 
people are still having an interval and in addition he had to 
follow Ms Baker! But Colorado were on stage again (this 
meant they had appeared every night ... and been excellent 
each time!) With Willie to come Freddy had the audacity to 
include Whisky River. before tearing the place apart with 
songs like ‘Secret Love’ that he has become famous 

for. Again the crowd were on their feet and he encored with 
‘Before The Next Teardrop Falls’. 


| AM JUST A COUNTRY BOY 


@ fhe is anything. Albert Lee is just about the best lead 
guitarist in the world of country music. He has played with 
so many stars but always manages to stand out. Tonight he 
was here to front his own band and they opened with a very 
ball’sy ‘Ain't Nobody’ and you only needed to hear a dozen 
bars or so to realise that he had put together a British band 
that could stand alongside anyone. Obviously he featured 
‘Country Boy’ and “Luxury Liner’ but it was the interplay 
between Gerry Hogan’s steel and Albert's guitar on the more 
gentle ‘Hanging On’ that stood out for me. He had a great 
response from the audience and! am sure he is an act we will 
see at this and other festivals again. 


BLUEGRASS BLUES 


@ The festival was celebrating it's 20th anniversary sol was 
surprised that there was not one bluegrass band booked to 
appear all weekend, therefore Porch Pickin’ fans had to 
make do with (although make do is not the right words) The 
O'Kanes. The O’Kanes. although playing the music ina 
traditional style. have their own distinctive sound which! can 
only describe as root music with balls! All butone song was 
self-penned and they obtain that unique sound from using 
accordian. mandolin. fiddle and electric guitar as lead 
instruments with an upright bass and drums as the back line, 
and that strong back-line lifts it away from bluegrass. From 
the opening number of ‘That's All Right, Mama’ to their close 
with ‘Oh Darling’ it was always interesting to see what would 
happen next but despite a good response and calls for ‘more’ 
they were allowed to walk off without the aid of comperes 
because Australia had disappeared down under again! 


IF YOU'VE GOT THE MONEY. HONEY. I'VE GOT THE TIME 


@ Thisis exactly what the headliner told MervynConn. The 
amount of money being mentioned was a lot but somehow 
Mervyn gotit and in return he got the act that finally made his 
20th anniversary memorable. 


@ From the day itwas announced that he was not only going 
to headline but that he was going to do a full two-hour show it 
was only ever going to be one artist's festival. The flags of 
Texas were placed on the paddle steamer that was this 
year's stage theme. and the man walked on stage to a 
standing ovation from the nine and a half thousand or so 
present. At9 pm they opened with Whisky River. Two hours 
and 37 songs later he walked off stage to an even bigger 
Standing ovation. 


@ |t would be easy just to give a list of his songs. some very 
country some very MofR... It would be easy to mention his 
guitar which looks as worn and used as his face and sounds 
as distinctive as his voice... It would be easy to mention the 
superb band (the same line-up as last time he was here)... It 
would be easy to mention how many of the songs he had 
written himself. So why not, let's take the easy way out: for 
as most of the fans concerned ‘Loving Him Was Easier Than 
Anything They'd Ever Done Before!’ 


@ Whatis not so easy to put into words is the special magic 
that this man has. Wembley fans would normally boo 
anyone who sang Stardust. Georgia. Blue Skies. but. of 
course. he balanced that with, ‘Mama. Don’t Let Your Babies 
Grow Up To Be Cowboys’. ‘My Heroes Have Always Been 
Cowboys’. ‘On The Road Again’. ‘Blue Eyes Crying In The 
Rain’. etc... Wembley fans like fiddle and steel but The 
Family Band have neither. but they do have this unique and 
so variable sound. The fact was, that the ‘Red-Headed 
Stranger’ could do no wrong as far as this crowd were 
concerned and to Willie Nelson it was just another PICNIC! 
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@ After Wembley ’88 | am sure of just one fact: The thing that had 
made the biggest impression on me was the seat | sat on for the three 
days and I’m sure | will be carrying the injury forweeks to come! By the 
time Willie closed at 11 pm on Monday evening | had been perched on it 
for more than twenty hours! (1 know Willie likes doing his bit for the 
farmers, but mine were killing me!) 


a full two-hour show then a lot of his fans would not have made the 
effort. After all, up to £25 is a lot of money to pay, especially if you 
happen to think you will have to sit through a lot of make-weight acts to 
get your favourite. 


@ The empty seats in the Arena during the first half of the shows on 


Saturday and Sunday also proved that many of the fans were simply not 


@ Seriously though, | appreciate that Mervyn Conn can do little about 
the comfort of the venue or the prices at the bars, etc. or the licensing 
laws but after Twenty years is it not worth considering changes in the 

way the festival is organised? 


prepared to turn up early for what was on offer and | wonder if it would 
be better to have TWO separate shows a day, each with their own 
headliners, rather than one long one. This would mean that fans 
wouldn't have to pay so much and could pick and choose more who they 


wanted to see. This could also mean that the trade stands would have 


WEMBLEY .... 
TIME FOR A BIT 
OF FINE 
TUNING? 


@ It's fair to say:- This year the attendance wasn't that good on the 
opening night. worse on the Sunday but luckily almost full on the 
Monday. All of which indicates to me that the fans knew their music, 
because | thought Monday was by far the best show (in depth). But! 
think that had it not been announced that Willie Nelson was going to do 


more people to sell to!? 
LESS ACTS... 


@ | would also like to see a lot less acts but those that do appear 
getting a much longer spot. Ifthis year’s festival proved anything it was 
that British Country acts like Colorado, Raymond Froggatt and Albert 
Lee can stand shoulder to shoulder with anyone, all being of world- 
Class quality particularly the first two getting estatic reactions from the 
audience. Like him or hate him Daniel O'Donnell is another man witha 
large following and a man who conjures up a special magic. 


@ Two other acts that would obviously have benefited from more time 
were Carroll Baker and Leon Everette (who was probably the 
outstanding success again this year) and then if Merle Haggard had 
been given (or was prepared to do?) the same amount of time as Willie 
then perhaps we would have got to hear those old favourites like 
Branded Man, The Bottle Let Me Down, etc., that left so many fans upset 
when he left them out?... | appreciate that making it two shows per day 


| Can’t Get You Off My 
Mind ... or Turntable 


@ Patty Loveless is young, pretty, talented, has a great voice and is also 
lucky! | say that because her career seems to be building nicely rather than 
one of those meteoric rises that burn out as quickly as they go up. 


@ Fansin Britain first heard her and of her when her first album simply titled 
Patty Loveless was released just before her UK debut performance at 
Wembley’s Festival in 1987. The lady came on stage unknown and walked 
off half an hour later with enough new fans to virtually make sure she was 
rebooked for this year ... and she did it with virtually all original songs written 
by her and her friends. 


@ One year on she has a second album available in the UK and a second 
successful show at the festival but this time apparently in a better spot, 
(immediately before Merle Haggard) but it proved a double-edged sword as 
it immediately followed Eire’s new ‘White hope’ Daniel O'Donnell and 
whoever set up her P.A. didn’t help her cause... Again however, she stuck 
to songs from the two albums, and won over more fans and encored with a 
superb version of ‘I Fall To Pieces’. Although | doubt if she ever will because 
this lady is very professional, and off stage as well as on, knows exactly what 
she is trying to do, she also has time for the media and fans alike, realising 
that there’s still a lot of hard work left to do... This is why | say she is lucky, 


go quickly... Something so many young artists don’t seem to appreciate. 


@ A track from her second album ‘If My Heart Had Windows’ is currently in 
the Top Ten and she is on the playlist of 140 of the 167 stations Billboard use 
for their charts, and this is remarkable for so new an artist. In addition to that 
she has recently played 29 straight one nighters on the American West 
Coast, an area where it is difficult for country acts to break, now she will play 
all the dates on the Kenny Rogers tour this year, plus some of the Oakridge 
Boys, also has dates working with Lee Greenwood, and the Bellamy 
Brothers. For anew act this is certainly living in the fast lane and won't do 
her career any harm. 
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Mick Green says... 


means a lot more administration problems and further trouble with 
sound checks but if you had less acts you would need less sound checks 
and other festivals manage it. 


TV or not TV that is the question! 


@ There has been much oration this year, over the fact that the 
festivals long running sponsor dropped out because the BBC were not 
prepared to cover a music event sponsored by a tobacco company. We 
all know that major sponsors won’t want to know without TV but apart 
from that! often wonder what benefits the current TV coverage does for 
this event? 


My own view is that what is actually shown on TV encourages few 
people to attend, it often does little to promote country music, and 
although country stars like Willie Nelson may not be the prettiest 
people in the world those that have paid for good seats would rather 
look at him than at the backside of Television cameramen! In addition 
to that the BBC continually lay down rules regarding photographs and 
get in the way of the more active acts with their huge cameras... 


@ Finally let’s all congratulate Mr Conn on surviving 20 years, it 
cannot have been easy especially the last few years, and he hasn’t been 
free of criticism but we have all to remember the amount of country 
music on offer in Britain when he started and must be grateful for the 
interest that has developed out of those early days. Mervyn Conn once 
promised me that he would pack it up the day the critics agreed he'd got 
it right. Judging by this year he'll be with us for a long while yet. But 
thanks anyway, Mervyn, and here’s to the 40th! 


jz 


@ Her growing popularity is further shown by the fact that during Fan Fair 
she will not only be playing on the MCA show but on prestigious IFCO 
(International Fan Club Organisation) show on Friday night and the Charlie 
Douglas Show. 


® Talking to Patty you soon realise that songs are so important to her and 
she went out of her way to point out that none of her own songs are on the 

current album because she simply did not think that any were suitable and 
she was not going to include them just as an ego trip. 


@ Youalsorealise that she wants to be part of the band, not ‘Patty Loveless 
and the Patty Loveless Band’... she needs to be a part of it, not leading it and 
she is very proud of her relationship with not only her band but with the 
songwriters she is associated with, and claims she has been lucky... and 
again she made sure | was aware that Karen Staley, who wrote her first hit, 


because she knows well, that success does not come easy. Also that it can 
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PATTY 
LOVELESS .. 


THE HARD WAY TO PETERBORO’ 


@ Ifyou live in Charlton you are approximately 125 miles away from 
Peterborough which may not seem so far in the car or when you let the train 
take the strain. but when you decide to run there for charity itis the equivalent 
of running five marathons on the trot (if you'll excuse the pun)! 

Yet this is exactly what country music DJ Cliff Stevens did last summer 


@ Cliff is a popular quy around the south London area and because he 
suffers from arthritis himself and is going to have to have joint replacement 
he decided to do a sponsored run on behalf of the Arthritis Investigation in 
Juveniles (Arthritis Research Council) and the Burns unit, Queen Elizabeth I! 
Military Hospital and he had no sooner made the announcement and gone 
into training than things in his personal life started going wrong 


@ A week before the run was due to start the transport he used for his DJ 
show and that he planned to use as a support vehicle broke down and Cliff 
was forced to buy another one. The day before he was due to run the new 


van was vandalised and amongst other things the windscreen was 
smashed. so Cliff started off with the van supposedly catching him up on 
route and we all know what the weather was like before Peterborough. 
Noah had just started building another Ark! Cliff completed the first day 
accompanied by other runners but they had to leave and having got the van 
windscreen repaired it now developed engine trouble and broke down on the 
road 


@ Cliff found out the meaning of the loneliness of the long distance runner as 
he carried on without a change of clothes or trainers and Noah was still 
building his Ark! The van was towed home and repairs started but it was 
obvious they were not going to be done intime. Cliff carried on the third and 
fourth days without support merely logging in at the agreed places on 

route. Noah stopped building his Ark... it was raining too hard! 


@ Cliff was due to play his Disco at the outside arena at Peterborough but 
had no van to get his gear there. let alone support him! Eventually his 
partner. Ted hired a van, which over August Bank Holiday cost more than his 


will have her own first 
album out soon. 


THE NEW ALBUM 


@ Patty has been 
lucky in another way too. All too often the second album 
of an artist is not as strong as the first, usually because of the lack of time to 
prepare it but ‘If My Heart Had Windows ' is even better than the original Patty 
Loveless. | think there are six excellent tracks: The title song has the feel of a 
country classic with steel and fiddle wailing away; So Good To Be In Loveisa 
great track with a rocky feel to open up with; You Saved Meis anice ballad; A 
Little Bit In Love With You is a Steve Earle track that really swings along; A 
Little On The Lonely Side has a dramatic presentation but my favourite track 
is a western swing version of the Hank Williams song | Can't Get You Off My 
Mind. The whole album has been excellently put together offering such light 
and shade and various changes of pace, that you can but it in complete 
confidence, and it’s totally country. 


® Patty intends to return here again, but maybe not until next year. She 
tells C.M.R.U. that she would like to tour with Dwight Yoakam, who comes 
from the same part of Kentucky, and Steve Earle. 

@ Will Patty Loveless ever be asuperstar?... It's hardto tell... Only the lady 
herself and the fans can decide that ... but | fell she’s certainly made an 
excellent start. 


fee for the whole weekend. and managed to get it to the site an hour before 
Cliffranin. Cliffworked the whole weekend with feet covered in blisters and 
knowing he was broke! 


@ The following six months were not too pleasant for Cliff either. He was 
made redundant due to cut backs at the college where he worked, he lost his 
home and ended up in hospital for a very painful operation. | won't say 
where but he didn’t sit on those hard wooden Wembley seats for long, and at 
the time of writing this he is awaiting yet another operation. 


@ The latest news on Cliff is that during February he handed over 
sponsorship cheques. that totalled in the region of £1000 to benefit the 
elected charities. | don’t know what your opinion is, but | think that he 
received poor support, considering all the effort he put in!? Cliff will be 
working at Peterborough again this year so how about thanking him then and 
if anyone feels they want to send anything I'm sure the Editor of this paper 
will be glad to pass on any donation cheques, made out to the appropriate 
charity named above on behalf of Cliff. 
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ALTERNATIVE 


@ | may have inadvertently caused a little confusion as to Rosie Flores’ birthplace 
in last month's News File, in which | referred to her as an ‘L.A. Lady’. | merely 
intended to establish that her sound, her appearance on ‘A Town South Of 
Bakersfield’ and her strong connections with producer Pete Anderson make her an 
integral part of the L.A. country scene. Rosie actually hails from San Antonio, 
Texas, and is currently planning to move to the hotbed of musical activity, Austin. 


@ The 24th Cambridge Folk Festival at the usual site - 29, 30, 31 July, have 
already announced Christy Moore, Nick Lowe, Martin Carthy, Kathryn Tickell and 
that excellent American outfit 10,000 Maniacs. 


@ Ry Cooder begins his first British dates since 1983 this month, appearing at 
Brighton Centre and Birmingham NEC. He returns in June to play the Wembley 
Arena and Manchester Apollo. His current group The Moula-Banda Rhythm Aces, 
will feature Flaco Jimenez, Jim Dickinson, Jorge Calderon, Willie Greene, Jim 
Keltner, Bobby King, Steve Douglas and Terry Evans. (Methinks | shall ‘Get 
Rhythm’ at one of these venues, if not more). 


@ Since fulfilling their five album obligation to Miles Copeland's IRS Records, 
R.E.M. have had enticing offers by major labels eager to secure their 
signitures. After weeks of speculation, the band have finally opted to leave the 
company which helped them rise to international prominence and accept a four 
album worldwide deal with WEA, reputed to be worth in excess of six-million 
dollars. 


@ Kimmie Rhodes, probably best known in this country for her vocal contributions 
to Wes McGhee’s Texas recorded albums, will have a long-overdue first time UK 
release for one of her own LPs later this month when Heartland put out ‘Man in The 
Moon’ (HLD 007). Recorded at Willie Nelson's Pedernales studio, it features help 
from many of Austin's luminaries and - of course - our own Mr. McGhee. Kimmie 
flies into the UK around 28 May for a 2-week run of gigs backed by the Wes McGhee 
Band and, believe me, this lady’s music - best described as folk-country of a 
similar persuasion to that of Nanci Griffith - is not to be missed. 


@ Nanci Griffith, following dates in Ireland which include. a full week at Dublin's 
Olympia Theatre, she then plays Norwich University, Nottingham, Birmingham, 
Leeds, London, Folkestone, Manchester, Newcastle, Edinburgh, Glasgow, 
Rotherham, The Blue Moon Orchestra comprises Philip Donelly (quitar), Fran 
Breen (drums), Denny Bixby (bass), and ex-Amazing Rhythm Ace James B.Hooker 
(Keyboards). Nanci’s latest MCA single, ‘| Knew Love’, taken from ‘Little Love 
Affairs’, is now available. 


@ Steve Earle is becoming a pretty regular fixture on this side of the pond these 
days. He was recently back to cut tracks for his third MCA album with Irish folk 
punksters, or maybe that should be punk folksters, the Pogues. Now that’s what | 
call an interesting, intelligently planned and potentially successful combination?? 


@ The Jimmie Dale Gilmore dates | announced would take place in March were 
postponed, but I'm assured that - although positive dates had not been set at press 
time - he will definitely be here sometime during the summer. In the meantime, | 
recommend the acquisition of his new album, ‘Fair & Square’ (Demon FIEND 113). 


@ Rattlesnake Annie returns this month for a five-week nationwide club and 
theatre tour, CBS will release ‘Long Black Limousine’ (a duet with Willie Nelson 
taken from her recent self-titled album) as a single. Catch her as follows:- Bath. 
Bradford, Colchester. London, Manchester. Cork, Dublin, Carlow, Glasgow, 
Kirkcaldy, Abroath, Rotherham. Morecambe, Harlesden. Arundel, Brighton, 
Islington, Putney, Birmingham, Potters Bar. 


@ The Lonesome Picker Rides Again. John Stewart - whose songs have been 
covered on the current albums by both Rosanne Cash and Nanci Griffith, and whose 
own new album, ‘Punch The Big Guy’. is gathering wide critical acclaim - returns 
for his fourth British tour this month. 


@ Edsal Records are set to reissue both of Guy Clark's brilliant RCA albums, ‘Old 
No. 1° and Texas Cookin’’. and I’m sure people will be rushing out in droves to 
replace old worn out copies or, if only recently acquainted with the amiable 
Texan's greatness, to fill a gap in their collections. Also scheduled is Roger 
McGuinn's eponymous solo debut, which was originally released by CBS back in 
1973. 

@ |'m told that Demon Records are planning a new label to replace the now 
defunct Zippo subsidiary, to set up a series of one-off deals for American guitar 
band music in the U.K. Although still at a stage where a title for the label hasn't 
been decided yet. plans are already afoot for releases by the Rainer and Das 
Combo, The Sidewinders and, more than likely, offshoots of the Long Ryders, 
Green On Red and the Rain Parade. 


@ New and upcoming releases: Various - Great Moments Of Vinyl History (Special 
Delivery): Gene Clark with the Gosdin Brothers - Gene Clark with the Gosdin 
Brothers (Edsel): Delaney & Bonnie - Accept No Substitute (Thunderbolt): Wendal 
Adkins - | Can't Let You Be A Memory (Sundown): Blue Rodeo - Outskirts (WEA): 
The Smithereens - Green Thoughts (Enigma): The Rainmakers - Tornado 
(Mercury): Lynyrd Skynryd - Southern By The Grace Of God (MCA): Ricky Skaggs - 
Comin’ Home To Stay (Epic). 


@ Three albums which no one should miss out on: Highway 101 - Highway 101 
(Warner Brothers 925608-1): The Desert Rose Band - The Desert Rose Band 
(RCA/Curb ZL 90202): The O’Kanes - Tired Of The Runnin’ (CBS 4608311). Allare 
exceptional, and they're in the shops now. 
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| SAID HELLO DOLLY eeeeeee 


@ The invitation said a Champagne Reception at the Dorchester Hotel to 


meet Miss Dolly Parton ... well, | did meet her and as the song says | just 
about managed ‘Hello Dolly’ but little else among the melee of Press and 
media representatives. 


@ | have been to Press Receptions for the superstars of country music 
many times but judging by the reaction of the media Miss Parton is nota 


superstar she is a megastar of the proportion that even Dame Edna would be 


proud. 


@ Tenminutes before she arrived the whole room was full of photographers 
snapping away for what could only have been pictures of other 
photographers taking pictures... but when she did finally arrive you couldn't 
hear her for the whirl of wind-on motors, and | realised pretty early that there 
was little pointin me even pulling the black cloth of my camera over my head 
and trying to take a picture... Anyhow Dolly herself seemed taken aback by 
the size and excitement of the crowd and opened up with: ‘We never had 
this many people at my last concert!’ 


@ [fall this activity and the fact that it was wall-to-wall people in the Press 
room had not convinced you that Dolly is the most important country music 
star as far as the general media is concerned then the activities of the ‘Gutter 
Press’ would have... Were they interested in her singing? No! Interested 
in her songwriting? No! Interested in her latest album? No! Interested in 
her background or anything to dowith hercareer? No! Threetimes she had 
to tell them that she had NEVER tried to commit suicide and NO, NO, 

NO! she was not anorexic--(in fact she had to struggle to lose weight arid it 
was a continual fight). No! she didn’t know any Cousin Julia a lady of 
delightful proportions who was trying to promote her career as a stripper by 
claiming to bekin! Dolly had neither heard of hernorevenmether! She had 
seen her picture and was prepared to admit that she seemed to have a share 
of ‘the family jewels!’ 


FOR THE COUNTRY FANS 


@ For those that were interested in ‘facts’ about her career and her future 
plans, she battled away trying to get the message over, despite the rubbish 
being fired at her by some present. 


@ | have met Dolly on four previous occasions, but this was the best | have 
ever seen her she was on top form with a lovely bubbling performance that 
must have been a PR’s dream (no NOT that type of dream!). Her recipe for 
successful weight loss, having tried every diet available, was simple: ‘Keep 
your head out of that ‘ol slop bucket!’ She explained that everyone told 
her: ‘You're so pretty, Dolly, if only you could lose 30Ib!’ So she lost 30Ib and 
they said: ‘You're so pretty, Dolly, if only you could put on ... you guessed it... 
30ib!’ She went on to say she loved the way she looked and it was much 
easier singing without ‘a corset to hold all that fat in!’ 


@ Her debut CBS album is titled Rainbow, which she admits is aimed at the 
pop market. She explained that the last one ‘Trio’ was aimed at the country 
market and was still selling well, so it seemed pointless to issue another just 
yet. Also it was deliberate policy to keep the two categories in separate 
compartments because many pop fans didn’t want country and country fans 
didn’t want pop... and Dolly didn’t want to mislead either sets of her fans. 


@ Hermuch publicised and troubled TV programmes in the States seem to 
have risen above their problems and Dolly hopes they will be shown here, in 
addition, she’s actually planned to film one of the next series in England and 
another in Ireland if all went to plan... 


@ She talked about her recent States TV programme with Porter Waggoner 
and said she had been pleased to work with him again because they had 
split up on not very pleasant terms. No, at present there was no follow-up 
plans for a Trio (2) but she would like to do a tour with Emmylou and Linda if 
they could ever get the schedules together. 


@ She told us ‘Dollywood’ was now the fastest growing theme park in 
America with more than a million-and-a-half visitors last year and even more 
expected in 1988, and how she took personal interest and control in 
Dollywood as she did in all her career decisions, including TV now... The 
lady also has plans to make at least two movies in the immediate future 
including a gospel based one called Sister Sunshine. Asked if careerwise 
she felt more at home on the Smokey Mountain dirt roads or the L.A. freeway 
she replied: ‘I’m happy with either now but it sure is a lot more dangerous on 
that freeway!’ 


... Still in top gear Dolly was whisked away. 


@ Besides undertaking two days of British and European media interviews, Dolly also appeared on Michael Aspel’s weekly tv show, ‘Aspel 
and Company. Among the industry representatives present were (left to right) 

Tony Byworth (Byworth-Wooton International, co-ordinating media activities on behalf of Dolly Parton): Phil Graham (Director European 
Relations, BMI London): Dolly Parton: Del Bryant (Assistant Vice President, BMI Nashville): Martin Satterthwaite (Director CMA European 
Operations): James Moray (Parton’s Manager, Gallin Moray Associates, Los Angeles). 


TONY BEST LEISURE 
Presents 


ALL-STAR ONrs TWO at the fabulous 
COUNTRY MUSIC GALA WEEK AUR 
Berwick-on-Tweed, COUNIE YT Muole 


Northumberland WEEKENDS Norbreck 
Sat. 14th to Sat. 21st May 4Holiday Centre Castle Hotel 


BLACKPOOL 


FULLY INCLUSIVE Situated right on the sea-front at the North end of 
The Price Includes ..... DINNER ON FRIDAY Blackpool's promenade, the superb Norbreck Castle Hotel 
BREAKFAST, LUNCH & DINNER ON SATURDAY is the venue for 3 of our country music weekends in 1988. 
BREAKFAST & LUNCH ON SUNDAY All of the 350 bedrooms have private bathrooms, colour TV, 
AND ALL YOUR COUNTRY ENTERTAINMENT radio, telephone and tea and coffee making facilities. 


TONY BEST proudly presents:- 

Joint Comperes - VIC WOODHOUSE and LINDSEY ST. JOHN 
Square Dancing featuring RAY GODFREY (Ex-professional caller in the USA) 
Plus Britain's No. 1 Country Disco IAN ASHCROFT’S COUNTRY EXPRESS 
Visiting Artistes and Bands include:- 


Dixie & Allon & the Backroom Boys, Colorado, Collier-Dixon Line, Key West, Bobbie & Nashville Pride, 
The New Duke Boys, John Aston, Raymond Froggatt Band, Manson Grant & the Dynamos, 
Maggie & Tennessee Express, Nebraska, Gerry Ford, Bob Newman & Carole Gordon, 

Bob McKinlay & Dixie Fried, Country Company, Johnny Spencer, Art Marshall, Texas Steamboat Co., 
Gary Roberts, Johnny Marks, Les Close PLUS MANY MORE 


FRI. 24th to SUN. 26th JUNE '88 | FRI. 1st to SUN. 3rd JULY '88 
TONY BEST INTRODUCES- TONY BEST INTRODUCES- 
WESLEY PARKER (USA) PHILOMENA BEGLEY 
NON-STOP COUNTRY ENTERTAINMENT 11am. to 2p.m. and6p.m. to 1am. COLORADO RAYMOND FROGGATT 


NASHVILLE FEVER 
COMFORTABLE SELF-CATERING PLUS THE FULL AMENITIES AND CLOVIS S 


ACCOMMODATION IN FULLY EQUIPPED BOBBIE & NASHVILLE PRIDE | COLLIER-DIXON LINE 


4 & 5 STAR CARAVANS 
WITH FREE GAS & ELECTRICITY 


Optional Day-time Coach Excursions 
Light Hearted Sports Competitions 


Generous Party Discounts Available. 


ENTERTAINMENTS OF THE CIRCUIT JUDGE 


SERTEE IONA & ANDY 
FROM LESS THAN RICKI SYLVA 
£20 per week IAN ASHCROFT 
Periperson: and joint compere 


(Baad One eric} VIC WOODHOUSE 


JOLENE & BARRY 

COUNTRY COMPANY 

IAN ASHCROFT’S 
COUNTRY EXPRESS 

and joint compere 

VIC WOODHOUSE 


SEPT 
At Wallis’s Holiday Supercentre 


7TH CAYTON BAY 


ALL-STAR 
Ae tn atce Nr. Scarborough 
ON THE NORTH YORKSHIRE COAST 


GALA WEEK 
Sat. 24 Sept. to Sat. 1 Oct. 1988 


Joint Comperes TONY BEST & VIC WOODHOUSE proudly present 
Britain's No.1 Country Disco\ 
(AN ASHCROFT'S COUNTRY EXPRESS PLUS STEEL GUITAR FESTIVAL DAY 


Square Dancing featuring the talents of RAY GODFREY featuring GERRY HOGAN, SARAH, ROD KING, 
PLUS A GREAT PROGRAMME OF ENTERTAINMENT SLIM PICKINS, LINDA & ARTHUR JAMES 
FEATURING THE RAYMOND FROGGATT BAND RIAN OEE 

BOB McKINLAY & DIXIE FRIED. COLORADO, POACHER 

SOE E HAMILTON A CHAPPRAAL WANSON GRANT & PLUS GREAT REUNION OF HICKORY LAKE 
THE DYNAMOS. THE DAVE BRYAN TRIO, BOB NEWMAN 
& CAROLE GORDON. THE TEXAS STEAMBOAT CO 

BOBBIE & NASHVILLE PRIDE. JOHNNY MARKS, PAUL ROGERS figs lie rts port Medan 


JOLENE & BARRY, BREAKER ONE-9. ART MARSHALL. SUPERCENTRE 

THE ANDREWS BROTHERS. COUNTRY COMPANY. 

1ONA & ANDY. GARY ROBERTS. SHAUN MICHAEL 

COMFORTABLE SELF-CATERING y c FROM ONLY 

ACCOMMODATION IN VILLAS, BUNGALOWS 

AND SUPER 28° CARAVANS WOReSIRE £20.00 
- per person 


Optional Day-time Coach Excursions © COUNTRY ENTERTAINMENT (Based on 6 people 
Light Hearted Sports Competitions 11am to 2pm and 6pm to 1.30pm sharing a Villa or 
Generous Party Discounts Available EVERY DAY Caravan) 


List of Artistes subject to alteration 


SS FIVE-STAR 
LUXURY WEEKEND 


Fri. 14th to Sun. 16th October 1988 


You are invited to join us for another All-Star Country Music Weekend at this splendid up-market 
Leisure Complex in October. BOOK EARLY AS WE ARE GOING TO BE FULL UP 


FULLY INCLUSIVE - The price includes - Dinner on Friday, Full Breakfast, Lunch and Dinner on Saturday, 


Sunday. And All Your Country Entertainment 


Tony Best & Vic Woodhouse 
proudly present 
COLORADO POACHER 
THE RUBY RENDALL BAND 


“OUTDOOR HEATED SWIMMING POOL * INDOOR HEATED 
SWIMMING POOL * GLASS-BACKED SQUASH COURTS * 
JACUZZI * SAUNA * SOLARIUM * PUTTING GREEN * INDOOR 
BOWLING GREEN * TARGET BOWLS * 2 BADMINTON COURTS 
* PITCH & PUTT * SUPERB BARS AND LOUNGES * EVERY 
CHALET IS CENTRALLY HEATED Es) oats a 
RADIO. PRIVATE BATHROOM, SHOWER IL LU A 
THE DUFFY BROTHERS MAKING FACILITIES. HAND TOWELS AND SOAP * FIVE-STAR 


BOB NEWMAN & CAROLE GORDON CUISINE * TOP FLIGHT COUNTRY MUSIC 
IONA& ANDY JANASHCROFT’S | ONLY £57 PLUS VAT PER PERSON 
COUNTRY EXPRESS CHILDREN HALF PRICE! 


Overlooking The Beautiful Poole Harbour 


Rockley Sands Hol. Centre 
Sat. 1 to Sat. 8 Oct. 1988 


Host & Compere TONY BEST proudly presents 
ALL-STAR COUNTRY MUSIC GALA WEEK 


DANCING TO TOP COUNTRY BANDS * LUNCHTIME COUNTRY PARTY 
SQUARE DANCING * LATE BARS * SINGALONGS ¢ GREAT ENTERTAINMENT 


Featuring 


GEORGE MOODY & THE COUNTRY SQUIRES * THE RAYMOND FROGGATT BAND 
IONA & ANDY » BOB NEWMAN & CAROLE GORDON + JOHNNY MARKS 
TONY GOODACRE & SARAH JORY « LORNE GIBSON *« MANSON GRANT & THE DYNAMOS 
THE LINDSEY ST. JOHN BAND « THE BRAZIL BAND » PINKERTONS COLOURS 
DAVE SHERIFF & NICK! CLARKE * THE BRAZIL BAND * SHAUN MICHAEL 
THE COTTON MILL BOYS * NASHVILLE FEVER * SPELLBOUND 
JOE E HAMILTON & CHAPPARAL 


Britain's No.1 Country Disco |AN ASHCROFT'S COUNTRY EXPRESS 
Square Dancing featuring the talents of RAY GODFREY 


COMFORTABLE SELF-CATERING ACCOMMODATION IN FOUR AND FIVE STARLUXURY CARAVANS. 


FULLY EQUIPPED WITH FREE COLOUR TELEVISION, TOILET - SHOWER - FRIDGE - COOKER - 
FIRE - HOT & COLD WATER - FULLY FITTED KITCHEN - CROCKERY - CUTLERY - POTS & PANS - 


ONLY £110 plus VAT PER CARAVAN 
FREE GAS & ELECTRICITY 


Fri-Sun 11 to 13 NOVEMBER ’88 


SAND BAY HOLIDAY CENTRE 
WESTON-SUPER-MARE 


TONY BEST LEISURE AD U LTS £5 7 


IN ASSOCIATION WITH PONTINS CHILDREN HALF PRICE 
proudly present PLUS VAT PER PERSON 


SPILL THE BEANS THE PRICE INCLUDES 


bate ie Hi tog pte Dinner on Friday Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner on Saturday 
Ss Breakfast & Lunch on Sunday 


THE RAYMOND FROGGATT BAND 
THE COLLIER-DIXON LINE AND ALL YOUR COUNTRY ENTERTAINMENT 
CENTRALLY HEATED CHALETS 


IONA & ANDY IAN ASHCROFT’S 
WAITRESS SERVICE AT MEALS 


COUNTRY EXPRESS 
INDOOR HEATED SWIMMING POOL 
SAUNA TEASMADE INCHALETS SOLARIUM 


The centrally heated chalets are great. The company is great. The foodis great and the entertainment 
is superb. Best of all though is the friendly convivial atmosphere generated by the staff, guests and 


entertainers together. Itmakes for areal happy family country style weekend. We'd love to have you with us. 


“LISTS OF ARTISTS SUBJECT TO ALTERATION’ 
Send NOW for FREE Brochure containing details of all TBL Events in 1988 
‘Phone (0743) 236603 or write to 233 Lancaster Road, Heath Farm, Shrewsbury, Shropshire SY1 3ND 
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COUNTRY MUSIC ROUND UP... MAY 19 


pat ALMA & MATTHEW BROWN 
EIGHTH ANNUAL 


COUNTRY 


Backline Amplification 
supplied by 


Frey 


Special thanks to 


GYPSIES GREEN STADIUM SOUTH SHIELDS 


JULY 9th and 10th, 1988 


SATURDAY SUNDAY 
(2.00pm—11.00pm) (12 noon—10.30pm) 
THE RAYMOND FROGGATT BAND POACHER 
KEY WEST CLINTS COLLECTION 
GAMBLER CAROLINA 
CROSS COUNTRY THE SHACKBAND 
THE DUFFY BROTHERS THE BEN REES BAND 
THE KELVIN HENDERSON DUO WEST VIRGINIA 
TOMPALL GLASER ay coven 
AND HIS BAND ra 
OUTDOOR STAGE AREA FEATURING BRIAN CLOUGH (Metro Radio) 
MORE SURPRISE GUESTS KELVIN HENDERSON 


Sponsors: NEW LIFE CLEANING 
TICKETS 


Full Weekend £12.00 (£10.00 in advance) 
All Day Saturday £7.00 (£6.00) All Day Sunday £7.00 (£6.00) 

Saturday Evening ONLY £6.00 (£5.00) Sunday Evening ONLY £6.00 (£5.00) 
OAP/UB40s £3.00 per day CHILDREN 50p per day 
From: JAMBOREE BOX OFFICE, 171 South Frederick Street, South Shields, Tyne & Wear, NE33 SHG 
(please enclose S.A.E.) 

For further information, including camping and accommodation facilities, please ring 
SOUTH SHIELDS (091) 454 0269 
Make Cheques/P.O.s payable to. 

Arts & Live Music Association (N.E.) Ltd. Charity Registration No. 511656 


@ This years Country Music Round Up House Party at 
Ladbroke Hotel, Watford was without a doubt up to the high 
Standards of previous ones, excellent accomodation, helpful 
Hotel staff, Free coaches to and from Wembley, and the 
usual Free entertainment in the Old Hertford 

Suite. Entertainment - yes entertainment and all of superb 
quality. 


@ Inthe advertisements for this years event it mentioned 
the hotel's development plans and their probable affect on 
the number of ‘Special Extras’ that are usually provided by 
C.M.R.U. These development plans involve the demolition 
of the aforementioned suite which left the possibility of there 
not being any ‘House Party’ or extra’s in doubt right up to the 
eleventh hour, how much in doubt is best illustrated by 
revealing that even before Country Music Round Ups House 
Party ended, the demolition, reconstructing job had begun! 
and the £4 million upgrading development is set to be 
completed by the end of August... 


@ Friday Evening a ‘Welcome Courtesy’ drink was followed 
by an introduction to Mr Frank Adams the latest in a long line 
of Hotel Managers since the first C.M.R.U. Easter Bash. The 
genial Frank welcomed everyone on behalf of Ladbroke's, 
and his team before giving details about the ultra modern 
swimming poo! complex that will welcome C.M.R.U. House 
Party guests next year!... Then it was on with the music!!! 


@ |fevera Band deserved the applause they received Dave. 
Brian. Nick and Danny of Dave McQueen & The Power Band 
did. After playing in Elgin in Scotland the previous night they 
drove for fifteen hours to appear on this Annual ‘Country 
Music Showcase’. not only did they perform three great spots 
but they stayed on and joined into the early hours jam 
session... 


@ Manchester based blind singer Leigh Sterling appeared 
as a solo on this occasion delighted the audience with some 
great guitar work as well as singing many of his own original 
songs. Ignoring the risk of the apparent pun (none intended) 
Leigh must have seen a few doors for the future starting to 
open after this impressive spot. 


@ Former Naden Brother. Pete Naden just embarked on a 
Solo Career. was superb. his brilliant vocals captivated an 
appreciative audience and so impressed ex New Seekers 
lead singer Lyn Paul, (back for a second year at her own 
request.) that she asked if he would duet with her the 
following night. on one of his own songs... From Pete 
Naden’s performances at the ‘House Party’ he seems destine 
for a brand new career! 


carlton moody& 
TNC 


COUNTRY MUSIC ROUND UP 
WN ‘HOUSE PARTY ’88 
NS pdate us 
PETE GRIFFIN 

Photo By Jim Silverthorn 


@ Saturday evening or should that be Sunday morning, 
brought to the fore another new name to many of the 
audience, Nottingham based. Adeys Hardware Company. 
excelled themselves with two first rate spots that highlighted 
the comprehensive abilities within this five piece 

band. Dave. Russ. Colin, Neil and Kevin played out of their 
skins to make a good impression... In between Adeys spots 
Pete Naden again enchanted people with another fantastic 
performance of mainly self-penned songs. Another bonus 
was hearing Lynn Paul sing a song that helped her carry the 
day at last years Euro-Country Music Masters ‘The Wind 
Beneath My Wings’ before duetting with Pete Naden on his 
self penned ‘| Wanna Make Love To You Tonight’ supported 
by Adeys Hardware Company. 


@ Mention of the Euro Country Music Masters, this years 
British representatives will be Liverpools Kenny Johnson & 
Northwind. The act for the 3rd year running, chosen at the 
C.M.R.U. House Party by Tros Televisions event organiser 
Micky Hayes: Kenny & His Boys will be in Holland intent on 
winning the competition for Britain for the second year 
running. On their performance at Watford in the early hours 
they must have a great chance, especially as this year each 
Bands repertoire must contain at least one Original song. 


@ For more icing on the cake - This years ‘House Party’ had 
an hour on stage from Raymond Froggatt & His Band prior to 
him making a triumphant performance on the Main Wembley 
Arena Stage. 


@ Everyones thanks to go to Keith Shepherd who did his 
regular cool, professional job as Compere / Stage Manager 
to ensure that the weekends entertainment ran comfortably, 
co-ordinating and looking after all the Acts, and motivating 
those energetic jam sessions. 


@ From all those attended - I'd like to say thanks, shall we 
see you next year for the ‘Seventh’ C.M.R.U. Easter 
Weekend House Party? | certainly hope so! 


LOOK FORWARD TO MEETING ALL THEIR U.K. 
FRIENDS ON TOUR MAY 25th — JUNE 5th 88 


FOR DATES TEL:- 0249 721010 


ante nero = - - = - = - -- - -- - = 5 


Country Music Round Up 
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ma Last years Record Breaking Awards Poll endorsed 
more then ever before that C.M.R.U. readers do 
care... and do have opinions on the various trends... 


Also that they know exactly where it’s at... or where it 
has been? because it showed beyond a shadow of 
doubt the value of Full Scale U.K. tours by both 
International and British Artists. 


BB Meeting the people is what it’s all about... Artists 
doing the Best Business are the ones who take the 
trouble to care and treat their fans and their own 
careers with true professional respect. 


Country Music is a Business it’s part of the 
Entertainment Business, and a growing part... 


Success means your doing it right... Proper 
Management and good PR... just giving a good show 
is never going to be enough... 


i The most successful Acts and ultimately the most 
‘Popular’ are those that look beyond their own Back 
Porch... and cultivate that potential greater interest... 
not those that just wait for it to happen! 


The last 12 months has seen many interesting 
developments, both Internationally and on the Home 
Front - where perhaps the biggest success story has 
been Daniel O’Donnell... who’s dominated the CMA 
Gallup Albums Chart consistantly. outselling all the 
Major Label Artists. There has to be a logical answer 
to this apart from talent... It is of course, solid and 
co-ordinated promotional support from both Artist 
Management and Record Company. Supply to meet 
demand created by Promotional Advertising, PR and 
Nationwide Tour dates. 


11 


mee mee ee a a a ea a a aa a aa a aw we wr we a a aw a we a a ae ae a a ea es a ea es a es a ee ee 


AWARDS POLL 
VOTING PAPER 


My Choice for most popular Country Music Acts 
1987-88 in the following categories are: - 


British Trio 
British Duo 
British Male Vocalist 
British Female Vocalist ....--:ccccccccceseeceessccnnenenss 
Most Promising British Act ................scsccsseseses: 
International Group ...........cccsccecseeeeeeeeeeeeeeenes 
International Trio 
International Duo 
International Male Vocalist ..............csccsssssssees 
International Female Vocalist 
Most Promising International Act ...........-....++ 


COUNTRY MUSIC ROUND UP eeeeeeeceecececeecece 


Country Music Radio DoJ. ......sccceseeeceeeeeeeneeenens 
CENCE ooo ova vencsncn eee tact oc ch donde tnetwess de dnccharacetecase 
Album Promotion Of The Year ........0:.scccesenseees 
RERCC REACTOR 555 ooo ccccce sing ide dcneapenspesseecaavaraun cease 
British 


Boar 


INTERNATIONAL 
AWARDS 
1987 / 88 


PART ONE 


@ 
ENTRIES 
ONLY 
ACCEPTED 
ON 
THIS 


x 


COUPON 


Please note: The final closing date for Part One of the International Awards Poll is 15th June '88 


WIN A NIGHT WITH THE STARS 
GALA PRE-FESTIVAL CIVIC DINNER 


(Courtesy of the Promoter) 


@ AS an added incentive for readers to cast their 

votes in our poll, we shall be entering everyone who sends 
in their completed Voting Form for our Super Special Free 
Prize DAW esas iorstesste statis amt icieetass Be 


@ Thewinnerwillgeta Special Invitation for two persons 
to attend the Grand Gala Dinner being held on the eve of 
the Festival to honour the Stars and Celebrity Guests 
appearing over the Bank Holiday Weekend. Plus..... 


@ Weshall provide weekend twin bedded, bed and 
breakfast hotel accomodation as well as giving you your 
tickets for the entire Festival Shows. 


@ So, if you want to secure your chance of winning this 
great weekend package, fill your voting form now and post 
it today to: Messers. Swales & Walden. (Chartered 
Accountant). Dept. Int. Awards, 70 High Street, Lincoln 
LN5 8AD. 


COUNTRY MUSIC ROUND UP ... MAY 1988 
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ALWAYS & 
ORR 


j 


wih 


’ 


, if // 
‘; SF; 
DISTRIBUTED BY WEB RECORDS LTD. GA WARNER COMMUNICATIONS CO /, f 
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PRESENTS 


[IN CONCERT 


ROYAL ALBERT HALL SUNDAY 19th JUNE, 7.30pm 


SPECIAE GUESTS 


SWEETHEARTS OF THE RODEO 


TICKETS: £10.50, £8.50 & £6.50 FROM BOX OFFICE, 01-589 8212 (CREDIT CARD BOOKINGS: 01-589 9465) CONTINENTAL AIRLINES 
TICKET AGENTS: KEITH PROWSE, 01-741 8989 OR STARGREEN 01-734 8932 (SUBJECT TO BOOKING FEE) FLIES ROUTE 88 
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TOP-SINGLE S§-TOP -ALB T 
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Reproduced Courtesy Of Billboard Publications Inc. - 


Billboard 


IRIE CORIDS 


is Sy 
ou | bw Oe 
g TITLE 
z= = <3 = 3 PRODUCER (SONGWRITER) LABEL | & NUMBER/I DISTRIBUTING LASEL 
aD] 1 | 2 | 7 | EIGHTEEN WHEELS AND A DOZEN ROSES @ KATHY MATTEA 
A.REYNOLDS (P.NELSON, G.NELSON) MERCURY 870 148-7/POLYGRAM 
QD] 1s | 19 | 2 | IF MY HEART HAD WINDOWS @ PATTY LOVELESS 
E.GORDY JR.,T.BROWN (D.FRAZIER) MCA 53270 
dd] 19 | 2 | 9 | TRUE HEART THE OAK RIDGE BOYS 
J.BOWEN (D.SCHLITZ, M.CLARK) MCA 53272 
GD] 2m | aw | 8 | ALWAYS LATE WITH YOUR KISSES DWIGHT YOAKAM 
P.ANDERSON (L.FRIZZELL, B.CRAWFORD) REPRISE 7-27994 
fs] a | 2 [as | 1 WANNA DANCE WITH YOU EDDIE RABBITT 
R.LANDIS (E.RABBITT, B.J.WALKER.JR.) RCA 5238-7 
OBRnE WHAT SHE IS (IS A WOMAN IN LOVE) EARL THOMAS CONLEY 
E.GORDY,JR..R.L: S,E.T.CONLEY (B.MCDILL, P.HARRISON) RCA 6894-7 
far | 7 | 7 | as | STRANGERS AGAIN @ HOLLY DUNN 
T.WEST (H.DUNN, C.WATERS) MTM 72093/CAPITOL 
FOR WEEK ENDING APRIL 23, 1988 Onn ONE TRUE LOVE @ THE O'KANES 
K.KANE,J.O"HARA (J.O"HARA, K. KANE) COLUMBIA 38-07736 
: ; : z TIMELESS AND TRUE LOVE THE MCCARTERS 
Compiled from a national sample of radio playlists. P.WORLEY (C.BLACK, A ROBERTS, B.CASON) WARNER BROS. 7-28125 


@D| 2 | 2 | w | THE BEST | KNOW HOW THE STATLER BROTHERS 
J.IKENNEDY (REID) MERCURY 870 164-7/POLYGRAM 
Fa} o} a | i | FAMOUS LAST WORDS OF A FOOL GEORGE STRAIT 
J.,BOWEN,G.STRAIT (D.DILLON, R.HUSTON) MCA 53248 

@®| 26 | a | 10 | NO MORE ONE MORE TIME JO-EL SONNIER 
B.HALVERSON,R.BENNETT (T.SEALS, D.KIRBY) RCA 6895-7 

@®| a] aul | 1 TOLD YOU SO RANDY TRAVIS 
K.LEHNING (R. TRAVIS) WARNER BROS. 7-27969 

|| | x | 3 | EVERYBODY'S SWEETHEART VINCE GILL 
R.LANDIS (V.GILL) RCA 5331-7 


& * & POWER PICK/AIRPLAY * & & 
® HE'S BACK AND I'M BLUE THE DESERT ROSE BAND 
P.WORLEY (M. WOODY, R.ANDERSON) MCA/CURB 53274/MCA 
@®] 2 [a | « | CHILL FACTOR MERLE HAGGARD 
K.SUESOV,M.HAGGARD (M.HAGGARD) EPIC 34-07754/E.PA. 
| 2 | | 8 | YOUR MEMORY WINS AGAIN @ SKIP EWING 
J.BOWEN,S.EWING (S.EWING, M.GEIGER, W.MULLIS) MCA 53271 
@®| a] | 7 | ANOTHER PLACE, ANOTHER TIME DON WILLIAMS 
D.WILLIAMS,G.FUNDIS (B.MCDILL, PHARRISON) CAPITOL 44131 
@®| ula s | WILDFLOWERS DOLLY PARTON, LINDA RONSTADT, EMMYLOU HARRIS 
G.MASSENBURG (D.PARTON) WARNER BROS. 7-27970 
GD] 35 | a7 | 4 | IF IT DON'T COME EASY TANYA TUCKER 
J.CRUTCHFIELD (D.L.GIBSON, C.KARP) CAPITOL 44142 


TITLE ARTIST 
PRODUCER (SONGWRITER) LABEL & NUMBER/DISTRIBUTING LABEL 


* *& NO.1 * & 
I'LL ALWAYS COME BACK 1 week at No. One @ K.T. OSLIN 
HSHEDD (K.T.OSLIN) RCA 5330-7 


IT’S SUCH A SMALL WORLD @ RODNEY CROWELL AND ROSANNE CASH 
T.BROWN (R.CROWELL) COLUMBIA 38-07693 


CRY, CRY, CRY @ HIGHWAY 101 
P.WORLEY (J.5. SHERRILL, D.DEVANEY) WARNER BROS. 7-28105 


THE LAST RESORT T. GRAHAM BROWN 
B.LOGAN (BROWN, BOUTON, BURCH) CAPITOL 44125 


I'M GONNA GET YOU EDDY RAVEN 
B.BECKETT (D.LINDE) RCA 6831 


YOUNG COUNTRY @ HANK WILLIAMS, JR. 
B.BECKETT,H.WILLIAMS JR. J.E NORMAN (H.WILLIAMS, JR.) WARNER/CURB 7-28120/WARNER BROS. 


STEVE WARINER 
MCA 53287 


RS 
J.BOWEN,S.WARINER (S,WARINER, G.CLARK) 


AMERICANA MOE BANDY 
J,JKENNEDY (L.ALDERMAN, R.FAGAN, P.RYAN) CURB 10504/MCA 


THE FACTORY KENNY ROGERS 
L.BUTLER (B. MCGUIRE) RCA 6832-7 


OLD FOLKS RONNIE MILSAP & MIKE REID 
RCA 6896-7 


R.GALBRAITH,R.MILSAP (M.REID) 


* Recording Industry Assn. Of America (RIAA) certification for sales of 1 million units. 


GD) Products with the greatest airplay this week. Videoclip availability. 
ARIAA certification for sales of 2 million units. 


TOP-SINGLES -TOP -ALBUMS 


we 


i 


Compiled from a national sample of retail store 


iS & 
c 
< = 
< AS and one-stop sales reports. xs 13) 
g 3 : g 
= 
g g ARTIST ee 2 g ARTIST TITLE 
= 5 = LABEL & NUMBER/DISTRIBUTING LABEL (SUG. LIST PRICE)* <2 F = LABEL & NUMBER/DISTRIBUTING LABEL (SUG, LIST PRICE)* 
Sz 
ae a x * NO.1 && 88 (@6)| 31 | 34 | 4 | JOEL SONNIER aca 6374.1 18.98) (co) COME ON JOE 
GEORGE STRAIT . 53 
McA 42114 (8.99) (cD eh at No, On NY BT LORY YOU AREY LES ge | 27 | 27 | 31 | 7 | NANCI GRIFFITH mca 22102 (co) LITTLE LOVE AFFAIRS 
+ 2 
| 2 | 2 | 1 | 48 | RANDY TRAVIS a2 warner eros. 255681 (8.98) (C0) ALWAYS & FOREVER oe | 28 | 24 | 27 | 45 | THE DESERT ROSE BAND mca/cune 5991 mca @.98) (CO) DESERT ROSE BAND 
RICKY VAN SHELTON @ co.umela 40602 (cD) WILD EYED DREAM 3 2 fa | | a | 7 | RESTLESS HEART @ rca seas @.98) co» WHEELS 
Pe 
HANK WILLIAMS, JR. A wARNER/CURB 25593-1/WARNER BROS. (8.98) (CD) BORN TO BOOGIE z 3 | 30 | 28 | 29 | 36 | THE STATLER BROTHERS mercury 832 404-1/poLYGram (cd) | MAPLE STREET MEMORIES 
é wv 
K.-T. OSLIN Rca 5924-1 (6.98) (CD) 80'S LADIES = $ | 31 | 25 | 2 | 31 | SAWYER BROWN capitoL/curs 46923/CAPITOL (8.98) (CD) SOMEWHERE IN THE NIGHT 
e £ oe 
REBA MCENTIRE @ mca 42030 (8.98) (CD) THE LAST ONE TO KNOW : € | 32 | 26 | 26] 22 | DAN SEALS ‘cAnroLata08 ase) cn) THE BEST 
ROBBIE CASH commen 40777 (=) RINGS RECORD. SHOE S| |G3)| NEWP | 1 | THE O'KANES covumeia 44066 (co) TIRED OF THE RUNNIN’ 
-) 
MERLE HAGGARD epic 40986/E.P.A. (CD) CHILL FACTOR 3 5 | | 5] 7] 5 | MOE BANDY cure 10600/Mca NO REGRETS 
GEORGE STRAIT A wa 42035 (8.98) (CD) GREATEST HITS, VOL. 2 E E | 35 | 33 | 33 | 113 | ALABAMA\A RCA AuL-7170 (6.98) (CD) GREATEST HITS 
HIGHWAY 101 warner ros, 25608-1 (8.98) (CD) HIGHWAY 101 3s | 36 | 39 | 63 | GEORGE STRAIT A ca 5913 (8.98) (CD) OCEAN FRONT PROPERTY 
32 
BILLY JOE ROYAL ATLAntic AMERICA 90658-1/ATLANTIC (8.98) (CD) THE ROYAL TREATMENT 3 8 IGD| 2 | —| 2 | STEVE WARINER mca 42130 (8.98) (Co) | SHOULD BE WITH YOU 
So 
RURTEET NDARANS © NertOte 29567-1/NTER DROS: (8.98), (CD) nite Ss }@8)| 40 | 40 | 4 | CHARLEY PRIDE 1611 avenue 70581 (2.98) I'M GONNA LOVE HER ON THE RADIO 
VERN GOSDIN co.umsia 40982 (CD) CHISELED IN STONE 3 8 
LYLE LOVETT mca/curs 42028 (cD) PONTIAC 3 5 [39 | 39 | 36 | 1Z7 | THE JUDDS A-RCA/CURB AHL1-7042/RCA (8.98) (CD) ROCKIN’ WITH THE RHYTHM 
= 
TANYA TUCKER capitot 46870 (8.98) (CD) LOVE ME LIKE YOU USED TO = z | 40 | 36 | 35 | 12 | PATTY LOVELESS mca 42092 (co) IF MY HEART HAD WINDOWS 
DOLLY PARTON, LINDA RONSTADT, EMMYLOU HARRIS & TRIO 2< | 41 | 43 | 43 | 63 | HANK WILLIAMS, JR. @ warner/cuns 1-25538/WARNER BROS. (8.98) (CO) HANK “LIVE” 
1. : gs = 
RANDY TRAVIS A warner BROS. 1-25435 (8.98) (CO) STORMS OF LIFE 35 | az | 38 | 30 | 19 | DOLLY PARTON covumela 40968 (CD) RAINBOW 
gO 
THE JUDDS © noniCnsbsTeLbcR De ie HEART LAND 58 43 | 44 | ot | 3 | CONWAY TWITTY Mca.2115,8:98) Co) STILL IN YOUR DREAMS 
P=) 
REBA MCENTIRE @ mca 5979 (8.98) (CD) GREATEST HITS &8 z | 4 | a7 | 2 | 27 | EXILE epic:40901/EPA. (CD) SHELTER FROM THE NIGHT 
Sa 
RICKY SKAGGS epic 40623/EPA. (CD) COMIN’ HOME TO STAY 232 | 45 | 46 | 51 | 23 | WAYLONJENNINGS mca 42038 (8.98) (co) AMAN CALLED HOSS 
ES” : ; 
KATHY MATTEA mercury 832 793-1/POLYGRAM (CD) UNTASTED HONEY 23% | 46 | 47 | 41 | 35 | LEEGREENWOOD wea 's999°6.98) «co IF THERE'S ANY JUSTICE 
ALABAMA @ Fca 6495-1 (8.98) (CD) JUST US § s 3 | a7 | 48 | 45 | 10 | JOHN ANDERSON wma 42037 (cD) BLUE SKIES AGAIN 
< Se DWIGHT YOAKAM © 
GEORGE JONES epic 40781/E.PA. (CD) TOO WILD TOO LONG O§ 2 | 48 | 45 | 46 | 106 | REPRISES 372 UMHNER BOS 18-98) (CD) GUITARS, CADILLACS, ETC., ETC. 
HOLEVOUNN i ivesicanicie onan CORNERSTONE ge | 49 | 41 | 42 | 29 | DAVID LYNN JONES mencuny 532 518:1/POLvGRAM HARD TIMES ON EASY STREET 
RIVER OF TIME 50 | 51 | 49 | 33 | GLEN CAMPBELL mca 42009 (8.98) (CD) STILL WITHIN THE SOUND OF MY VOICE 
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@ inthe three years since El 
Segundo, California situated 
Enigma Records unleashed ‘A 
Town South Of Bakersfield’, a sort 
of Back To The Future compilation 
of novel hillbilly-rooted 80's country 
rock, the sweeping impact of its 
content has influenced radical 
changes in country music. Almost 
single-handedly, ‘Bakersfield’ 
created the watershed which has 
dictated the present course of 
country music, paving the way for 
major label debuts by three of it’s 
featured artists - Dwight Yoakam, 
Rosie Flores, George Highfill - and 
opening doors through which many 
more of their ilk subsequently 
passed. The ensuing respect 
afforded producers Pete Anderson 
and Dan Fredman allowed them to 
work more fully with two of the 
bands involved, Tin Star and the 
Lonesome Strangers, and their 
resulting debut albums are now 
released in the UK by Special 
Delivery Records. 


EVERLYBIEUBIELIES 


@ Both band names evoke images 
of the Old Wild West - that untamed 
farflung frontier where gun law was 
the only law and a man had to do 
what a man had to do. A Tin Star 
was, of course, the badge of office 
behind which countless western 
movie lawmen dispensed swift and 
irrevocable justice, and silver 
screen horse operas were never 
complete without those enigmatic 
saddle tramps who rode into town 
on a mission - always alone and 
always unknown, they were the 
Lonesome Strangers. And the 
same imagery occasionally spills 
over into the music, which - as both 
bands are based in Los Angeles, 
about as far west as you can get 
whilst retaining a footing in 
mainland America, and as the City 
Of The Angels is still a pretty violent 
frontier - is neither out of place or 
context. But, if the music is 
sometimes tarred by a westem 
brush, it is always abundantly 
feathered with hillbilly rock 
plumage. 


@ Tin Star’s lead singer, guitarist 
Kerry Hansen and drummer Geoff 
Lewis worked together in a variety 
of country-pop and rock 
combinations, then in 1984 a desire 
to make more traditional based 
country music led to the formation of 
their own band. ‘We wanted to do 
something that harkened back to 
old country,’ Hansen says. ‘The 
whole Nash-trash syndrome is so 
over-produced, so predictable, it 
sucks. You have to keep a kind of 
rough edge on your music, like old 
country. Tome, part of country’s 
charm is its basicness, its purity, its 
diversity. We love that music, 
always have.’ 


@ Tin Star’s ‘Bakersfield’ track, 
‘Happy Hour’, gathered a lot of 
favourable attention and Dan 
Fredman set about producing their 
debut album, augmenting the 
regular line-up of Hansen, Lewis, 
bassist Jeff Roberts, guitarist Will 
Ray, and distaff vocalist Shelly 
O'Neill, with guest musicians Byron 
Berline (fiddle) and Skip Edwards 
(piano). The emergent 
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‘Somebody's Dreams’ (Special 
Delivery SPD 004) is a striking 
balance of old and new, looking to 
the past yet at the same time firmly 
implanted in a present of the band’s 
own making. Hansen, who penned 
nine of the songs, writes 
sociologically pointed lyrics - 
‘Without money,’ he sings in ‘Don’t 
Give Up’, ‘sunny California just 
might freeze’ - and while ‘Bullets 
And Beer’ and ‘Meet Me In 
Cheyenne’ apparently refer to the 
old west, they have thematic 
parallels in modem times. 


@ Shelly O'Neill's marvellously 
expressive lead vocals give life to 
Hansen’s clever wordplay on the 
plaintive ‘Momma's Baby Is Blue’ 
and the sassy ‘Mind Over Mattress’ 
: You opened love’s door when | 
met you, Then you slammed it and 
walked out on-me, Now the sign on 
my door says keep out darlin’, Don’t 
trespass so casually’. The 
sparkling vocal interplay, switched 
leads and snug harmonies weaving 
through ‘Blue Mist’, ‘American 
Summer’, ‘Sorry Doesn’t Work 
Anymore’, ‘Somebody's Dreams’ 
and the only non-original, a pepped 
up ‘Hey Good Lookin’’, offer fleeting 
glimpses of primary Bakersfield 
honky-tonk and early LA country 
rock. 


But such references are only 
fleeting, and what does emerge is 
the singularly distinctive sound of 
highly proficient new-age 
Hollywood Hillbillies on one hell of a 
great album. 
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@ The Lonesome Strangers - 
variously, and rather aptly, 
described as a ‘blending of hard 
country, traditional hillbilly and full 
on rock and roll’, ‘the Louvin, 
Delmore and Monroe Brothers 
effectively propelled by a worldly 
two-step back beat’ and ‘one of the 
best country rock bands since the 
Flying Burrito Brothers’ - also came 
together in Los Angeles in 

1984. Following a succession of 


personnel 
changes, founders Jeff 
Rymes (vocals, guitar, main 
songwriter) and Randy Weeks 
(vocals, guitar, contributing 
songwriter), from Colorado and 
Minnesota respectively, were joined 
by Illinois-born Mike McLean 
(drums) and the only native 
Californian, Lorne Rall (bass). 


@ Asaresult of their ‘Bakersfield’ 
contribution, Pete Anderson (who 
also produces the major label 


albums of 
Yoakam, Flores and 
Highfill) began cutting more tracks 
with the Lonesome Strangers - ‘! 
wanted to work with them,’ he 
says. ‘I Loved their songs. Jeff 
Rymes is a world-class songwriter, 
and | believe strongly in them. ‘The 
world-class potential of both songs 
and music which Rymes himself 
describes as having ‘country 
elements. elementary rock ‘n’ roll 
elements and revved-up hillbilly 
elements’ - is given full rein on 
‘Lonesome Pine’ (Special Delivery 
SPD 1012), which, like the Tin Star 
set. meets all expectations and then 


some. The Strangers convert 
‘Here Comes The Night’ (a 1965 hit 
for Van the man's r& b cum garage 
band. Them) into a high-steppin’ 
hillbilly romp which just begs to be 
released in single form, woo Buddy 
Holly's ‘56 vintage ‘Modern Don 
Juan’ with updated rockabilly 
affection, and take a sure-sighted 


" instrumental pot-shot at the '8-Ball’. 


@ The resonant guitars, lively 
staccato rhythms and brother-close 
rural harmonies of these plugged-in 
electric hillbillies couple with 
Rymes’ articulate writing and 
melodic tunes in a worldly-wise 
back-porch music that to lift a 
phrase from the lead-off track on 
side two, ‘Hillbilly Music’ - ‘makes 
the blue ridge mountains blue.’ 
They touch on Everly country 
on ‘Ton Of Shame’ and sound as if 
Gram Parsons had taken a day off 
from flying with the Burritos to help 
out on ‘The One Who Wore My 
Ring’, a pure country ballad 
assisted by Ed Black’s pedal steel 
and not surprisingly, erstwhile Byrd 
and Burrito, Chris Hillman’s 
mandolin. There’s a lazy 
backwoods stroll through 
‘Lonesome Pine’, which warms up a 
Pace or three to go ‘Walkin’ Over 
Hot Coals’. then gallops off to 
frontierland where, despite the 
warning ‘Don't Cross The Bad 
Man’. a shoot-out with ‘Stranger 
Malone’ closes a debut of such 
quality that the Lonesome 
Strangers should remain neither 
lonesome nor strangers for long. 


@ The music on both these albums 
mixes hefty chunks of old time 
country and hillbilly with rock ‘n’ roll 
sensibility. It is not retrogressive 
yee-haw or Tinsel Town Hokum, it is 
creative, it is the real thing - itis the 
modern sound of the new wave 
Beverly Hillbillies. It has nothing to 
do with Tin Star and the Lonesome 
Strangers. 


AND GARY 
FJELLGAARD. 


i: 6TOP PRESS... 


The following names have 
just been announced for the 
Peterborough Festival ’88 
RICKY SKAGGS, RONNIE MILSAP, 
TOM T HALL, BILL ANDERSON, 
JOHNNY RUSSELL, DOTTIE WEST, 
TOM WOPAT, KITTY WELLS WITH 
BOBBY WRIGHT, JOHNNY WRIGHT 
& THE TENNESSEE MOUNTAIN BOYS 
GERRY FORD, TOMMY OVERSTREET, 
LORE & THE LEGENDS, DAVE DUDLEY, 
RONNIE PROPHET, COLORADO, 
RAYMOND FROGGATT, SANDI HART, 
MARIE LESTER & MARK MOSELEY, 
TAMMY CLINE & LITTLE GINNY, 
SPILL THE BEANS, IONA & ANDY, THE 
DUKE BOYS, SUNSET BOULEVARD, 
LOUISIANA HELLRAISERS, 
PHILOMENA BEGLEY, MICK FLAVIN, 
ANITA PERRAS & TIM TAYLOR, 


TERRY CARISSE, THE 
GOOD BROTHERS, 


MICHELLE WRIGHT 


INSIDE 
REPORT 


‘ROUTE ’88 


Wspdate ..... 


TRAVIS 
HEADLINES 


@ Details can now be announced 
of the Route '88 festival, set to be 
held at several London locations 
and featuring some of America’s 
new country acts. 


@ Randy Travis, currently the 
hottest country artist in America, 
having sold over two million 
albums in the U.S.A. during the 
past two years has won virtually 
every award available (including 
two Grammys) makes his debut at 
London's Royal Albert Hall on 
Sunday June 19th, supported by 
Sweethearts of the Rodeo and 
Kathy Mattea. 


@ Sweethearts of the Rodeo, 
comprising sisters Janis Gill and 
Kristine Arnold, have emerged in 
the past two years to become 
leading contenders in the new 
country stakes, charting five hit 
singles from their debut 

album. Their album ‘One Time 
One Night’ should be released to 
co-incide with the June visit. 


@ Kathy Mattea recently 
celebrated her first ever number 
one single ‘Goin’ Gone’ from her 
recently released album ‘Untasted 
Honey’. 


@ Route '88 is expected to feature 
10 other new country acts. Artists 
under negotiation include T. 

Graham Brown, Steve Earle, Rosie 


OOOOOOOO0O0 


Flores, k.d. lang, Lyle Lovett, New 
Grass Revival and K.T. Oslin. The 
festival, which is being co- 
ordinated by the London office at 
the Country Music Association and 
supported by six major record 
companies - CBS, EMI, MCA, 
Phonogram, RCA and WEA - follow 
on from last year's New Country 
"87 marketing campaign. 


@ If you're interested in 
furthering the promotion of your 
music attend the Royal Albert Hall 
on June 19th '88 ... tickets £10.50: 
£8.50: £6.50. Box office:- 01589 
8212. (Credit Cards:- 01 589 
9465) and usual agents. 


@ More details of Route '88 will 
be announced shortly 
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Happy birthday to all Taurus and 
Gemini people, including: 


( 1st):-RITA COOLIDGE & SONNY JAMES 
( 2nd):-R.C. BANNON & LARRY GATLIN 


( 3rd):-DAVE DUDLEY 

( 4th):-STELLA PARTON 
( 5th):-TAMMY WYNETTE 
( 7th):-TERRY ALLEN 


( 8th):-LEW DeWITT & JACK BLANCHARD 
( 9th):-HANK SNOW & RICHIE FURAY 


(12th):-BILLY SWAN 
(13th):-JOHNNY WRIGHT 
(15th): —EDDY ARNOLD 
(17th):—JESSE WINCHESTER 
& PENNY DE HAVEN 


(18th):—JOE BONSALL (Oak Ridge Boys) 


& RODNEY DILLARD 
(19th): —MICKEY NEWBURY 


(23rd):—SHELLY WEST & MAC WISEMAN 


(24th): —ROSANNE CASH 


(25th): —JESSI COLTER & TOM T HALL 


(26th): —HANK WILLIAMS JNR 


(27th): KENNY PRICE & DON WILLIAMS 


(28th): —GARY STEWART 
(30th): JOHNNY GIMBLE 
(31st):—JOHNNY PAYCHECK 


oo 
OOOO 
mumm Pete 


ei -STELLA PARTON 


. MICKEY NEWBURY 


@ Is country music moving into a ‘catch 22’ position? In 
order to attract the younger (and more affluent) market, the 
establishment is relying heavily upon computerised 
instruments (more work for the technologist, less for the 
musician). Hence more and more recordings feature DX-7, 
synclavier and that increasingly prevalent statement ‘drums 
programmed by’, then banjo, fiddle and steel. This 


‘progressive move has proved successful with many . 


‘country’ records crossing over to the pop charts. Now| have 
nothing against such recordings, indeed | dearly love such 
bands as EXILE, but | do keep them in perspective and regard 
them at best as ‘fringe’ country. | ask are there enough of 
these new country converts digging back to find out more 
about the music? It is to be hoped so, for if current trends 
persist, within ten years country music will be 
unrecognisable to anyone over forty years of age. | would be 
greatly interested in your views. 


@ One album that points the way to a very healthy future for. 
country music is ‘RANDY HOWARD’ (Atlantic/America - 
import). | have long admired this ‘three packs a day’ voice 
and the guy’s ability to write and select good material. This 
really is a cracking album with at least 5 potential hit singles 
- a reggae version of ‘Ring Of Fire’, the Macon anthem, 
‘Southern Soul’, the ode to the the complete chauvinist, 
‘Gonna Find Me A Woman’, the Gospel ‘ A Pair Of Knees’, the 
touching ‘There’s No Way To Fight A Memory’. The 
production by NELSON LARKIN is pure southem with 
excellent musicians and tremendous backup vocals from 
KIM MORRISON. Definitely one not to be missed. 


@ it’s good to hear that JIM ED BROWN & HELEN 
CORNELIUS have got back together. The duo have not 
appeared together since 1980 and so their ‘Reunited Tour 88’ 
promises to be a major event. During their years apart, 


ANNE 
MURRAY 


Harmony 


SUBSCRIBERS 
CAN WIN THIS 


COUNTRY ALBUM 


APRIL 1988 


New Subscriber 
Free Draw Winner 


Brown has successfully hosted the Nashville Network’s ‘You 
Can Be A Star’ show, whilst Miss Comelius starred in the 
long running musical ‘Annie Get Your Gun’. 


@ EDDY RAVEN, the RCA recording artist / songwriter, is set 
for a heavy touring schedule with ALABAMA. 


@ RONNIE DOVE, another name from the past, is rapidly 
making inroads on the charts thanks to ‘Heartache Going 
Downtown’, a Tom Schuyler / Paul Overstreet 
composition. Dove's new album, ‘From The Heart’, is set for 
imminent release. 


@ ROSEMARY SHARP, the Canyon Creek Records artiste, 
has been enjoying attention with her current video release, 
‘If You’re Gonna Tell Me Lies’. Rosemary has been in the 
Sound Lab Studios with producer Bart Barton working on her 
next release. 


@ PATSY SLEDD, yet another name from the past, is 
enjoying a new lease of life with her Showtime single ‘Don’t 
Stay If You Don’t Love Me’. 


@ A new independant label has been founded in Nashville 
by Japenese businessman Keishi Shikata. Working under 
the banner Shikata Records, the label’s first issue is by ace 
fiddler VASSER CLEMENTS with the album ‘New Hillbilly 
Jazz’ and the single ‘I Hear The South’. The album, recorded 
at Swanee Studios in Mount Juliet (the home of Charlie 
Daniels Band) blends country with jazz, bluegrass, rock and 
big band. 


@ DON JUAN is a contemporary country vocal and 
instrumental trio. ED ALLEN (banjo, guitar, mandolin) began 
their musical lives as PATHFINDER, a bluegrass outfit, 
before taking a dramatic tum to surface in their present 
form. ‘Powerful Stuff’ (Maxx - import) is certainly 
that! Packed with drama, emotion and vocal talent. If you, 
like me, are into the vocal groups such as the Thrashers, The 
Oaks and the Statlers, then this certainly is an album for 
you. Tracks include the debut single ‘We're Gonna Love 
Tonight’, a definite chart topper with the right promotion, 
‘Jewel In The Mississippi’, ‘Shot In The Dark’ and ‘Let’s Work 
Things Out’. A great debut available on album, C.D. and 
cassette. Produced by Fred Morris. 


@ JILL JORDAN, tall, blue-eyed, auburn haired, is no dumb 
country thrush. Jill possesses a bachelor degree in 
Business Administration and marketing, qualifications, plus 
her physical attributes and talent, that should set her on the 
road to stardom. Her debut album, ‘Handle With Care’ 
(Maxx - import) should have no difficulty in putting Jill firmly 
on that ladder to success. With one exception, the songs are 
relatively new and all deal with the subject of the heart. My 
particular favourites include ‘Other Side Of The Sun’, 
‘Calendar Blues’, Jill’s current single, a refreshing treatment 
of ‘When My Blue Moon Tums To Gold Again’ and ‘Bigger 
Than The Pain’. The second half of the eighties has proved to 
be the era of the country lady with the emergence of such as 
Patty Loveless, Kathy Mattea and Nanci Griffith. | think Jill 
Jordan will be added to the list in the not too distant 
future. ‘Handle With Care’, produced by Fred Morris, is 
available on album, C.D. and cassette. 


@ The beautiful ROBIN LEE, a ACM nominee for ‘Best New 
Female Vocalist’ in 1986, has signed a recording contract 
with Atlantic America. Nelson Larkin will be 
producing. Robin’s track record includes hits on the 
Evergreen label, ‘I'll Take Your Love Anytime’, ‘Safe in The 
Arms Of Love’, and ‘Paint The Town Blue’, a duet with LOBO. 


@ MASON DIXON, the trio who rose from the obscurity of 
Texas honky tonks to national prominence, thanks to such 
albums as ‘Homegrown’ (Premier One), have signed with 
Capitol Records, not with MCA as previously reported. The 
debut album should be available shortly and is reported to be 
‘a killer’. 


Every month we offer 
New Subscribers the 
chance to win a country album 


IFIRIEIE! 


THIS MONTH 


SUPER NEW 


Mr Walker 
Gosforth 
TYNE & WEAR 


@ BILLY JOE ROYAL’s ‘I'll Pin A Note On Your Pillow’ marks 
his fourth chart single adopting country music less than two 
years ago. Royal’s current album, ‘The Royal Treatment’ 
(Atlantic America - import) is still firmly in the charts and 
remains one of my favourite albums. 


@ ANGELEEN & THE COUNTRY COUSINS, from the 
Aberdeen area, are a new name to me and one | should be 
hearing more of in the future judging by the sounds on their 
debut cassette. The ten tracks, in my experience, are 
generally not overdone and the group turn in a creditable 
vocal and instrumental performance. | believe Angeleen 
must consciously try to imitate Dolly Parton? which is a pity 
for her voice possesses potential which can never be fully 
realised unless treated with originality. BOB & WILLIE 
KNIGHT lend a little vocal variety. | suspect | would enjoy 
Angeleen & The Country Cousins in concert and would 
probably buy this cassette as a souvenir. 


@ One budget cassette I’ve a lot of time for comes from the 
talented singer / songwriter GARY ROBERTS. ‘The Country 
Gentleman’, a tribute to the late Jim Reeves, is not one of 
those ‘He’ll Have To Go / | Won't Forget You’ efforts, but a 
collection of a dozen self-penned songs dedicated to the 
memory of Gentleman Jim. Roberts, bom in Ireland but now 
living in the Nottingham area, has a talent not only for writing 
songs to fit his warm voice, but for exacting just enough from 
the musicians to compliment the songs. A very worthwhile 
release. 


@ GORDON LEMONDIN’s fourth, and most recent cassette, 
is his best to date. As ever, Gordon doesn’t go ego tripping, 
preferring to give the fans what they want - a dozen concert 
favourites. Lemondine has a very listenable balladeer’s 
voice, with every word clearly heard. 


@ NEW DAWN, Norfolk based sisters, Julie & Lindy Dawn, 
debut with an excellent cassette entitled ‘Breakin’ It’. The 
material is a mix of old and new favourites, plus fine 
originals from the pen of F.D. Howe. Essentially a 
contemporary offering, producer Mike Coe makes effective 
use of fiddle, banjo, dobro and steel. Tracks inciude ‘! Fell In 
Love Last Night’, ‘Lion In The Winter’, ‘Evening In The 
Country’ and ‘Diversions’. Well done girls. 


@ JOHN LOWNDES, one of our best upcoming singer / 
songwriters, has released a four track cassette showcasing 
his latest work. Titled ‘Fame & Fortunes’, the tape features 
four excellent songs, ‘She’s My Lady’, ‘Yours Unfaithtully’, 
‘Living For Today’ and ‘Late In The Night’. 


@ Well, we’ve looked at albums and cassettes so | guess 
we'll finish with a look at a few singles. LOU STEVENS, a top 
U.S. comedian, has come up with ‘1 Want To Have A Ranch 
Like Ronnie’s’ / ‘Get Fat With Me Baby’ (Clone, through 
Comstock). Both pieces of nonsense are self penned and 
have some nice picking behind the humour. BILLY PARKER 
has three decades of experience behind him, including 
appearances on the ‘Opry’, ‘Hee Haw’ and ‘Nashville 
Now’. Billy recently signed with Canyon Creek Records for 
whom he cut the single ‘You Are My Angel’, a Danny Byram 
composition with a 50s doo-wop fee! which | thoroughly 
enjoyed. CLINT BESTWOOD & THE MESCAL MARAUDERS is 
a strange name for a nine piece from Nottingham, but then, 
their music is a little strange too being, as the band describe 
it, ‘post punk meets country and westem’. | would call it 
goodtime music judging by their debut single ‘Sourmash’ / 
‘Sourmash Breakdown & Sweetheart’. This will keep your 
feet tapping. 


@ I've saved the best till last. DENNIS PAYNE, son of a Light 
Crust Dough Boy, nephew of the great Leon Payne, has a 
tremendously commercial voice which he uses to good effect 
on ‘| Can’t Hang On Anymore’ (True Records). With the right 
promotion this could go a very long way. 


If you are already a subscriber 
and due for renewal you will 
also be eligible. 


CES, Di@ 


But don’t waste time, your 
subscription must be with 


us by the first of next month 


OOO0O0O0 


For the subscription rates 
see elsewhere in this 
publication. 


As his prize Mr Walker will receive 


Merle Haggard’s album ‘Chill Factor 
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JOIN US, IN TILBURG, EE 


PICK UP POINT FOR ANOTHER GREAT | 
Sern: OM AU FIRST, ae 


@ Support the British entry in Europes’ 
Major Country Music Showcase... and have a great time 


RELAX 


@ We shall be Land-Cruising 
with Club Cantabrica with 
video entertainment plus bar 
and refreshments, across 
France, Belguim into Holland 


FULL PASSPORT OR VISA REQUIRED 


@ During our Channel 
Crossings by arrangement 
with Sally Line, we will be 
entertained Country style. 


@ Our Weekend base at one 
of Europes’ finest Hotels, 


[ 2 NIGHTS & ENGLISH 


BREAKFAST } offers the 
luxuries of a heated, indoor 
Swimming Pool, deluxe 
Restaurants, with superb food 
at incredibly low. prices. 


ENTERTAINMENT 


@ Asusual with C.M.R.U. 
House Parties, Friday Night is 
Party Night! So you will be 
able to hear, meet and enjoy 
the company of many artists 
representing the Eighteen 
Nations taking part in this years 
Tros Television Country Music 
EURO-MASTERS TV Showcase 
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Go on safari in Beekse Bergen! 


@ Hundreds of exotic animals live in the open air at Beekse 
Bergen Safari Park. You may encounter lions. 
chameleons, monkeys, ostriches and a great many other 
wild animals on your safari. There are several spots where 
you can safely get out of your car and enjoy the animals 
undisturbed. In the Safari Park you will also find a lion 
island, a monkey island, a flamingo island and an exciting 
show featuring 


birds of prey. 
ett 5 oooooo0o000 ~~ 


PARTY WEEKEND 
J 4 


Frid 8th - Sun 10th July ’88 


OOOOOOOO 


RETURN JOURNEY 
SHOPPING EXPEDITION 


To take full advantage of 


IDUTY FREE 
ALLOWANCES 


Into UK & 


> OoOooo0o® oooooooo 


(9 SRR FD A RAO, he A a BA alfa Se =| 
| 
' | 
| @ Please reserve me accommodation (subject to availability) for the B OOKING FORM | 
| following persons for the C.M.R.U. Euro ‘House Party’ weekend. \ 
‘ | 
————E—E————e 
PARTY LEADER Mr/Mrs/ Surname and initials bracket those sharing I 
\ Name Mr/Mrs/Miss Miss a 
| 
Address: E sud 
T ! 
=: I | 
r | 
L | ; 
| | Postcode I <2 
I 
{ (Please Print) - = | 
| | understand that as a person making this reservation | shall be responsible for ful! | | 
| settlement of the account and that full payment for the package must be settled by Friday + Fig | 
1 20th May ‘88... Also that any cancellation after the aforesaid date means my deposit can | 
| notberefunded. | also understand that cancellation after June 1st 88 will. except under é 
{ exceptional circumstances leave me liable for the full amount outstanding d | 
: Deposit £15 per person 
! Weare pleased to be able to offer personal insurance \ 
| COSTPERPERSON £6.00 Sianatireen sh )ianerMecyeh co Ao eee 
se eee Ae tito “= | ~~ Do you require mini-break insurance Deposit Enclosed.£ : + Insurance i 
; sce \ ya 
£ eC @ LUXURY COACHING » nes | . nara ae 7? Yes ze No (Cheques/PO's Payable to C.M.R.U. Pub:Co.) 
e e CHANNEL CROSSING SAT Lae _ 1 Swe iP et) viva Peet Wee: ASSURE oA oc > RIES adh anaes aie re 4 
‘0 people sharing atwin room, @ EURO- MASTERS FINAL » @ C.M.R.U. Publishing Company. 286/287 High Street. Upper Precinct LINCOLN LNZ 1AL 
ited by Hotel Room availability and will be allocated strictly in order of receipt. 
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ALBUMS 


OO THE WORDS THAT GO WITH THE MUSIC 


HIGHWAY 101 
HIGHWAY 101 
WB 925608-1 


WHISKEY, IF YOU WERE A WOMAN: BRIDGE 
ACROSS FOREVER: SOMEWHERE TONIGHT: 
WOMAN WALK THE LINE: GOOD GOODBYE: 
CRY, CRY, CRY: ARE YOU STILL MINE: ONE 
STEP CLOSER: SOMEONE BELEIVED: THE 
BED YOU MADE FOR ME. 


Although Highway 101 are billed as 
agroup the lions share of this album 
belongs to lead vocalist Paulette 
Carlson with Cactus Moser, Curtis 
Stone and Jack Daniels the 
remaining three members definitely 
taking a back seat. Highway 101 is 
an album of good quality modern 
country with the delightful Paulette 
Carlson coming across as 
somewhere between Emmylou 
Harris & Juice Newton (and vocally 
that can’t be at all bad). Along with 
being an excellent vocalist Paulette 
is also no mean songwriter as both 
‘Are You Still Mine’ and ‘The Bed 
You Made For Me’ will bear out. | 
found every song on this album 
enjoyable and among those | think 
worthy of special mentions are 
Emmylou Harris’s and Paul 
Kennerley’s ‘Woman Walk The 
Line’ and the Harlan Howard / 
Rodney Crowell composition 
‘Somewhere Tonight’ while Good 
Goodbye’ co written by Paulette is 
an envigorating piece of country 


boogie. 


If you like your country music to 
have some get up and go then this is 
for you and Highway 101 are much 
more worthy of the New Country 
Tag than several other acts that are 
being preferred. 


ROSIE FLORES 
ROSIE FLORES 
Reprise 925-626-1 


CRYING OVER YOU: MIDNIGHT TO 
MOONLIGHT: LOVIN’ IN VAIN: GOD MAY 
FORGIVE YOU BUT | WON'T: HEART BEATS 
TO A DIFFERENT DRUM: THE BLUE SIDE OF 
TOWN: SOMEBODY LOSES, SOMEBODY 
WINS: HEARTBREAK TRAIN: TURN AROUND: 
| GOTTA KNOW. 


This is yet another album that’s 
destined to spend a great deal of 
time on my turntable, it’s country 
through and through and combines 
a bunch of great songs, old and new 
with some superb vocals and real 
tasty backing. Rosie Flores is 
equally at home with songs from the 
fities and sixties such as Freddy 
Hart's ‘Lovin In Vain’ or Carl Perkins 
‘Turn Around’ as she is with 
‘Midnight To Moonlight’ co written 
by Rosie and James Intveld and 
featuring David Hidalgo on 
accordian or the driving Paul 
Kennerly / Hank DeVito 
composition ‘The Blue Side Of 
Town’. 


The soaring steel of Greg Leisz 
highlights the soulful side of Rosie 
Flores on ‘Somebody Loses, 
Somebody Wins’ while ‘Heartbreak 
Train’ a delightful piece of rockin’ 
country that originally appeared on 
the album A Town South Of 
Bakersfield this time around 
manages without the vocal talents 
of co writer Albert Lee. At the 
moment Carl Perkins ‘Turn Around’ 
is vying with the little known Harlan 
Howard / Bobby Braddock number 
‘God May Forgive You (But | Won't) 
as my personal album pick but with 
an album this good it's hard to 
decide and after a few more plays 
‘Somebody Loses, Somebody 
Wins’ could oust both of them. 
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FREDDY STEADY’S 
WILD COUNTRY 


LUCKY 7 
Heartland HLD 005 


SAY YOU'LL GO: WHAT | GOT: NIGHT TIME: 
LOVE YOU TONIGHT: HIGH LONESOME, 
COUNTRY SOUL: | LIKE WHISKEY: (| HEAR) 
NEON ANGELS SING: YOU CAN'T JUDGE A 
BOOK: I'VE BEEN FRAMED: RIDE THROUGH 
WILD COUNTRY. 


It says something for the credibility 
of British country music when an 
American artist not only records 
here but uses a whole bunch of 
British pickers for the 

session. Texas born Freddie 
‘Steady’ Krc is joined by UK 
stalwarts Wes McGhee, Bob 
Loveday, B.J. Cole, lan 
Bartholomew & Geraint Watkins for 
an album of infectious country 
music that fuses the rockin, gutsy 
Texas sound with the rather more 
lonesome sounds of the Louisian 
Bayous. 


From the Cajun sounding ‘Say 
You'll Go’ to the driving ‘Night Time’ 
with the wailing sound of Rory 
McLeod's harmonica to the 
mournful sound of ‘High Lonesome, 
Country Soul’ featuring the steel 
playing of B.J. Cole, Lucky 7 cracks 
along with some delightful, 
refreshing sounds that are 
guaranteed to set your toes tapping. 


Once again Heartland Records are 
to be congratulated for releasing 
something just a little bit different 
and having the courage to bring 
unknown artists to the attention of 
the UK country music fans. Lucky 7 
is a highly recommended slice of 
boogie woogie country and | love it. 


OOOOOOO 


GERRY FORD 
ALL OVER AGAIN 
Trim Top 11108 


(IF LHAD TO DO IT) ALL OVER AGAIN: AFTER 
ALL THESE YEARS: ‘TIL IT SNOWS IN 
MEXICO: THEY CALL HIM BOXCAR WILLIE: 
THERE | GO DREAMING AGAIN: | ALWAYS 
GET IT RIGHT WITH YOU: ‘TIL I'M TOO OLD 
TO DIE YOUNG: | NEVER ONCE STOPPED 
LOVING YOU: TRUE LOVE NEVER DIES: 
JESUS | NEED TO TALK TO YOU: DIM THE 
LIGHTS & POUR THE WINE: YOUR LOVE. 


The Gerry Ford style of country 
music is an easy listening style that 
will equally be at home on Radio 2 
as it will on specialist country music 
programmes. Once again Gerry 
has very wisely used the Acorn 
Studios in Nashville and a bunch of 
pickers that includes Leo Jackson, 
Gregg Galbraith and Ralph Childs 
on guitars, Weldon Myrick on steel 
guitar and dobro and Roger Morris 
on keyboards and as on his 
previous album ‘Thank God For 
The Radio’ the strength lies in the 
impeccable choice of material that 
ranges from a little known Boxcar 
Willie’ complete with Boxie's 
whistles to a duet with Jean 
Shepard on ‘I Always Get It Right 
With You’. Sentiment is well to the 
fore & Gerry's smooth tones make 
extremely pleasant listening on 
“After.All These Years’, ‘There | Go 
Dreaming Again’ & ‘I Never Once 
Stopped Loving You’. My personal 
favourites are *'Til It Snows In 
Mexico’ with some nice keyboards 
from Rodger Morris and the moving 
‘Til 'm Too Old To Die Young’. 


Once again Gerry has come up with 
an album that he can be proud of 
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LARRY MATTSON 
WORTH WAITING FOR 
OLAV Records WRCI 5323 


WITHOUT YOU: POOR HARD WORKING MAN: 
LOVING YOU: COULD THIS BE LOVE: 
FALLING FOR YOU: CANDLELIGHT & WINE: 
THE LIFE SHE'S LIVING: | LOSE AGAIN: YOU 
TOUCH MY HEART: YOUR MEMORIES 
LINGER: I'M WAITING FOR YOU. 


This is Larrys first album for nine 
years and as the title says it's 
‘Worth Waiting For’ indeed if | had 
been titling this album | should have 
added the word ‘Well’ in front of 

it. Worth Waiting For is a 100% 
Canadian production being 
recorded at Kinck Sound and the 
Altair Four Studios with ten out of 
the eleven songs being written by 
Larry himself, ranging from strong 
ballads such as ‘Without You’ and 
“Your Memories Linger’ 
complementing more up tempo 
songs like ‘Poor Hard Working Man’ 
(with subtle hints of a Charley Pride 
influence) and ‘I Lose Again!’ 


Backing is kept solid country with 
lots of fiddle, steel, dobro and honky 
tonk piano and the high standard 
throughout demonstrates that they 
are the equal of their Nashville 
based counterparts. Larry Mattson 
has the kind of voice that would 
appeal to the great majority of UK 
country music fans if of course they 
ever get the chance to hear 

him. My personal album picks are 
‘The Life She's Living’ and ‘Your 
Memories Linger’ both of which are 
catchy enough to make good 
singles and garner a little airplay. 


Currently Larrys record company is 
looking for a UK distributor and 
unless anything comes of it. it's a 
case of a couple of IRCs to Olav 
Records, 5174 Idlewood Crescent, 
Burlington, Ontario L7L 3Y6. 
Canada to obtain it. 


JOHN BROOMHALL 
IN THE DAYS WHEN THE ANZACS WERE NEW 
Sandstock SSM 024 


In The Days When The Anzacs 
Were New is the first of a series of 
three releases by John Broomhall 
subtitled The Australians, this first 
volume consists of 14 poems set to 


music by John commemorating the . 


values and traditions of his 
homeland. The subject matter of 
the songs ranges from mildly 
humourous with ‘Sydney Cup Day’ 
through the moving ‘Anzacs’ to the 
beautiful ‘The Shearer's Wife’ on 
which Penny Davies joins John on 
vocals, every track tells a story and 
together they paint a vivid and 
interesting musical picture of 
Australia as it was before and up to 
the first world war. 


The album was recorded, mixed 
and produced by Roger Ilott and 
Penny Davies who between them 
played ten different instruments 
including, Piano, Banjo, Dulcimer 
and guitar while Jim Gregory adds 
some very pleasant touches on 
Mandolin and Slide Guitar. In The 
Days When Anzacs Were New is 
not an album for the modern country 
music fan, but for lovers of Aussie 
Bush Ballads, or those of us who 
enjoy amore simplistic and acoustic 
folk / country style 


Even with the current interest here 
in Australia this album will no doubt 
be difficult to track down so you'll 
probably have to contact Sandstock 
Music at PO Box 557 Charlestown, 
N.S.W. Australia 2290 


@ ‘Photo by Brian Shelley 


CRYSTAL GAYLE 
TALKING IN YOUR SLEEP 


FREDDY STEADY’ 


LUCKY 7 


Photo By Jim Silverthorn 


BOBBY YATES 
$.0.C.M. (SAVE OUR COUNTRY MUSIC) 
Rave RLP 1002 


S.0.C.M.: WEARY BLUES: THE UGLY SONG: 
I'M SO LONESOME | COULD CRY: BACK ON 
DADDY'S FARM: MOANIN’ THE BLUES: THE 
OLD WISHING WELL: HAVE YOU EVER 
REALLY LISTENED (TO ONE OF HANK 
WILLIAMS SONGS): WHY DON’T YOU LOVE 
ME: OH! WITHOUT LOVE: T.G.I.F.: THE 
SUICIDE: LOVING TOUCH: HEY GOOD 
LOOKING. 


| feel sure that the sentiments 
expressed in ‘S.0.C.M.’ will be 
heartily echoed by many readers of 
this magazine and this song would 
make an ideal anthem for a back to 
roots of the music 

movement. Bobby Yates is a fan of 
the late Hank Williams so not only 
are there five of Hanks songs on this 
album but Bobbys own 
compositions (nine in all) are all 
influenced stylistically by the master 
and therefore retaining the charm 
and dare | say innocence of that 
early fifties time warp. 


Although Bobby Yates has been 
heavily influenced by Hank he is not 


Reviewed by: Clive Wynes 


EMI EMSI289 


Heartland HLD 005 


I'm glad to say a Hank Williams 
clone, although there are vocal 
similarities and the fact that Bobby 
has utilised Jerry Rivers on fiddle & 
Don Helms on steel means that 
some comparisons are bound to be 
drawn. Among the other well 
known musicians used are Hargus 
‘Pig’ Robbins on Piano and Charlie 
McCoy on harmonica with Ray 
Edenton both producing and 
playing rhythm guitar. 


Bobby Yates does a fine job on the 
Hank Williams numbers while his 
own compositions stand up well 
alongside these classics. Of 
Bobbys own songs both ‘S.O.C.M.’ 
and ‘Have You Ever Really 
Listened’ etc. stand out above the 
rest with the painfully humourous 
‘Ugly Song’ and the traumatic ‘The 
Suicide’ running very close behind 
them, If you're a fan of the Hank 
Williams style of music then this is 
for you, S.O.C.M. is an album of 
very good solid country music and if 
you can’t get it from your regular 
dealer then drop a line to VMY 
Productions at 3965 Tanner Road, 
Orlando, Florida 32826. U.S.A. for 
details. 


CRYSTAL GAYLE 
TALKING IN YOUR SLEEP 
EMI EMSI289 


DON'T IT MAKE YOUR BROWN EYES BLUE: 
ALL| WANNA DO IN LIFE: PAINTIN’ THIS OLD 
TOWN BLUE: | WANT TO LOSE YOU IN ME: 
YOUR OLD COLD SHOULDER: GREEN DOOR: 
YOU: LET'S DO IT RIGHT: RESTLESS: TOO 
DEEP FOR TEARS: WHEN | DREAM: IT’S ALL 
RIGHT WITH ME: BEFORE I'M FOOL 
ENOUGH: GONNA LAY ME DOWN BESIDE MY 
MEMORIES: YOUR KISSES WILL: ONE MORE 
TIME (KARNEVAL): LAY BACK LOVER: TOO 
GOOD TO THROW AWAY: LOVING YOU SO 
LONG NOW: TALKING IN YOUR SLEEP. 


Crystal Gayles recent UK 
appearances will I'm sure have 
gained the lovely lady many new 
fans and I've no doubt that this 
twenty track compilation will prove 
extremely popular with them as well 
as with fans of longer standing. As 
far as I'm concerned these tracks 
recorded between 1974 and 1979 
are from Crystals classic period in 
the days when her voice was as 
they say ‘as pure as a mountain 
stream’. A couple of the tracks 
‘Don't It Make Your Brown Eyes 
Blue’ and ‘Talking In Your Sleep’ 
both made the UK top twenty while 
the album ‘When | Dream’ also 
made the top thirty album charts. 


Alongside the aforementioned UK 
hits are many of Crystals USA hits 
such as ‘Restless’, ‘Your Kisses 
Will’, ‘One More Time’ and ‘Your 
Old Cold Shoulder’ as well as some 
specially selected album tracks 
such as Dolly Partons ‘You’, Cole 
Porters ‘It's All Right With Me’ or the 
old Frankie Vaughan hit ‘Green 
Door’. 


Talking In Your Sleep is an album 
that | have no hesitation in 
recommending as a bargain not to 
be missed both for quality and 
quantity. 


OOOOOOOO00 
OOOOOOOoOo 


CHRIS HILLMAN 
DESERT ROSE 
Sundown SDLP 060 


WHY YOU BEEN GONE SO LONG: 
SOMEBODY'S BACK IN TOWN: WALL 
AROUND YOUR HEART: ROUGH AND ROWDY 
WAYS: DESERT ROSE: RUNNING THE 
ROADBLOCKS: | CAN'T KEEP YOU IN LOVE 
WITH ME: TREASURE OF LOVE: ASHES OF 
LOVE: TURN YOUR RADIO ON. 


If you take a bunch of great songs 
such as Jimmie Rodgers ‘Rough & 
Rowdy Ways’, Mickey Newburys 
‘Why You Been Gone So Long’, 
Johnny and Jacks ‘Ashes Of Love’ 
or Reno and Smileys ‘Wall Around 
Your Heart’ then get Jay Dee 
Maness on steel guitar, James 
Burton on electric guitar, Byron 
Berline and Ray Park on fiddle 
Bernie Leadon on mandola, banjo 
and guitar, and Glen D Hardin on 
piano, top all that with Chris Hillman 
on lead vocals and mandolin and 
Herb Pederson on harmony vocals 
etc, and you should end up with a 
great album of country 

‘music. Desert Rose is a great 
album although it’s now around four 
years old it still retains all the 
brightness and refreshing love for 
the music that shone through when 
itwas first released on the Sugar Hill 
label. 


Sundown records are to be 
congratulated for releasing this 
album here and for bringing a little 
joy into this reviewers life, so why 
not pop out to your local record 
shop, pick up a copy of Desert Rose 
and bring some joy into your life. 
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COUNTRY WORDSEARCH 
KORE ORO LDS 
Sy S55 555 


BEST COUNTRY SONG AWARD 
Each artiste or band will perform their qualifying song 
Title & I'll Write You A Song’, well this month 


SUNDAY JUNE 26th 1988 
we've taken the titles and mixed them 


around for another batch of anagrams. The Priory Park Southend 
correct titles are in the gridsosearchthem # Lunchtime at 12.30 


out and then unravel them against their # Artistes & Musicians compete for Awards 
alternative names listed below. Remember % SPECIA\ GUESTS 


— we | 
a > 
Oe ed 


=a 
= 


@ Kenny Serratt once wrote ‘Give Me A = 


diagonally to search them out. 


it’s up down or across either way or : STEVE MITCHELL and SHILOH 
ie Ke TICKETS £3.00 
: odie Song '88 PO Box 6, 


a '@ 
“Alo-te0p 
Southend Borough Council 2 
esse*™ y Nes 


Southend-on-Sea 


AWARD WINNERS ona NEW ALBUM 


RICH RECORDS 
GRO 104 CASSETTE 


ERRESU RARE = LEE TODS cose 


DISTRIBUTED BY EMI through SUPERTRACKS 
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D-—-CnNMAMmMmMo<ZoOo—-<MDI*A®H<-OMMOHN-— 
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Win Opti Se eM Mc @ - mS > m > 
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Compiled by Tony Anderson 


Now unravel the songs 12. Feel Vein Writhe. 26. Drama Time. 40. Foes Shine. 
from their Boleroes:- 13. Blue Wasp. 27. As It’s In. 41. Roving Treats. 
14. Fox Treats. 28. Raced Into. 42. Grade Body Nets. 
1. A Beak Awry. 15. Rumbled In On It. 29. Reek Or Bath. 43. Messy Bap. 
2. Cat Be Faster Fakir. 16. Mod Measle. _ 30. In Chapel. 44. Grit Homed. 
3. Snob Looter. 17. These Saints. 31. If Unreal. 45. A Moving Zeal. 
4. Barn Demand. 18. His Neon. 32. Oval Gnats. 46. Go In Great Heat. 5-DAY 
5. Blonde Arky. 19. Any Whose Note. 33. No RT Gaurd. 47. Marvel An’ Glint. (4-NIGHT) 
6. False Hooves. 20. Deepens Inlands. 34. So Pale. 48. Want L.A. Brazed. Bo 
7. For Finger. 21. In A Score. 35. Evade Fold. 49. Dobros Fees. BS at the INVERNESS co U nf TRY 
8. Moist Nail. 22. Clever Mails. 36. | Fill My Babe. 50. Newer Hint. = INDOOR BOWLING CENTRE | 
9.K.O. Lawn. 23. The Filing. 37. | Lust Meat. 51. Hell Pit. | Fri. 22nd - Scottish 'n HOLIDAY 
10. Send My Bat. 24. One Moose Helm. 38. He Tried. 52. I'd Cover. a Country Night FROM 
11. Third Mesa. 25. Hovel Rust. 39. Real Flat. 53. O Sell Resin. Be 


22nd to 26th July 


* All Festival « 
Activities (day and Evening) 


Sal. 23nd - Afternoon Concert 
Es Evening Buffet Dance 
= | Su. 2ut-Afternoon Concert 


MAccCH —_. Ee Evening Dance 
8 Jerry Reed. 29. Bill Carlisle Bs . 
Winner  HoytAson,—_20.otmy Paycheck STOP PRESS. ARTISTS APPEARING * Cruise on Loch Ness * 
ionme Prophet. J onzo An scar. 
Mr.Reg Hill, "lmmyeuter”— 32 Hank Snow # | TOMPALL GLASER and __ (Live Entertainment) 
* ’ 12. Tex Williams. 33. Grace Wilson. st . 
Bilton Road, 13 ones 34 een @ TV's epee Stage personality Joe 3: | his AMERICAN BAND * Tour of Colorado Country * 
14. Johnny Cash 35. Clarence Ashle Brown tours with a full countryband —:s:: A 
Rugby. 15. Statler Bros 36. Billy Cox. late August & September this year. PHILOMENA BEGLEY & * Special Lunch at Granny’s * 
. ‘ 16. Shel Silverstei 37. Roy Acuff. we E 

Mr Hill receives 77 ioe Bandy. “a 38. Jimny Davis @ Joe, has always had a genuine love is SHOT GUN Z Heilan’ Hame 

an album ofthe = 18. Davia wikins. 39. Jimmie Rodgers of country music. Appearing atthe = The Cotton Mill Boys - Clovis ; 

Editors choice. iB pe oe 40 sie Ai Peterborough Festival in’82 and'83 Jolene & Barry - Dave Sheriff * Tours Around the Highland « 
A ii Paien rae Strai drew acclaim from fans and media: vt . . . 

Teas 2 peers 3 Doles ; alike, and numerous offers of country 3: & Nicki Clarke - Gerry Ford & Area including Dunrobin 

2. Billy Ed Wheeler 23. Cal Smith 44. Mel Street engagements had to be turned down Bs Buzzard Creek . Manson Grant Castle 

A iiay ekena, « 25.Reasimaon,  #8-Shad Noley ee (2 | & The Dynamos -ugarah ory 4 gee ce eo at 

je MICKEY GHEY. 26. Dave Dudley. 47. Elion Britt @ In March this year, promoter Vic 3 West ‘n’ Elliot - The Ruby Rendall P g 

6. Roger Miller. 27. Roy Clark. 48. Buck Owens. oe 


7. Johnny Bond. 28. Roy Drusky. 49. Joe Ely. 


Woodhouse talked Joe into putting his 3 Band - John C King Family Band Inverness C&W Club 
country band together for a one-off a : 


appearance. The result was a sell out : Country Company - Duke Boys * AND MUCH, MUCH MORE x 
at Barking Assembly Rooms with all i Maggie & Tennessee Express For Festival Tickets only 


tickets sold within three weeks. The 


(Country Music Round Up) reaction of the capacity audience was Bs Gambler - Stetson contact Anne on (0463) 221268 
enough to whet the artist's appetite and :3: ACTS LISTED SUBJECT = Aina eee 
Wo rdsea rch is accept an offer from Woodhouse to put : TO ALTERATION > Develepareat Board Project 
‘ ti together a tour of selected country “2 
“peceake ahegee venues forthe autumn. Ina effort to HOLIDAY PACKAGE which includes B&B accommodation, 


mecaperid erating eae as tak dence i tours and transport, all admissions to above activities, etc 
England, | concert audiences. for only £119 pp (excluding transport to and from Inverness) 


Extra Night supp. £14 For full details write to 


Ce Peer Highland Insight Holidays - PO Box 60 - Inverness - Tel. (0463) 220414 
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me one heniseee poner wes) cea Spa RELIEIE Pera “ret emai sentient pee eyrgmaet SEP: 


Jeffrey and Howard Kruger present 


APPEARING AT: 


APRIL 
Sat. 30th Cornwall Coliseum, St. Austell 


MAY 
JOHNNY Sun. 1st Corn Exchange, Cambridge 


Mon. 2nd Bournemouth International Centre 


Weds. 4th Ritz Theatre, Lincoln 
Fri. 6th Opera House, Blackpool 
Sat. 7th Apollo Theatre, Manchester 


Sun. 8th Sands Centre, Carlisle 


JUNE CARTER Tues. 10th Cliffs Pavilion, Southend 


AND Weds. 11th Brighton Centre 


THE CARTER F AMILY Tickets for all dates except London direct from theatre booking offices 
THE JOHNNY CASH SHOWBAND Royal Albert Hall, Thursday 12th May 7.30 pm 


Tickets available at £15.00, £12.50, £10.00, £7.50, £5.00 
(plus 50p booking fee per ticket) only by postal application to 
Kruger Organisation, PO Box 130, Hove, Sussex BN3 6QU 
- send SAE & cheque. 

Telephone enquiries or credit card bookings 0273-503001 
of from Keith Prowse 01-741 8989 (plus agency fee). 


APPEARING AT: 

MAY 

Weds. 4th Lakeside Country Club, Frimley Green* 

Thur. 5th Central Hall Theatre, Chatham 

Sat. 7th Cornwall Coliseum, St. Austell 

Sun. 8th Caesar’s Palace, Luton* 

Mon. 9th St. David's Hall, Cardiff 

Thur, 12th Presthaven Holiday Park, Prestatyn 

Fri. 13th Royal Centre, Nottingham 

Sat. 14th Ritz Theatre, Lincoln 

Sun. 15th Theatre Royal, Norwich "1 

Tue. 17th Corn Exchange, Cambridge e ee 

Weds. 18th Royal Spa Hall, Bridlington ; e R. d 
Thur. 19th Empire Theatre Sunderland ee a WITH GUEST STAR ay mon 

Fri. 20th The Sands Centre, Carlisle . : ee : 

Sun. 22nd Guild Hall, Preston ae F tO att 
Mon. 23rd The Héxagon, Reading — 

Tues. 24th Caesar’s Palace, Luton* a 


“Raymond Froggatt not appearing 
Tickets for all dates except London direct from theatre booking offices 


Royal Albert Hall, Tues. May 10th at 7.30 pm 


Tickets available at £12.50, £10.50, £8.50, £6.50, £4.50 
(plus 50p booking fee per ticket) only by postal application to 
Kruger Organisation, PO Box 130, Hove, Sussex BN3 6QU 
~ send SAE & cheque. 

Telephone enquiries or credit card bookings 0273-503001 
or from Keith Prowse 01-741 8989 (plus agency fee). 


APPEARING AT: 


JUNE 

Mon. 6th St. David's Hall, Cardiff 
Tues. 7th Bournemouth International Centre 
Weds. 8th — Lakeside Country Club, Frimley Green 
Thurs. 9th Royal Spa Hall, Bridlington 


Fri. 10th Sands Centre, Carlisle 
Sun. 12th Liverpool Empire 
Mon. 13th The Playhouse, Edinburgh 
Weds. 15th The Apollo, Manchester 


Capitol Recording Star Fri. 17th Leas Cliff Hall, Folkestone 


WITH GUEST STAR Sat. 18th Caesar’s Palace, Luton 


PHILOMENA BEGLEY Sun. 19th The Apollo, Oxford 
Tickets for all dates except London direct from theatre booking offices 


Royal Albert Hall, Mon. 20th June at 7.30 pm 


Tickets available at £12.50, £10.50, £8.50, £6.50, £4.50 
(plus 50p booking fee per ticket) only by postal application to 
Kruger Organisation, PO Box 130, Hove, Sussex BN3 6QU 
- send SAE & cheque. 

Telephone enquiries or credit card bookings 0273-503001 
or from Keith Prowse 01-741 8989 (plus agency fee). 
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Dear Editors, 


With reference to your April edition | 
have noted the comments by two of 
your contributors concerning Daniel 
O'Donnell namely Enid 
Thompson... ‘O'Donnell isn’t 
country’ (in capitals no less) and 
Ann Carmody ‘Daniel does not 
profess to be a country singer, just 
an entertainer’ (does thatmean you 
can't be both?). Oh, how | agree 
with both. 


Incidently, concerning the second 
quote, why in hell are the Country 
Music Association allowing his 
L.P's into their charts? (Have Ritz 
Records done a deal with them as 
well?). Perhaps we will see Des 
O'Conner in there too, after all he 
also is just an entertainer (well just 
about). 


Yours in the real world of C.M. 


Bernard L.Ffrance-Aiston, 
Kidlington, 
OXFORD. 


OOOO0OO0 
Dear Editor, 


We wish to answer the continual 
criticism of Daniel O’Donnell. We 
are fed up with reading and hearing 
people knocking him, we have seen 
him five time’s now, on two 
occasions travelling over sixty miles 
just to be able to see and hear him 
again. We were rewarded 
everytime not only with his 
FANTASTIC voice, but with his 
Caring attitude for his audience as 
well. On the 2nd March we were at 
Chatham, after the show we met 
Daniel, we introduced ourselves, 
and just happened to mention my 
husbands favourite tune (21 
years). When we were in the 
audience at Fairfield Hall, Croydon, 
Eight concerts later, Daniel 
remembered us, our name’s and 
after singing 21 years dedicated it to 
my husband. Weare notold both in 
our early 30’ties, Karen is only 25 
years, but it is our children ranging 
from the ages of five years to 13 
years as well as our parents which 
enjoy him, surely this proves his 
ability to appeal to all ages. As| 
have said we have seen him five 
times now, three on his latest tour 
and we can not wait to see him 
again, with Mary Duff as a 
supporting artist could anyone ask 
for more. 

Thank you, 

Ray & Janet Hendricks, 

& Karen Spinks 

& Family's, 

KENT. 


OOOOOO0O 


Dear Editor, 


| have just returned from Wembley, 
and | am writing to say how much 
my 13 year old son, and myself 
enjoyed ourselves. The whole 
atmosphere is fantastic, and the 
warmth and friendliness of the 
people is great, and has to be 
sampled to be believed. The Best 
Of British shows were really great, 
and the standard of acts was very 
high. It would be unfair to single 
acts out, as they where all good, but 
| must congratulate Gerry Ford, on 
holding everything together all 
weekend. The exhibition area was 
also very good. The main arena 
shows were also excellent, all the 
acts were good, but the highlights of 
the weekend for us were as follows, 
(in no particular order of preference) 
COLORADO, PATTY LOVELESS, 
MERLE HAGGARD, and THE 
JORDANAIRES on 


Saturday. CHARLIE McCOY, 
LEON EVERETTE and MARGO 
SMITH on Sunday, RAYMOND 
FROGGATT, LARRY 
CUNNINGHAM, CARROLL 
BAKER, FREDDY FENDER, THE 
O’KANES and WILLIE NELSON on 
the Monday. GEORGE 
HAMILTON also did a great job as 
compere. Once again Mervyn 
Conn is to be congratulated. My 
only dissapointment was the non- 
appearance of THE DESERT 
ROSE BAND which couldn't be 
helped. 


Once again congratulations to all 
concerened. 

Yours sincerely, 

Ivor Evans, 

Sunderland, 

Tyne & Wear. 


OOOOOO000 


Dear Editor, 


Referring to the April Edition of 
C.M.R.U. in the North East section 
about Harrogates Royal Hall. 

It was a brilliant show enjoyed by 
all. My complaint is that there was 
no mention at all about Madison 
County who opened the show with a 
forty minute spot. Not West Virginia 
as was formerly published. 


They did a really good job as it must 
have been difficult for them as 
people were coming in and trying to 
find their seats. Also, they should 
have had Alan Cameron doing 
more singing as he has a really fine 
voice. | know Alan is an entertainer 
in his own right as | have been to 
see him numerous times and have 
enjoyed every show. 


Looking forward to next month’s 
Paper. Thank You. 


Mrs. M. Skoczylis, 
Fagley, 
Bradford. 


OOOOoOoO0o00 


Dear Editor, 


Each time | write a letter about this 
Great Artist, |seem to repeat myself 
the reason being the Great Bobby 
Bare never fails to please, the years 
come and go and yet Bobby still 
comes over like a breath of fresh air. 


Opening his set at the ‘Central Hall’ 
Chatham, he seemed very happy 
and extremely relaxed he opened 
with the fast moving ‘White Freight 
Liner’ then onto the favourites that 
everyone loves to hear, he then took 
up the acoustic guitar and sang 
‘Time’ this seems to have becomea 
favourite with Bob's fans, Towns 
Van Zandts ‘Tecumseh Valley’ 
another well applauded song. 


Bobby's backing band Pulleybone 
had yet another new face, it was 
strange not seeing the familiar 
stance of Bass player Ken Smith as 
he had been with Bob for a good 
many years, he rounded his set off 
with the witch screaming ‘Marie 
Loveau’ and everyone loved it. 


D.A.C. gave a terrific performance 
with such feeling. 


Two great Artists giving their 
all. Look forward to Bobby's next 
tour. 


Jenny Prebble, 
Bethersden, 
Kent. 


Dear Eds, 


Having just read Pete Griffin's 
review of the Bobby Bare/David 
Allan Coe show | thought that I’d put 
pen to paper with a few comments 
on their West Country Show at 
Bristol. Firstly all praise to Bobby 
Bare if it hadn't been for his superb, 
extremely professional set | should 
feel totally ripped off once again by 
D.A.C. who in a set lasting around 
one and a half hours performed no 
less than 25 minutes of very bad 
conjuring tricks, unfortunately the 
only trick he didn’t perform was to 
dissapear completely and allow 
Bare back on stage. 


This is the third time I’ve seen Coe 
on stage, the first time at Keynsham 
a couple of years back was an 
unmitigated disaster, his Wembley 
appearance was very enjoyable 
and | was hoping that his Bristol gig 
would have been at least up to that 
standard. But once again Coe has 
demonstrated what he feels about 
his few West Country fans (& on 
these showings getting fewer with 
each day that passes), no doubt | 
shall carry on buying his albums but 
if | ever attend another Coe concert 
(& | use that word concert 
begrudgingly) then | will doubtless 
be dragged there in chains. 


| appreciate that all artists can have 
an ‘off’ night but unfortunately Coe 
appears to have more than his fair 
share of them. As this lack lustre 
performance from Coe was 
sandwiched musically between two 
excellant evenings entertainment 
e.g. Pinto Bennett at the Bung Inn 
and Sonny Curtis with the Kelvin 
Henderson Band at Burbage the 
difference in both quality and value 
for money was even more 

obvious. Hopefully D.A.C. will 
never again grace the West Country 
with his prescence and | shall be 
saved from the temptation of 
spending hard earned money ona 
poor mans Paul Daniels. 


Clive Wynes, 
Frome. 
Somerset. 


OOOoOoOooo0O 


Dear Editor, 


May I, through C.M.R.U., say a big 
thank you, to the people who 
organised the tour of Pinto Bennett 
and his Famous Motel 

Cowboys. This outfit played two 
dates in the North East of England, 
blowing through the area like a 
breath of fresh air. Both venues 
were filled to capacity and the band 
really did themselves proud, giving 
two shows of top quality, both in 
choice of material and 
musicianship. 


Pinto sang his songs with real 
feeling. His band need to be seen 
to be appreciated. The twin leads, 
actually working in country music 
were superb. Harmonies on such 
numbers as Whispering trees, left 
you wanting more. A bass player, 
who not only played well, butsanga 
great version of the well tried classic 
‘San Antonia Rose’. The drummer 
also, played well, but quietly, so we 
didn’t miss out on anything from the 
rest of the band. 


Please let's have Pinto and the guys 
back real soon. 


S. Butters, 
Bishop Auckland, 
Co. Durham. 


“=. D.A.C. conjuring 


Dear Editor, 


Having been a regular reader of 
C.M.R.U. a good few years, | feel | 
must write this letter | quite agree 
with Yvonne Evans (April Issue) 
and her opinion of Diana 
Richardson's boast of the number 
of albums (March Issue) she has 
bought in the last year. 

| always thought the letters page 
was for constructive criticism, 
praise, etc., yet in the March Issue 
almost a quarter of the page was 
dedicated to one reader's ego trip. 


Diana Richardson proudly boasts 
she bought 63 albums in 1987 then 
she has the audacity to list them not 
as any genuine person would have 
done (1,2,3,4,5, etc...) but901, 902, 
903, etc., is she trying to tell us 
something like, ‘I’ve got a thousand 
albums and I’m letting you 

know’. Jealousy, ‘No Way’. 


| personally could not care less how 
many albums a person buys or how 
many albums they have in their 
collection. (After all, what they 
spend their money on is their 
business) 


What I do object to is OUR page 
being used this way. 


| know people who write to you who 
have large collections, myself 
included, | will not write the exact 
number as | feel it would defeat the 
purpose of this letter. 


| feel it is utterly deplorable that you 
can print letters of that kind when 
people not so lucky can ill afford to 
buy ten albums a year. 


Yes. you probably made her day by 
printing her letter, but you have also 
sickened a great many people. By 
all means let people write in their 

Top 10's etc... But no more letters of 
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that sort please. (I don’t suppose 
this letter will ever see print). 
Your paper is still great, even with 
it’s faults, ta for reading this, 

Bill Gray, 

Fife, 

Scotland, 


Eds: From our most recent Readers 
Survey... It would appear that on ‘Average’ 
our readership does purchase almost one 
album / cassette per week our survey 
indicates-43.2... so perhaps people like Ms 
Richardson help to boost that figure... also 
Mick Greens article (April '88) indicates 
there is a considerable spend, amongst the 
Country Music Fans. 


OOOOOOoOoO 


Dear Editor, 


Through your paper, may | express 
my heartfelt thanks to the person 
who found and handed in, my wallet 
containing two credit cards which | 
lost while attending the Southport 
Festival last Sunday. 


The excessive cost of albums and 
western wear in general must 
present a great temptation in these 
lean times. So thank you for 
reassuring my faith in the honesty of 
the country music fans. | think if! 
had been attending a Pop/Rock 
event, the outcome would have 
been a different story. 


Yours sincerely, 
John Frears, 
Whitehaven, 
Cumbria. 


Music By Mail 


DEPT. TWO, P.O. BOX 14, BUTTS GREEN RD, 


HORNCHURCH, ESSEX RM11 1HT 


| INTRODUCTORY OFFER! \° 


Buy 3 Tapes or CD's and receive a country compilation Tape FREE!! 


[our TOP 20 TAPES | 


| MORE FAVOURITES 


mes 


1. Daniel O'Donnell £5.99 
Don't Forget to Remember 
2. Foster & Allen 5.99 
Reflections 
3. Rose Marie £5.99 
Sentimentally Yours 
4. Patsy Cline £4.99 
16 Original Greats 
5. Boxcar Willie £4.99 
King of the Road 
6. Charley Pride £5.99 
After All This Time 
7. Rose Marie £5.99 
Sings Just For You 
8. Brendan Shine £5.49 
Collection 
9. Daniel O'Donnell £5.99 
! Need You 
10. Green Velvet £4.99 
16 Various Irish Artists 
11. Daniel O'Donnell £5.99 
Two Sides of 
12. Mary Duff £5.99 
Love Someone Like Me 
13. Loretta Lynn £4.99 
16 Original Greats 
14. Rose Marie £5.99 
So Lucky 
15. Foster & Allen £5.99 
Very Best of Vol. 2 
16. Foster & Allen £5.99 
After All These Years 
17. Margo £4.99 
Girl from Donegal 
18. Daniel O'Donnell £4.99 
Boy from Donegal 
19. Ann Breen £5.99 
Pal of My Cradle Days 
20. Boxcar Willie 3.99 


Not The Man I Used To Be 


ALL PRICES INCLUDE VAT & DELIVERY (UK only) 


Delivery abroad add 50p per order. Prices for Tapes only, if record required 


21. Billie Joe Spears £3.99 
: 20 Country Greats 
22. Waylon Jennings £4.99 


Country Collection (16 Tracks) 


23. Dubliners £3.99 
Greatest Hits 

24. Ricky Skaggs £5.49 
Sweet Temptation 

25. Sydney Devine £4.99 
50 Country Winners 

26. Philomena Begley £5.99 
All about Love 

27. Duelling Banjos £3.99 
20 Classics 

28. Hal Roach £5.49 
Best of Irish Humour 

29. George Jones £3.99 
20 Greatest Hits 

30. Australia £4.99 
Le Garde Twins 

31. Hank Locklin £4.99 
Country Collection (16 Tracks) 

32. Jerry Lee Lewis £4.99 
Very Best of (Country) 

33. Barney O’Shamrock £3.99 


Irish Accordion (Instrumental) 


34. Red Sovine £3.99 
Teddy Bear 

35. Jimmy Martin £3.99 
Greatest Bluegrass Hits 

36. Paddy Reilly £4.99 
20 Golden Irish Ballads 

37. Billy Walker £4.99 
Best of 

38. Ace Cannon £4.99 
Golden Classics 

39. Emmylou Harris £4.99 
Country Collection (16 Tracks) 

40. Roger Whittaker £5.99 


Love Songs 


please add 50p per order. 


PAYMENT: Cheques or Postal Orders made payable to Music by Mail. 
Access or American Express also accepted - please quote Card No. 
Please allow 21 days for delivery. 


_ 


. Foster & Allen £10.99 


Reflections 


. Sydney Devine £8.99 
50 Country Winners 
. Channad 


The Collection 


2. Rose Marie £10.99 
Sentimentally Yours 

3. Fureys & Davey Arthur £10.99 
Fureys Finest 

4. Boxcar Willie £8.99 
King of the Road 

5. Daniel O'Donnell £10.99 
Don't Forget to Remember 

6. Roger Whittaker £10.99 
Love Songs 

7. Foster & Allen £10.99 
Reminiscing 
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£10.99 


10. Red Sovine £8.99 
16 Greatest Hits 

11. Johnny Paycheck £8.99 
16 Greatest Hits 

12. Foster & Allen £10.99 
Very Best of Vol. 1 

13. Willie Nelson £5.99 


20 Golden Hits 
14. Daniel O'Donnell 
1 Need You 


£10.99 


15. Johnny Cash £5.99 
18 Golden Hits 

16. Freddy Fender £10.99 
Country Collection 

17. Lynn Anderson £5.99 
20 Golden Hits 

18. Roy Orbison £6.99 
19 All-time Hits 

19. Oak Ridge Boys £10.99 


Country Collection 
20. Lester Flatt & Earl Scraggs 
20 Greatest Hits 


COUNTRY MUSIC ROUND UP ... MAY 1988 


OF COUNTRY 


KEEP letters short. 
Write on one side of the 
paper only. Letters written 
on both sides will not be 
considered for publication. 
All letters are subject to 
editing and submission 
will be taken to imply 
acceptance of that 
condition. 


The Editors 


Dear Editor, 


This is the earliest opportunity that ! 
have had to write following my 
telephone call to you on 
Wednesday. March 30th last 
regarding page 21 in ‘Country 
Music Round Up’ (April 1988) and 
the incorrect ‘Stop Press’ which 
quotes... ‘Australia duo have 
withdrawn from the Wembley 
Festival this month following 
contractual differences between the 
act and promoter Mervyn 

Conn’. During our conversation 
you told me that you received the 
information from the Mervyn Conn 
Office on Wednesday, March 

16th: No one had the right to give 
this wrong information and no way 
should you have put it in print. 


Itwas on Friday, February 26th, that 
| telephoned the Mervyn Conn 
Organisation complaining about the 
advertising of ‘Australia’ on the 
International Festival Of Country 
Music in the March editions of the 
Country Music Press. | spoke with 
the Press Officer Mr. Warren Davies 
and he told me that whilst ‘Australia’ 
were last named on the Monday 
listing it did not necessarily mean 
that they would be the opening 

act. Re: the naming of George 
Hamilton IV as the host Mr. Davies 


was unable to answer! He added. ‘| 
suppose we should have named 
George Hamilton IV under the 
Saturday and the Sunday listings. 
and ‘Australia’ under the 

Monday.’ The Mervyn Conn 
organisation were fully aware of my 
dissatisfaction of the advertising of 
‘Australia’ 


Miss Jessie Kent of the Mervyn 
Conn Organisation telephoned me 
on Monday evening, March 7th, as 
she was awaiting to hear from the 
Legarde Twins. | told her that they 
leave Hendersonville every 
Monday at 10 a.m. as they appear 
weekly at the Longhorn Ballroom, 
Dallas, Texas, on Tuesdays and 
Wednesdays and do not arrive back 
in Hendersonville until the early 
hours of Thursdays. | spoke with 
Tom Legarde on Saturday, March 
12th, and he told me that a telegram 
was being sent by them to the 
London Office of the Mervyn Conn 
Organisation. Miss Kent 
telephoned me on the evening of 
Monday, March 14th, and told me 
that the telegram was received that 
afternoon and that the Mervyn Conn 
Organisation had replied by letter 
that same afternoon giving the 
Legarde Twins until Friday, March 
18th, for their response. | reminded 
her that they were in Dallas until the 
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KENNY JOHNSON & NORTHWIND for 
‘88 EURO COUNTRY MUSIC MASTERS 


GOLDEN STAR AWARDS T.V. SHOW. 
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Thursday and also pointed out that 
a letter from London would not 
arrive so quickly. | therefore told 
Miss Kent that | would telephone 
either Tom's wife Diane or Ted's 
wife Sharon and pass on this 
information. | spoke with Diane and 
she immediately remarked that a 
letter would not arrive by Friday. | 
therefore asked Diane to get either 
Tom or Ted to telephone the Mervyn 
Conn Office in London on their 
return from Dallas. | again 
telephoned Diane on Wednesday 
evening, March 16th, and she told 
me that Ted and Tom were due 
home in the early hours of Thursday 
morning, which time would be too 
early to call London. | therefore 
suggested that they telephoned at 2 
p.m. GMT, and | telephoned Miss 
Kenton the Thursday morning to let 
her know. At 1 a.m. GMT Friday, 
March 18th. | spoke with Ted, and 
then a few hours later Gerald and | 
were at the Mervyn Conn 

Office. Everything was finalised by 
the deadline given by the Mervyn 
Conn Office. i.e. Friday, 18th 
March. Details of the content of the 
telegram from the Legarde Twins. 
and correspondence and telephone 
calls between the Legarde Twins, 
and Mervyn Conn Organisation and 
ourselves is confidential and of no 
interest to others. 


| am wondering why ‘Australia’ have 
been subjected to this bad publicity 
- is ita collective doing? 


| am aware that Mr. Davies is Press 
Officer to the Kruger Organisation 
also (Mr. Davies has stated this 
himself in at least two radio 
interviews prior to the Wembley 
Festival and has stated that he now 
lives in Peterborough). | am also 
aware that ‘Country Music Round 
Up’ is also very much involved in the 
Kruger Organisation's 
Peterborough Festival. 


Wally Whyton was also a compere 
at the Peterborough Festival last 
year. and he failed to announce on 
‘Country Club’ on Thursday, 31st, 
that Australia were on the Wembley 
Festival. even after | had 
telephoned and spoken with the 
Duty Officer at the B.B.C. during 
that ‘Country Club’ broadcast 
requesting amessage to be passed 
through to Wally Whyton. The Duty 
Officer assured me that she had 
passed my message to him. 


With regard to publicity on the 
Wembley Festival: | know that one 
Country Music Presenter on the 
radio had remarked on his 
programmes on March 6th and 
March 27th that for the first time 
ever he had not received any 
information from the Mervyn Conn 


Office on this year’s Wembley 
Festival, nor any information on the 
David Allan Coe / Bobby Bare tour. 


| am pleased to report that the 
Legarde Twins arrived at Gatwick 
Airport on Good Friday with many of 
the other stars from the U.S.A. and 
that their colourful personalities 
shone. People from all over 
England, Wales, Scotland and 
Ireland as well as Australia, 
Switzerland, Germany, Spain and 
France visited their stand in the 
Exhibition Area of the Wembley 
Arena and were delighted to see 
‘Australia’ at Wembley 

again. Some had seen them in 
Switzerland in 1983. 


Unfortunately. some people told us 
that Jean Mills had told them that 
weekend that ‘Australia’ were not 
on the Festival, and some told us 
that they heard on B.B.C. Radio 
Lincoln that ‘Australia’ would not be 
at Wembley!!! 


‘Australia’ opened the Monday 
Show at 4.30 p.m. when they 
accompanied themselves on their 
guitars with three numbers: ‘Seven 
Spanish Angels’, ‘The Hand That 
Rocks The Cradle Rules The World’ 
and ‘Let’s Think About 

Livin’. Then they carried on with 
the compering for the rest of the 
evening. 


Callers at the Legarde twins 
Australia stand after their opening 
performance spoke highly of their 
spot. Many said that no act should 
be expected to do just a ten minute 
performance. Everyone wants 
them back in the near future: They 
have been away too long. 


222... Whatever happened to the 
following acts booked for the 1988 
International Festival Of Country 
Music: Razorback, Michael 
Johnson and Desert Rose 

Band? They all received publicity 
in the April Editions of the Country 


Music Press but failed to appear!!! 
re 


May | please request that ‘Country 
Music Round Up’ publishes an 
apology for the inaccurate 
information printed regarding 
‘Australia’? Also, | consider that an 
article on the Legarde Twins would 
not be too much to ask. 


!am enclosing a first class (18p) 
stamped addressed envelope and 
await your comments. If! do not 
receive your written reply by 
Tuesday, April 19th next, | will send 
photocopies of this letter to other 
persons involved in Country Music. 


Awaiting your reply. 
Yours sincerely, 
Yvonne Turner. 


ad. 


P.S. In 1985 you telephoned me 
offering an engagement for Ted and 
Tom in Lincoln on Saturday, 
September 28th 1985. This was 
the date of the country music finals 
of the Sealink International Song 
Festival in the Isle Of Wight. May | 
ask if you genuinely wanted to book 
Ted and Tom on that day, or did you 
not want them to perform Sharon 
Legarde’s entry, the beautiful song 
‘When | Lay You Gently Down’ - 


be supporting Britains chosen representative s 
Kenny Johnson & Northwind as they attempt to 

equal last years British success in this Sixteen Nation 
Televised Event... by Lyn Paul with the Louisiana 


Hellraisers 
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imports 
collectors items 
bluegrass 
western swing 
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3 KENTISH TOWN ROAD, LONDON NW4. 


beside camden town tube 
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK | 


@ Bookings are coming in fast and furious for 
C.M.R.U.’s 1st ever ‘House Party’ Weekend Break 


abroad... (Friday 8th - Sun 10th July 88). When we 
share 3 days (two nights) of Party Time in the luxurious 
Surroundings of our Hotel, situated a few miles south of 
Tilburg, Holland... and close to the amazing Beekes 
Bergen Leisure & Safari Park, which will be the location 
for this years finals of the Euro Country Music Masters. 
Golden Star Television Awards Show... Where we will 


@ Accommodation available within this fabulous Hotel, 
where all the Competing Acts from all the Nations are 
staying is very much ata premium. So don’t be 
disappointed ... (Bookings close on the 20th May 

’88) Telephone now 0522 41546 and reserve your place 
on this terrific Country Music, Safari into Europe. It’s got 
to be the best value C.M.R.U. Package yet. See centre 
pages for Booking details & page ( 23 ) for details of 
Nationwide Pick Up Points. 


Nerenrerneetrand amare ened Neaaeennenaad J 


* x x weslern shoe 


Price 23.00 
RET UGEAD 


The Willows, Dodds Road, Attleborough, Norfolk, NR17 2HH 
Telephone: Attleborough (0953) 452040 


ONE RIGHT TO REPLY... — What the inference is in connection 
with the Peterborough Festival, I'm 
not at all sure. | can only say I’ve 
worked for Mervyn Conn far more 
times than | have Jeff Kruger. Ina 
career of more than thirty years I’ve 
worked for most major British 
promoters, here and around most of 
the world. |'ve worked for BBC and 
ITV ; for BBC Radio and ILR. 

I'm a professional 

broadcaster. 


Dear Editor, 


Thanks for the copy of the paranoid 
letter from the Australia 
International Fan Club UK. I’m not 
sure if I’m wasting my time 
commenting on two extremely 
minor figures on the landscape of 
Country Music in the Eighties. 


For my part in the ‘conspiracy’ let 
me say that my producer gives mea 
number of seconds for each 
announcement on Country Club, as 
there are any number of variables in 
our two hours; extensions of the 
news, road traffic information, 
guests dropping in and so on. If he 
asks me to do fifteen seconds on the 
Wembley bill, then | would look to 
announce major names rather than 
minor. 


As far as | can see, the only bad 
publicity seems to have emanated 
from the Fan Club and | would 
hesitate to have any dealings with 
the Le Garde Twins in the future if 
malodorous letters are the result. | 
do hope I've spelled their name 
right. I'd hate for you to receive 
another chapter in this epic storm in 
a teacup! 


Thanks as always for an excellent 
magazine, always full of interesting 
features and reviews. 

Yours sincerely, 

WALLY WHYTON 


pf 


The minor position is confirmed by 
the Fan Club's own admission that 
the Duo got ten minutes and three 
songs as opening act on the 
Wembley bill, singing other 
people's hits! 
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‘ROUND UP’ 
TAKES SAFARI 
PARTY 
INTO EUROPE... 


(with ‘Home Town’ 
Pick Up Points!) 


® It’s another first for your favourite Country 
Music Publication as C.M.R.U. launches its 
latest ‘House Party’ Weekend Break... 


® July 8th, 9th and 10th will see our very first 
Weekend ‘Safari’ into Europe... as we journey in 
support of the British Entry at the 

Euro-Country Music Masters Golden Star Television 
Awards Show. 


@ This year this 18 Nation T.V. Event is being 
recorded on location, live at the Beekse Bergen 
Recreation & Safari Park a few miles outside 
Tilburg in Holland... The Safari complex is one 
of the worlds most interesting and most 
extensive, with many rare animal species, all in 
acres of ‘natural environment’ parks and lakes. 


@ This super Weekend Break is a ‘Comfort All 
The Way’ event... The Luxury Euro-Buses of 
“Club Cantabrica’ are equipped with video film 
facilities, served refreshments and toilets, which 
helps make light work of the Trans-European 
Motorways, across France & Belguim into 
Holland, following our short cross channel cruise 
with Sally Line. 


@ We share our superb Hotel accommodation 
with all the Artists representing each of the 18 
Nations taking part in the Golden Star Television 
Awards Show, and Friday night will be open 
‘Party Night’ at the Hotel, with a super buffet. 


C.M.R.U. EURO HOUSE PARTY. 


@ Saturday too, there will be late night Country 
Cabaret Entertainment (and can we hope for 
celebrations of a British victory). 


@ Our UK departure/assembly point is only 
yards from our Easter House Party location, at 
the Ladbroke Hotel, Watford, just off junction 5 
on the M1... but to make it even easier for many 
of you, we have arranged for ‘Club Cantabrica’ to 
lay on ‘Home Town” Courtesy Pick Up services 
at a very modest cost (see separate note ). 


@ There itis then... Agreat New addition to your 

Country Music Calender, but as Hotel rooms are 
at a premium places really are very limited, so we 
do suggest that you respond immediately. (For 

more details see centre pages). 


®@ Booking Enquiries are being handled on 0522 
41546... (Ask for extension Euro-Weekend). 


Pick Up Points!) 


(MERSEYSIDE & WEST MIDLANDS) 
£12.00 RETURN @ Wigan @ Liverpool @ 
Birkenhead @ Ellesmere Port @ Chester @ 
Runcorn @® £70.00RETURN @ Stoke @ 
Newcastle.U.Lyme @ Stafford @ Wolverhampton 
@ Walsall @ Birmingham @ Coventry @ Crick @ 
(NORTH WEST) £12.00 RETURN 


@ Preston @ Blackburn @ Accrington @ Burnley @ 
Bury @ Bolton @ Manchester @ Knutsford @ 


(YORKSHIRE & EAST MIDLANDS) 


£72.00 RETURN 
@ Halifax @ Huddersfield @ Bradford @ Leeds @ 
Wakefield @ Barnsley @ Sheffield @ Chesterfield @ 


£10.00 RETURN @ Nottingham @ Derby 
@ Leicester @ Northampton @ Newport Pagnell @ 


(NORTH EAST) £72.00 RETURN 

@ Newcastle @ Gateshead @ Sunderland @ Durham 
@ Darlington @ Stockton-on-Tees @ Middlesboro 
£10.00 RETURN @ Thirsk @ York @ Ferry Bridge 
@ Doncaster @ Rotherham @ 

(WALES & THE WEST) £70.00 RETURN 


@ Swansea @ Port Talbot @ Bridgend @ Cardiff @ 


Newport ® £8 00 RETURN @ Bristol @ Swindon 
@ Newbury @ Reading @ 


sil 


CIVIC THEATRE 
Waterdale, Doncaster. Tel. 342349 


Country Music 
Charity Show 


FRIDAY, 10th JUNE, 1988 
at 7.30 p.m. 
—— featuring —— 


RAYMOND FROGGATT 
& HIS BAND 


SPILL THE BEANS 


AND FROM SCOTLAND 
MIKE DEVINE 
COMPERE RADIO WYVERN DJ — JOHN MEIER 


LICENSEDBAR @ _~ RAFFLE 
TICKETS — £3 


available from the Association or Theatre 


Proceeds to Doncaster & District Association for the Welfare of the 
Disabled, 28 Christ Church Road, Doncaster. Tel. (0302) 349098 


LINGEN COUNTRY MUSIC CLUB 


FRIDAY, {7th JUNE - 18th JUNE, 1988 
2nd MARATHON 


Country Music Jamboree 


Lingen Village Hall 
14 hours £3 28 hours £5 


THE KEVIN DUFFY BAND 

THE TEXAN COUNTRY BAND 
DELTA DAWN JIM REYNOLDS 
MARALENE POWELL and THE BOYS 
PETE DAVIES DUO 

MARK BROWN BLU RICKFORD 
MELVIN DUFFY 

THE NASHVILLE SOUNDS DISCO 


Tickets: Sheila Kenny 0544 - 267736 
Charities- 


A Guide Dog for the Blind, 
Westfield Walk Special School, Leominster 
The Cardiac Unit, Royal Shrewsbury Hospital 


Oth ANNUAL 
WRANGLE “¥ 
COUNTRY ENGLAND 


MUSIC » WALES 
FESTIVAL 
3rd JULY 88 


; : MARQUEE WRANGLE 
Raymond Frogga RECREATION FIELD 


Gambler (A52 Boston/Skegness) 
The Gin Band 2 p.m. and 6 p.m. 
(Ex Cotton Gin Band) Adults £3.50 each show 


Country Company Accompanied Children U.12 FREE 
Dave Bryan Free Car and 


Caravan Parking 


Keith Manifold aeons 


Pat & Roger Johns Bar 


S.A.E. A.Brown. Green Gables. Mastin Bridge, Fishtoft, Boston 50384 
R. Day Tel. Boston 760006 A. Bastow Tel. Boston 870918 
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Artists 


‘Keep Your Name Out Front’ 


For Details on CMRU Directory Ads 
TELEPHONE... 0522 41546 


Bookings ‘S 


Tel:- 0602 638147 


Raymond 
Froggatt 


only available via... 
Topas Management 


Tel:- 051 488 6834 


ie, 
# 
Enquiries > 


GH STERLING 


Enquiries 
0625-32433 
or 061 483 9532 


The Power Band & Dave McQueen :- 0905 55847 


Did You 
Know? 


PETE NADEN 


One of Britain's 
Finest Country Vocalist 


l/s now booking 
Solo, Duo or Group 


for more details... 


Tel:- 0253 591763 
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SOUTH WALES 


@ Ifyou like the Everly Bros, then go along to see the 
Booker Bros. if you get achance. | caught them at the 
Swansea Country Music Club, held each Wednesday at 
the Pines Country Club, Treboeth, Swansea. Very 
smart in their presentation, they also did numbers other 
than Everly’s, e.g. ‘Highway 40 Blues’ and ‘Silver 
Wings’. but in the main, it was Everly and Holly 
material. Frisco, residents here, are now well on top 
after practice, with ‘Charley, With Brown Eyes’, bringing 
the best out of steelie Frankie Bloomfield. Nice to hear 
the Frisco treatment of ‘You've Never Been This Far 
Before’ (Boom Boom Boom) again. At a later show. 
Brian Golby, once often seen around the clubs here, but 
now domiciled in the Nottingham area, paid a visit while 
on holiday. and treated us to some nostalgic 
memories. Down the time tunnel with Brian, we met 
Jimmie Rodgers and Hank Williams Snr. With guitar 
and fiddle amplified, except when he forgot about his 
wires, and pulled one or two, he gave us all the old 
favourites, including ‘Amelia Earhart's Last 

Flight’. Footnote to Brian and anyone interested in 
details, N 16020, Amelia's plane reg. number, will never 
again be used. Thereis anote alongside it in the official 
register which reads ‘reserved for Amelia Earhart for 
infinity’ Frisco, again on hand often come out with 
gems. On this night it was ‘I'm gonna hire a Wino’. 


@ The Silver Dollar C.M.C. at the Plough, Aberaman, 
hosted T.J.McLane, and my favourite T.J. number, ‘Can 
| Have This Dance For The Rest Of My Life’ wasn't long 
awaiting. but again. the interesting one from the 
spectator's view was ‘Colrado Kool Aid’. 


@ | went to Ynysybwl\ 
°.M.C. at the Rugby Club. to see 

long time friend Andy Morris, who seems to be getting a 
good slice of the action, lately, following my introducing 
him to the Silver Dollar C.M.C. A real nice country guy. 
he lit up the club with his ever smiling countenance, and 
solid material. ‘She Taught Me How To Yodle’ proved 
his skill. and ‘Eighty Shades of Green’ (He did 40 
shades twice) showed his generosity. succumbing to a 
twice requested song. 


@ George Hamilton IV turned up for a Gospel spot at 
Newport Centre. Preceeded by Pam and Ken. with ‘| 
Believe’ amongst others. George hit the theme of the 
evening on the nail, with ‘The Old Country Church’. 


@ Poacher, at Bridgend Recreation Centre. pleased 
the audience in the main, as they are a first class 
showband, but must have made the true country fans 
wince with ‘The Wild Rover’ and ‘Leaving of Liverpool!’ 
for me. ‘You're No Angel’ made up for it. What a lead 
guitar they have in Peter Frampton, a treat for the 

ears. Compere Ray Kingston and son Andrew 
supported, with popular numbers, country, of course. It 


AVON CALLING 


@ The past few weeks have been the busiest music- 
wise in along time with three major shows at the Colston 
Hall in 8 days and the local clubs doing good business 
plus the healthy pub scene. I've been really stretched to 
take it all in, so it's thanks a lot to all my valued local 
contributors for helping compile this column. 


@ The Colston Hall shows were different in the 
extreme. first Daniel O'Donnell Mary Duff. although the 
2.000 seater auditorium was only half full. this was still a 
most impressive turn out for a first appearance it was 
almost unbelievable. Mary Duff opened the 
proceedings which served as a launching pad for her 
new album which sold by the boxful at the 

interval. before Daniel O Donnell. performed with all the 
style of a seasoned pro 


@ Regular readers of this column will realise that I'm 
not here to get on too high a horse but | must say that 
David Allan Coe’s appearance some 3 days later left the 
small audience (approx 300) short of change. even if 
Bobby Bare alone was worth the trip. (although he 
played a lot safer than he needed to). Coe’s ‘Magic Act’ 
for 20 minutes was mediocre. his band was less so and 
much as | may like the songs of Bob Dylan. Kris 
Krisstofferson and James Taylor on this evening | would 
have liked a little more songs from David Allan Coe 


@ The third show at the Colston Hall. although 
somewhat unpublisized. brought in Susan McCann. 
who looked good and sang some nice sentimental 
ballads together with ‘Country Classics’ to an 
enthusiastic audience of about 1000 people 


@ After Coe’s performance... Pinto Bennet and his 
Famous Motel Cowboys were like a breath of fresh air at 
‘The Bung’ offering country music in the classic style of 
the 50's and 60's played with the urgency of the 80's 
whilst retaining tremendous feel and respect for their 
roots. 


@ The B.A.W.A. Club played host to the Ben Rees 
making his Bristol debut and immediately securing a 
return booking, the big fella from the Merseyside area 
made some impact with his musical versatility and the 
ability made him seem like an old friend renewing old 


SOUTHERN STYLE 


@ Adisaster turned out to be a fantastic tribute to the 
late Bob Howard and a magnificent gesture to his wife 
Kay when Southampton’s vast Guildhall had a ‘standing 


room only’ benefit night. hastily arranged at seven days ° 


notice plus a hell of a lot of hard graft from people like 
Pete Pope. Les Beckett. et al. along with Wildwood 
South C.M.C. who gave up their regular Saturday 
meeting at Millbrook School to transfer all their efforts to 
the Guildhall and despite our local ‘Echo’ newspaper 
who gave it a unique headline article but got the night 
WRONG... (hope no-one turned up on Sunday!) 
everything went off well... Words aren't really adequate 
to describe this Benefit evening which ran from eight "til 
twelve thirty... The proceeds boosting the various other 
fund raising activities held in the region following Bob's 
tragic demise. Thanks Everyone 


@ A packed house saw Watford based group ‘Hawk’ 
present several spots of finely honed professional 
country andcomedy. Ultra smart. bags of presentation. 
they are rebooked for a future gig at Wildwood's 
Calmore Hall Wednesday night outings from May... so 
club Pres. Reg. Lodge tells me... more of those later. 


@ The list of ‘others’ read like the proverbial ‘Whos- 
Who’ of local entertainers Eddie Smith (could have been 
a star ... not too late!) magnificent voice and style (with 
and without the piano)... Lorraine Smith. Eddie's young 
niece also showed others how to do it with voice. dress & 
style ... Hank Dalton... (out of retirement again’)... 


Eddie Cook, (new to me) 

but a veteran with a golden 

voice... John Smith with his ‘own band’, Bob Howard's 
‘old’ outfit Southern Roots with Les. Phil. Clarrie. Chas 
Smithers. and then we had Dody Carson in superb 
voice... Pete Beard. (big Bernie offers stylish vocals).. 
Mervyn.. and of course Pete Pope with compere singer. 
songwriter Les Beckett who did it all, he said, ‘on One 
Pint from three in the afternoon’... Moonshine were 
there doing their second gig for a worthy cause inside a 
month... Sorry to ‘go on’ about this event. It deserved 
it... Thanks to the three J’s... Jeannie, Joan and Janet 
for keeping my legs and back in good nick 

dancing... and|cannot help wondering (I’m not the only 
one!).. ifaregular dance at the same venue say once a 
month might not help Wildwood South's funds a bit? It’s 


central, easily reached by public transport, plenty of 
parking space, two bars, lovely dance floor, 


@ Ifl've left anyone out apologies.. all were superb, and 
| can’t find words to describe that finally of massed 
bands on stage and that huge circle of punters singing 
along with ‘You'll Never Walk Alone’... (I think it was the 
thick pall of cigarette smoke that made my eyes water)... 


Brian Golby 


was here that | heard of the death of Gordon Huntley, 
steelie. who died on March 7th after a long battle with 
cancer (R.1.P. Gordon). 


friendships... This club is rapidly establishing itself as 
one of the area’s premier country venues, Ricky & Diane 
Scott between foreign tours gave a great account of 
themselves and left many wishing they could spend 
more time on their home territory. Gordon Vine and his 
country disco, an unusual feature in these parts, kept a 
nice flow to proceedings and sho\ /ed a wide and deep 
interest in the music, it would be nice to see Gordon's 
professional and inobtrusive approach at more shows, 
bookers take note. 


@ Make a note that there's a new country venue in 
Bristol, The Fleece & Firkin starting on May 9th with 
John Stewart. 


@ (Brian Watkins reports on two shows ) 


‘Coalpit Heath C.M.C. saw Frank Jennings Duo, where 
a great evening was had by all, seen Frank with the 
Syndicate on many occasions and this made a pleasant 
night. Frank was complimented by the talents of former 
Syndicate & latterday Ex Hickory Lake lead guitarist 
Graham Walker... 


The J.J. Yate C.M.C. featured ‘Bromford County’ who 
were well received for their three wonderful spots, 
including Pete's unusual version of Crystal 
Chandeliers! (They could still do with more people at 
this venue to make it viable. So hope to see you!) 


@ (From Swindon’s Spur C.M.C.) Barrie reports on the 
return visit from ‘Dixie & Allon’s Backroom Boys’. ‘A 


AND, AND, as one of the staff ladies said afterwards as 
she cleared up mountains of glasses... ‘not a bit of 
TROUBLE!’ and we know that’s true! Might be why it 
doesn’t get any ‘media’ publicity! No one rips up seats, 
throws cans or bottles, mobs the stage, etc... and you 
know how TV and the gutter press LOVE ‘bad news’. 


@ OK.. what else? True to his word Dave Street of the 
Flight Re-Fuelling Club at Merley near Wimborne, 
Dorset sent me that newletter. | see from it that the 
Texas Star at the Bovington Camp.. on the way down to 
Lulworth Cove if | recall.. operates every other Saturday 
under Graham & Rose... and we see a regular club is 
open at Verwood (Nr. Ringwood). no actual details, also 
at the Clipper Restaurant in the Arndale Centre (Poole) 
you Can wine and dine with your country music. What 
with Norman Mourants Wednesday club at Bashley on 
the Christchurch end of the New Forest, and others 
which I'll get to in a minute, the Hant’s / Dorset areas 
seem to be booming... we also hear rumours of another 
Southampton venue east of the city on the drawing 
board....watch this space! | also note that Bill Cody's 
club at Waterlooville, has started a Friday venture in 
place of his Sunday one... And the new ‘in’ place is every 
other Saturday up at Kingsley (Nr. Petersfield) in what 
appears to be the village hall... info from two attractive 
ladies | danced with (thanks Mavis and Iris) at another 
Bob Howard benefit night at the South Parade Pier 
Southsea... The above-mentioned gig featured a fine 
local five piece, the Harpers Ferry outfit. who more than 
lived up to the stories I’ve been hearing about ‘em for 
some time. Support came from big Johnny Elk... a fine 
cabaret act well known in the Portsmouth region but 
noticeably tucked away for some years, now trying a 
‘year’, he says, to see what happens. Johnny was one 


Bristol BS15 4QJ 


@ Tanglefoot who regularly appear at the Malpas 
Unionist Club, gave their best performance 

yet. ‘Caroline’, ‘Reuben James’ and a stirring ‘Trilogy’ 
from a top drawer band, rung in my ears on my journey 
home... 


@ A long awaited visit, but at last Clovis came to The 
Golden Valley C.M.C. at the Park Hall Ballroom, 
Wormelow, Nr. Hereford. ‘Working Man's Blues’ and 
‘What Have You Got Planned Tonight Diana’ reminded 
me the Clovis of the past. They also performed new 
routines, including a couple Reggae style! Linda and 
Arthur James supported well. 


@ Another band | hadn't seen since longer than | care 
to remember, was Shack Band, a smart 4 piece, with 
talent and class a head anc shoulders above the 
average. ‘What Made Milwaukee Famous' stood out... 


@ Denver Spur, another 4 piece, again showing quality. 
and versatility. The Willie Nelson take off, made me 
grin, while the singing of Dave, lead vocalist, and the 
West country accent and humour of ‘Cabbage’ Hayes, 
entertained us well before we headed back for the 
border, ‘Margueritaville’ helping us on our way! 


@ |'moffto find a bar stool, so|'ll leave you with my star 
spot. which this month goes to Brian Golby at the 
Swansea C.M.C. for ‘Some Day You'll Call My Name’ 


1 Alma Road 
Cardiff CF2 5BD 


fo fe) 0222 492021 


marvellous night. the full house saw Bob Dixon play for 
the first time he fitted in great’. The second show had a 
first visit of ‘Devils Brew’. ‘Their’s was a nervous first 
set but the next two got better and better, providing a 
good evening's entertainment... Pleased to see that at 
the Studio Theatre Link Centre (Swindon) Manson 
Grant & The Dynamos plus Carole Gordon & Bob 
Newman also Johnny Marks, provided a full house with 
a great 4 hour concert! 


@ {sa Mclsaac reports on the Continental Divide C.M.C. 
(Devonport). when Mick Conlin’s band came from 
Doncaster to do just one show... ‘Mick has a strong 
powerful voice. very modern in his songs and went down 
fairly well. but the audience had mixed feelings about his 
type of music! (On the whole it was a good 

evening). The support act was from the the North of 
Scotland - Peter J Stone. contrasted well from the main 
act. singing a wider range of material... He was a 
pleasure to listen to... and did a couple of tunes on the 
mandolin which had everyone up trying to do a scottish 
jig!!! A very entertaining young man.’ 


@ Pam Walsh reports on a show at The Brewhouse, 
(Taunton). ‘Absolutely brilliant. Emerald did a fantastic 
set and Sarah Jory did her own excellent spot. Fanclub, 
members came from all over the country. one guy came 
over from Holland especially for the show’. 


11 Fry's Hill 


M0 BR osreerion 


of my top artistes in my agency days... in the Marty 
Robbins / Elvis mould, done superbly... and he showed 
us what his daughter, 17 year old Felina could do in the 
country scene in her very first public outing, an attractive 
college girl (studying drama) who fetched approving 
comments from the punters with two songs. ‘How long 
have you been singing?’ | asked ... ‘Two days’ came the 
smart answer.. hard rehearsal did it. my dear, and mark 
my words. here's someone who could make an impact 
onthe scene. (yes.. ‘Felina’ comes from ‘El Paso’. you 
lot!) Padding out the intervals well was a disco set up 
‘Flickers’.. run by Pete Tilbury and his lady Nikki (who 
has the best legs of the two!) many thanks to my 
driver(s) Mike and Valerie Peters. 


@ The super Rio gig at Wildwood South C.M.C. once 
aaain showed off the lead vocals talents and excellent 
backing... and another date had popular Stewart Bros & 
First Chapter getting a big attendance (on the floor from 
Start to finish). The interval music on disc from ‘Sexy 
Sid’ who swopped his ‘bus drivers seat for the DJ 
console” 


@ Asuper bit of luck has landed me with a new address 
and ‘phone number... Hopefully for a long stay. 
God willing 


(Watch this space). 


I'm now at 0703 453115 


Fo 


15 Crichton House. Rotary Court. Queens View. 
Netley Abbey. Hants...SO3 5EX 
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EAST ANGLIA 


@ The Norfolk Bank Holiday Country Festival, '88 
(August 26-29), have announced their '88 lineup. They 
start with a dance on Friday to Southern Breeze and 
Denim & Lace... Saturday features in concert Clancy, 
Nicky James, Wells Fargo, Shack Band, Memphis 
Roots, Perfect Strangers, the new Lindsey St.John 
Band and the Louisiana Hellraisers!... It’s Radio 
Broadland’s day on the Sunday, they introduce Tony 
Rouse and the Circle T Band, Ohio State, Sarah Jory, 
Dixie & Allon & Backroom Boys, Bill Conlon & Emerald, 
Kelvin Henderson, Stu Page & Remuda and 
Colorado! Then on Bank Holiday Monday it’s Greta and 
the Stray Shots, Bob McKinlay & Redwing, Tallahassee, 
George Moody and the Country Squires, local 
favourites Nashville Fever, and Sunset Boulevard... 
making this probably the best ever line up for the event. 


@ CC's Nightspot on St. Stephens has recommenced 
fortnightly country / western evenings. | enjoyed the 
time | caught Firewater there, with a surprise bass player 
in the guise of lovely Lindsey St.John. 


@ | finally managed to catch Froggie - | had heard so 
much about this man | went along to the Barn, Three 
Horseshoes at Scottow to see for myself exactly what it 
was with thisman. He certainly has the ability to hold an 
audience in the palm of his hand, his fans adore him, 
more than adore, it’s sheer hero worship, but notmy cup 
of tea! His songs are super and | have a feeling he can 
be either absolutely brilliant or awful, but | feel that 


constant jokes 

regarding drink are un-necessary - and 

was disappointed to see a performer of his standing, 
appear on stage with beer in one hand and a cigarette in 
the other... His songs are well-known, and his set 
included ‘Charlie’, ‘| Always Send You Flowers’, ‘Mr. 
Tambourine Man’. However, his band played the entire 
first set, which | enjoyed... Highlights: Eric Clapton's 
‘Wonderful Tonight’ and the unusual choice of ‘Baby, 
Baby, You're Out of Sight’ - not perhaps ‘country’ in 
many eyes, but my personal pick of the evening. 


@ | seem to have been following Tony Rouse about 
lately, something | frequently do with anewband. Aline 
up change has produced a new lead guitarist, and 
Sandra on fiddle is taking more of the vocals, something 
which is working extremely well. Tony features mostly 
modern material and is now incorporating some songs 
into his repertoire written by a gentleman in 

Louisiana. Tony and Sandra duet on one of these 
‘Natural Thing’. Tony’s own background incorporates 
this part of the world, and this Louisiana / Caister mix 
may provide some interesting material in the months to 
come. 


LONDON SCENE 


@ Incompany with Mick Green recently | went to Vic 
Neves ‘Nashville’ C.M.C. to experience Pinto Bennett & 
the Famous Motel Cowboys, well Mick was waxed about 
this evening in a previous issue but not about the follow 
up performance | saw them give later at the Civic Hall, 
Peckham two weeks later when in front of an audience 
which even the most diehard fan would not call country 
but which ranged from matrons in their prime to bowtied 
Officialdom with the old smattering of country folk in 
between had this cosmopolitan audience yelling for 
more at the end of the evening. 


@ Just down the road from me is Joan Dawson and 
Skee Laird’s Calamity Jane Club which has seen my 
face on various evenings this month now that they are 
operating Thursday and Friday evening and among the 
shows on stage | saw Marianne & The Outlaws who | 
wished had never been rustled up from wherever they 
were hiding, plus Country Echoes, who | also managed 
to catch at the STC this month on both occasions 
provided a workmanlike if uninspiring evenings 

music. Then the icing on the cake with Pinkertons 
Colours proving that class has that extra define which 
makes the difference between an evening out and afirst 
rate enjoyable experience. The only sour note on that 
evening was the lack of attendance, for what must 
certainly be one of Britain's most talented outfits. 


@ CMR.U.'s 

Highlands Contributor, Ann Carmody 

was recently seen in the area towing behind her the 
Cotton Mill Boys. Well, although it’s always a pleasure 
to talk to Ann, it's even more pleasurable to listen to the 
music that they bring when around. | caught up with 
them first this month at the Blacksmith Club in Epping, 
unfortunately arriving late missed the short set by John 
C King who is touring with them at present, although | 
rectified this a week later when visiting Alan 
Woodhouse’s Mustang club at Canvey Island for their 
show there - glad | did for John can put a song over ina 
‘foin old way’, while Charlie and the boys ‘Fiddled up a 
storm’ 


@ Two visits to the Virginian C.M.C. this month meant | 
saw Ron Scott & Mississippi, a band that is quite popular 
yet, has never really set me alight with their casual way 
of performing, although compared with the group | saw 
there a few weeks later they were practically 


HOME COUNTIES 


@® Having watched Line Dancing on many occasions, 
joined up with a Western Dance group called Silver 
Wings, last month, in Basingstoke. The group which 
meets every Tuesday, have been meeting for over a 
year, and now know about 60 different dances. The 
music was from a 5-piece band called ‘Harold Super 
Service’, a semi-professional local band, well suited for 
the event. A party of members and invited guests, all 
Silver Wings dancers were in action again at a Country 
& Western disco held at the Met. Office (Sports and 
Social Club), Bracknell with music from the Tom 
Freeney disco. 


@ |caughtup with the trio ‘Pedro’ in their new line-up at 
the ‘Fort Worth’ C.M.C. (Woking F.C.). They have been 
finding it difficult, to gain recognition, but the reception 
they received at this club, was encouraging... They 
featured some of Raymond Froggatt’s songs which 
went down very well. 


@ The audience at the Civic Hall in Camberley were 
nicely entertained by ‘Harry T's Country Roots’, a trio 
who play avery laid back style of music, featuring all the 
well known songs. As acontrast, the group ‘Salt Box’ 
entertained by playing some of a new progressive up 
tempo style of country music... with equal success. 


@ There's anew venue in Yateley, it opened up for its 
first once a month date during March. Operating on the 
first Saturday, and organised by ‘Ken and Doreen’ 


they've named it 
‘The Outpost’ C.M.C... 
one of the best current Scottish 

exports are ‘Dixie & Allon andthe Backroom Boys’, 
they pulled in over 200 guests for this 

very successful opening night. Dixie informs us she has 
just recorded a new single, her own composition 
‘Cottage in the Country’ which will be available 

soon! This very popular group has picked up several 
new awards from clubs here in the South, one being the 
premier award at the 7-11 Club (Kenton). 


@ As their fans-club was celebrating its 1st birthday, 
Dixie & Allon invited all their fan-club members to a party 
held at Wealdstone F.C.. Over 160 members and 
friends turned up, some having travelled over 200 miles, 
for this unique occasion. Dixie & Allon treated them toa 
brief spot, the rest of the night was filled by Bill 
Atkinson's Disco. The excellent supper laid on was 
much appreciated. 


@ Bob Sparks of the Admiral Napier (Ash Vale), Nr. 
Aldershot, is seeking members to form a Western 
Appreciation Group with a view of going to festivals and 
events to raise money for charities. They plan to meet 
on the first Thursday of each month at the venue. 


@ My own Western Dance Display Team was present 
with Tony and his band recently at the Apollo Club, 
Harleston, and it was a good night. We put on a30 
minute display. Full marks go to the dancers ‘all locals’ 
the majority of them beginners, who worked extremely 
hard to get this display off the ground. There are more 
displays to come during the summer season, watch this 
column for further info! 


@ My thanks to Carl Smith for promoting the Pinto 
Bennett and Famous Motel Cowboys night recently at 
the Barn, Scottow. A Bank Holiday Friday produced a 
low attendance, those present were treated to this 
amiable man's particular brand of country, mostly 
Pinto’s own material, he is a singer / songwriter of some 
class! 


@ | visited the Ponderosa, at the Pine Mine, 
Stowmarket since the last time | put paper into typewriter 
for C.M.R.U., this is a friendly club, booking a variety of 
bands, butit is extremely small, any quantity of ‘western 
dancers’ would have a problem here. 


@ | caught Pinewood County at the Rod and Gun, this 
King's Lynn-based band ‘only plays the bases’, and this 
is such a shame, because they are very good, punchy, 
progressive, modern and extremely enjoyable... At The 
Royal Oak, (Ormesby) | saw Southern Home 

Service. A pleasant venue, not large, of the pub/hotel 
function room type, they stage Sunday C/W with local 
bands. Unfortunately SHS’s style and material on this 
occasion seemed over the heads of most people 
there. A pity, because this band is 200% professional, 
and determined to go places. 


whirlwinds. River Breeze were the other group who 
sounded ‘nice’, ‘relaxed’ but were so laid back that 
Tranquil River may be ideal at 3 in the morning, but | just 
wasn't that exhausted to appreciate them so early in the 
evening. 


@ |'ve got into the habit recently of visiting the Milton 
Club at Gravesend so it came as no surprise when | 
found myself there for the Greta & The Stray Shots, 
showing. the club which is both friendly and comfortable 
lent itself admirably to the group. Nice to see a bit more 
confidence is coming into their performance, definately 
a group | can listen to and watch anytime... Not I'm 
afraid a statement! can make about a group | saw at the 
Peak Frean club recently, although they seem to appear 
quite frequently in the area Pete Palmer's Band were 
not my cup of country and | shall not rush out to see them 
again. in fact well before the evening was out | decided 
enough was enough and made tracks down the road to 
Calamity’ Janes and listen to the last 20 minutes of a 
group much more to my keeping, Memphis Roots, who 
produce a more vibrant sound, although | must admit on 
a recent visit to Lewisham’s Roebuck, they did 
encounter a few problems but still managed to sound 
more alive than some of the groups I’ve witnessed this 
month. 


@ Tom & Eileen Strath’s Ghost Riders club had a full 
house recently for the visit of one of the club's most 
popular bands Bandana County and despite losing their 
sound system during the evening still enabled the crowd 
to enjoy their brand of country. It seemed a night when 
the world and it's oyster from the local scene had 
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@ ‘Suffolk Punch’ are now known as ‘Nashborough’ 
following Isabell Coe's trip to Nashville, | haven’t seen 
the band lately but hear good reports, they also backed 
Julie and Lindy Dawn on their new cassette release 
which sounds extremely good, (if a little mellow for my 
personal taste). Although | missed them, New Dawn 
and Nashborough were on the Ross Showcase at 
Wembley Conference Centre. Tony Rouse and the 
Circle T Band were there also. | have seen him do 
better (his mean fiddler gig was, with the exception of 
one or two songs, extremely good). I’m sure nerves 
were of a premium. | felt that on this occasion 
something was lacking, and perhaps that the addition of 
a steel or keyboard for appearances at festivals might be 
the answer? 


@ The East Anglia scene generally? Has not changed 
very much, the majority still favour the older type 
material, and do not accept ‘New Country’. The two 
more tolorant clubs in the area are definitely the 
Armadillo (every Saturday) and the Apollo at Harleston 
(every Sunday with occasional Saturday 

specials). This Club stages a Festival on the 15th of this 
month with: Mervyn J.Futter, Clancy, Buffalo, Tony 
Rouse and The Circle T Band, and Johnny Marks. The 
day runs from noon till 11 pm. 


@ Here’s to a good summer season, be tolerant of one 
another on the dance floor and remember - you all love 
the same music. (don’t you?) 


94 Magpie Road 
Norwich NR3 1JG ae T 0603 632563 


gathered and | know that Tom laid more than one 
‘Ghost’ on the night. 

@ Steel guitarists are a strange breed of people, not like 
any other ‘muso’s’ they seem to live in a world of their 
own, yet receive affection from fans in a way very few 
instrumentalists can. One such individual was the 
doyen of local ‘steelies’ Gordon Huntley who recently 
passed away. Gordon who was one of those country 
guys who was country when it wasn’t cool, played with 
some of the top men (and women) in the business, not 
only country folk, so it's amuch wider field | am sure who 
will be saddened by his parting. ‘Steel Away’ old 
partner, 


@ _.Don't forget that Basildon Festival on the first 
weekend of the month at Cranes Farm Road with a host 
of performers, while another Festival this month takes 
place at the Tee Pee on Friday 13th (who said it was 
unlucky) featuring Jimmy lawton, the Hot Beaver Band, 
Trudy Wells, and Campbells Country, from eight till 
midnight... Mentioning the Ghost Riders reminds me 
during the month they have visits from Tall Tex and the 
Honky Tonks and Country Echoes... Nice to hear that 
the Blacksmith club have now managed to achieve their 
charity aim and have purchased a guide dog for the 
blind, which brings me back to where | started country 
music and charity - seems synonomous don't it... See 
you next month... Country Rools O.K.!! 


MY FFP 01 310 2792 


40 Cole Close 
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Dixie & Allon 


@ | visited Croydon’s Fairfield Halls for the visit of 
‘Bobby Bare’ and ‘David Allen Coe’. A very 
entertaining and valuable night of Country for a packed 
audience. A similar show was put on at the Lodden 
Valley Leisure Centre and this was greeted with great 
enthusiasm but it was spoiled by a small rowdy element 
in the audience who insisted on whooping and shouting 
particularly through some of Bobby Bare’s quieter 
numbers. 


@ Daniel O'Donnell, has captured so many hearts that 
he had a full house at the night spot, Blazers in Windsor, 
for two nights running and people were dancing in the 
aisles. | also attended the show at the Civic Hall, 
Guildford... Mary Duffhas improved considerably since 
| last saw her six months ago and she has gained in 
confidence. | can foresee a good future for her. | must 
admit Daniel O’Donnell never tires me, and his encore 
of ‘Danny Boy’ sent ‘butterflies up my spine’. Both 
Daniel and Mary made a point of meeting the public after 
their show, signing autographs and having photos taken 
etc., which means so much to fans. | also travelled as 
far as Hatfield to see this show again it was a complete 
sell out! 


@ | noted when playing the Stetson C.M.C. (Woking) 
recently ‘The Cotton Mill Boys’ picked up the club’s 
award for ‘Best Band of 1987’. My informent reports a 
well attended night too at this popular club. 
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NORTH WEST 


@ Pam and Eddie’s High lane Country Music Club is 
still pulling in the crowds with some high quality shows at 
High Lane Conservative Club. | wentalong to see Pinto 
Bennett and the Famous Motel Cowboys perform the 
first of two nights booked at this venue. This outfit were 
new to me although | had received a press release from 
their publicity and promotions agency and | admit toa 
twinge of cynicism creeping into my preshow thoughts 
brought on by the name ‘Famous Motel Cowboys’ so | 
wanted to know of their claim to fame. Their material 
was varied non-run of the mill, the delivery was clean, 
clear and their stage presence was keen and 
workmanlike, and | enjoyed every minute of the show 
especially their own songs. 


COUNTRY AT THE RATPIT 


@ The Ratpitis the local nickname of Bents Lane Social 
Club home of Bredbury CMC Stockports monthly club 
dedicated to helping charities. The truth of the 
nickname is coloured in local folklore as all good 
nicknames should be but it’s a good ‘un, once heard 
never forgotten. The show that tempted me there was 
The Duffy Brothers and Dillinger. What a smashing 
night out it turned out to be. The Duffy Brothers tickle 
my funny bone with their antics on stage, but their 
excellent musicianship is country through and 
through. Dillinger are so dam good at entertaining and 
crowd pleasing without stealing other performers 
thunder it’s unreal. Jean and Ged the club organisers 
can and should be proud of the fact that they brought 


together 
these two Great 
British acts for the very first time. 

It’s little wonder that the Ratpits fullon country nights. 


® The first official day of spring saw me at Pontins 
Ainsdale for the 9th one day event organised by Ray- 
Roy Promotions. Once again this event drew a very 
good turnout. The afternoon show started on time with 
Alans Country Disco doing the warmup before 
introducing the compere Pete Nelson who brought on 
the first offerings in the shape of the new look and 
sounding Louisiana Hellraisers. Rainbow Country 
were making their Festival debut, their set was pleasing 
if dated. Spill The Beans proved their continuing 
popularity with a classy set filled with light and 

shade. Before Stu Page and Remuda’s brilliant show 
closed the afternoon segment... D.J. Ron Naylor 
conducted the alternative attractions with dancing, 
country disco, guest artistes, talent spots, best dressed 
competitions, etc. His guest artistes included Joe Piper 
& Country Courage, Marie Lester, Paddy Kelly, Kevin 
Raymond, Honky Tonk Hero’s. 


NORTH EAST 


@ The York based ‘Old Hat Band’ are going from 
strength to strength with lead singer Mark. hitting the 
soulful side of Steve Earle with his version of Number 
29. The use of twelve string guitar on the odd number 
and Phil's banjo instrumental extravaganza made for a 
tasteful and interesting evening at the Stables in 
Knaresborough. Stables organisers Jeff & Eileen are 
now underway with plans to celebrate the clubs 10th 
year with a special show at Spencers Restaurant. 


@ The Harrogate Hospital Social Club. sec. Denis 
Murthick. are continuing to book a monthly country act 
following the success of the Ryker Bros. Band andmore 
recently the Gordie West Duo. Gordie. a professional 
showman cum’ Canadian ambassador has an eye for 
detail and decorated the stage backdrop with huge 
Canadian flags which provided a clever enhancement 
for his performance. Accompanied on drums by Duggie 
the Calgary Cowboy earned appreciative response from 
the audience with a mixed spread of songs and his much 
famed yodels. 


@ The Sonny Curtis show at the Winning Post. York 
opened with a slick set from the H.T. Hoboes. alias Dave 
Crocker and Chris Lawerence. Chris’ consistant 
contribution to live music in the area by way of booking 
U.S. acts deserves at least a gold star and especially 
when the evening's proceedings can be re-lived on its 
transmission on the B.B.C. Great Northern Country 
Show. On hand as support was Bristol based Kelvin 


Henderson who 

with no crashing and bleating drum 

machine presented a superb solo acoustic 

spot. Kelvin's repertoire although familiar to most of the 
audience, projected a warmth of feeling that is so often 
lacking and thus provided an elegant introduction to 
Sonny Curtis and Friends. 


@ Given his own solo spot was mandolin virtuosa from 
California Evan Marshall who proceeded to give almost 
a mandolin recital, demonstrating with just three 
numbers some of the variance and scope that can be 
achieved. Not surprising to learn that Evan has been 
scooped up by Galactic Crossroads, the American 
mandolin mag to join their team of instrumental 
columists nor that his album has been produced by 
award winning fiddler Mark O'Connor. 


_ @ Asonprevious tours Sonny was accompanied by 


leading U.K. steelman Gerry Hogan and underlining 
Sonny’s preference for an acoustic sound Brian 
Hodgson on acoustic bass guitar. As with most songs 
one is rarely familiar with their author and Sonny's 


SOUTH EAST 


@ it’snicetosee that the power of the people can work 
sometimes, as that appears to have been the case at 
BBC Radio Kent with the return of Larry Adams to the 
airwaves. If you have followed the story so far you will 
remember that the station had continued the Country 
show on Sunday evenings but without Larry and with a 
staff DJ hosting the show and doing his best but that was 
not good enough for any self respecting Country 

fan. Larry's back with a renamed program. L.A. 
Country and continues on the Sunday evening. It does 
show that you can get something done by writing in! 


@ The May Day Bank Holiday weekend is when a 
festival advertised as ‘The Souths Country Music 
Festival’ takes place at New Romney, although I'm sure 
there are several other Festivals who would be quite 
justified to argue that title. The acts scheduled to 
appear are George Moody, Harmony, Bob Terry, 
Driftwood, Moonshine, Tulsa Time, Southern Breeze, Al 
Cody, Blue Country, Bandana Country and Dave Keen 
Band. 


@ While most clubs are doing quite weil and new clubs 
are starting, some long established ones have been 
closing or finding it difficult. One such club is the 
Regency C.M.C. at Horley (about to close) it has been 
rescued, but they will now be meeting on just the first 
Friday of the month instead of fortnightly as before. The 
club meets at the Reaency Hall, Albert Road, Horley, 


Surrey. 
I'm told the long 

running ‘Mississippi C.M.C.’ 

(!lford) has closed it would appear that low attendance 
was the reason. This club had been running for a very 
long time, so it’s a particular shame to see it go! 


@ One Georgina Rose, phoned me recently as she 
desperatly would like to find a band that would like a 
female vocalist, I'm told she sings M. of R. Country and 
has performed with bands at some of her local venues, 
such as the Double ‘B’ C.M.C. at Boughton, (It appears 
she went down well)? If you have a band that needs a 
female singer she tells me that she has enough material 
for acomplete evening, or if you are a musician looking 
to form a band then give me a call, and | will put you in 
touch! 


® | was in conversation recently with Steve from Rio 
who tells me that he is now using Luce Langridge on 
most gigs, must be one of the busiest Country drummers 
around, as we read last month he’s also playing with 
Roger Humphries new line up. 


@ The second half of the festival featuring Down 
County Boys who opened with some very tasty 
Newgrass Music. Bobby & Nashville Pride followed 
with a set that did very little for me. Although | usually 
applaud inventiveness, | am not overcome by 


regurgitated pop standards being passed off as country 
especially when the performers have the ability to do the 


real thing. Ben Ree’s Band got my country juices 
flowing again with a set which included a guest 
appearance by Marie Lester. Itwas left to Nashville 


Sonny Curtis 


prolific output has provided scores of hits for many 
artists. Therefore how pleasing to hear such numbers 


as ‘Walk Right Back’ and ‘| Fought The Law’ performed 


by their originator. Newer numbers included ‘When 


Luce Langridge 


@ | received with interest the details of this years 
Worthing Festival and it appears to me they have put 
together quite a different line up of artists to previous 
years. | note the ever popular George Moody is billed 
with his festival showband for the Saturday bill and the 
Duffy Family show head the Sunday show. Other 


The Duffy Brothers 


Fever to bring the show to a close with their modern 
outlaw sound. Overall this ‘Northwest Festival’ was one 
of quality performances. All the staff worked hard to 
stay on top of things and Wigwam once again provideda 
smashing sound. | for one, returned home happy and 
contented. 
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Amarillo Blows’ and a pretty ballad ‘You Are The 
Lesson’. A fun number with Even, ‘Kiss Of Fire’ anda 
tribute to Buddy Holly rounded off a packed evening. | 
would have liked to have seen more use made of Gerry 
Hogan's talents but a Hogan's Heros gig (see you next 
month) should rectify that and more volume on the bass 
would have helped to give a better sound spread. Brian 
at the moment is involved in a legal tussle with Magnum 
Records resulting in his band ‘Matchbox’ being ona 
‘hold’ situation and Magnum set for yet more trouble 
following their unlicensed U.K. release of the popular 
Sugar Hill album ‘Skaggs and Rice.” 


@ Had a second viewing of the Sonny Curtis show at 
the newly decorated Welcome Inn at Hoyland, Nr. 
Barnsley and on this occasion the opening bandwas the 
Pete Jones Outift. The outfit now steadily rolling along 
with odd numbers from Pat on fiddle giving extra depth 
and variety. The Hoyland C.M.C. celebrate their first 
birthday in July and are planning a special bash with an 
all star line up. 


@ Aletter from Ruth Broughton of the Southfork Club in 
Bolsover informs me that the Sportsdrome has changed 
its name to Castle Heights and their special guest this 
month is Jody Smith from Louisiana. Ruth also helps 
organise the popular Rednecks Club at Hadley Miners 
Welfare in Chesterfield. The club has been running 
every Saturday for the past two years and features the 
best of the local bands that abound in this area. 
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Bob McKinlay 


interesting acts such as Sarah Jory Band, Eddie 
Blackstone, Circuit Judge and Bob McKinlay caught my 
eye. It looks to be yet another promising Festival. 
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TYNE & WEAR 


@ | open the column this month offering well deserved 
congratulations to local band Key West for their 
performance in the Ross Electronics concert at 
Wembley during the Easter Weekend. Although limited 
to a half-hour display of their talents they certainly 
enjoyed the exposure outside this area and received 
many favourable comments and offers of work from 
‘Talent Scouts’ attending the Wembley Festival. Key 
West have been travelling the local circuit for many 
years with a small gap some eighteen months ago for 
Christine to have her baby but now they are back. better 
than ever. An enthusiastic reception met them on their 
recent visit to the Gunfighters (some of whom had given 
them moral support on their debut at 

Wembley). Unfortunately. | missed most of the show 
(one of the drawbacks of being a trucker) but their choice 
of up to date material from such as Highway 101, Reba 
McEntire and Patty Loveless was certainly well received 
by the Gunfighters’ audience. Derek (the fiddle player) 
and | once appeared on Tyne Tees television together 
but I’m not going to say how many years ago that was or 
what | was doinq!... (The Gunfighters also enjoyed 
performances from Dave McQueen and the Power 
Band. Johnny Carter and Hurricane Ridge. Stone Creek 
and Clint’s Collection) 


@ One of the few remaining social clubs still promoting 
country music in this area is the lona Club. Hebburn 
where | recently enjoyed a very entertaining show from 
Stone Creek (‘ain't that right boys?’). Other social clubs 
in the area promoting our music are St. Bede's Social 
Club. Jarrow which has re-instated country music 


shows monthly 

The Northern Club at 
Ashington continues to present country on Friday 
Nights. |was sorry to miss the recent appearance of the 
Rown Brothers, at the Marine Hotel. South Shields, from 
reports | received. | guess | missed a superb show! | 
was also sorry to miss the very brief visit in the region of 
Pinto Bennett and the Famous Motel Cowboys. 


@ A full house at the Border C.M.C., Berwick enjoyed 
the Scotch ‘n' Country Show featuring Manson Grant & 
The Dynamos. Stuart Anderson (accordian), Sarah Jory 
(pedal steel) and John C King. Margaret Trotter reports 
the content and stage presentation of the whole show 
was excellent - another first class show for the Border 
C.M.C. Future attractions include Collier-Dixon Line, 
Bob McKinlay, Ruby Rendall Band and George Moody 
and the Country Squires. 


@ The Outlaws C.M.C (Lanchester) celebrated their 
sixth anniversary in style with the Cotton Mill 

Boys. Congratulations to Tom and Betty Emery for the 
consistently high standard of country music 
entertainment they bring to their club 


CUMBRIA REPORT 


@ Hi there folks. it’s been a fantastic month for Country 
Music within our area, but with one or two of the venues 
overlapping it makes you wish you could be in two 
places atonce. Sadly! didn't get to the ‘Susan McCann 
Show at the Hilltop, Carlisle, but | did listen to Tony 
O'Reilly interviewing her for our ‘Go Country’ radio 
programme. 


@ Jody Stephens and Westwood was the band booked 
t ‘Clifton British Legion’. I've never seen this outfit 
before and was told months ago to look out for them, but 
on the night Jody was too ill to attend so she was 
replaced by Carol Weston who has a powerful voice, | 
liked best her Janie Fricke numbers, and personally | 
could have listened to ‘Westwood’ all night, good band, 
with a nice mixture of Country Music. | enjoy a steel 
guitar and Barry Gaskill certainly knew how to handle 
his. 


@ Next it was over the Border to the ‘Auld Smiddy’ at 
Gretna Green to see Colorado, we already knew Allan 
their drummer had retired and ex-Gambler drummer 
Willie Anderson was now in his seat, but it was a bit of a 
shock to find Gordon also replaced by just a slip of a lad, 
any-how Geordie soon introduced him as his son Kevin, 
who was standing in for Gordon who was ill. Kevin 
turned out to be agood substitute. A full house, bursting 
at the seams, makes you wonder where all the fans go 
to, on other club nights? 


@ John Lamont 

the organiser at Pirelli Club, Carlisle 

has booked ‘Randy Blue & Deep Water plus Miss 
Bobbie Wyatt’ twice, but I'd never got along to see 
them... Their performance was as good as any, both 
Randy & Bobbie treated us to a fine selection of Randy 
Travis to David Allan Coe and even Bob Wills numbers, 
the No. 1 of the night for me being Bobbie singing the 
Everleys hit ‘Yesterday Just Passed My Way 


@ ‘The Moat Brothers’ did the honours of opening a 
New County Music Club named ‘The Silver Saddle’ at 
Bowling Club, Wigton... These Tyneside lads have 
been about quite often, but this night was one of the 
best. we had a sprinkling of new songs with Ricky Van 
Shelton numbers, down to a Don Gibson medley and 
Hits from the Everleys, something to keep everybody 
happy. The organisers were pleased with their new 
venture and say that from May they hope to have a club 
night once a month, date to be decided later! 


CLEVELAND /DURHAM 


@ Following 6 months of extensive alterations to the old 
abode, now thankfully completed, the gaffer and | are 
currently spending every waking hour trying to get some 
semblance of order back into the place. Due to the 
mayhem, this months deadline seems to have crept up 
unexpectedly and somewhere amongst all the chaos 
lies this months notes, although my loyal local 
correspondents have saved the day (many thanks as 
always). 


@ From Sylvia Johnson comes news of the ‘Go 
Country’ C.M.C. 1stC.M. Dinner Dance held at Barnard 
Castle Glaxo Club. Says Sylvie, 200 people enjoyed an 
excellent dinner with Manson Grant & The Dynamos 
providing 3 hours of superb entertainment that made all 
the hard work organizing worth the effort. 


@ Our regular monthly show featured Jim Ryder and 
Bob Newman & Carol Gordon. Bob & Carol really took 
the place apart with a great show, which | found a 
pleasant surprise. | thought they might be too modern 
for our members, but | was gratefully proved wrong! 


@ Jim Ryder took a while to realize that the audience 
wanted him to sing. Once the message got through he 
put on a very good show, and must have pleased those 
present judging by the number of tapes he sold. Jim 
joined Bob & Carol during their last spot to bring the 
night to close on a very happy note! 


@ Betty Emery info’s 
The Outlaws C.M.C. are still going 

strong and headed for their 6th anniversary show, with 
the Cotton Mill Boys. In the month gone by, Clints 
Collection entertained for a decent crowd. Randy Blue 
& Deep Water ‘did us proud’ says Betty. (not to be 
missed next time they’re in the area!) Making their 
debut at The Outlaws were Bobbie & Nashville Pride 
with Bobbie in fine voice and daughter Sarah someone 
to look to in the future. Closing the month, were the 
excellent West Virginia. 


@ Wembley bound Jennifer Robson dropped in news 
of happenings in her neck of the woods. Of Bobbie & 
Nashville Prides visit to Bowburns Lazy CC &W.C., she 
says, this outfit performed a lot of ‘olde tyme’ country 
songs though not standards. Some might say they 
should up date their material but | think there is room for 
this type of country. A few more modern numbers 
wouldn't hurt, but | still like listening to songs rarely 
heard. Bradfords great crowd pullers Dillinger, gave 
everyone a good night, covering a wide range of songs 
including some fine originalnumbers. Then local artiste 


@ Don't forget the Tammy Wynette show comes to the 
Empire Theatre. Sunderland on May 19th with special 
quest Raymond Froggatt who is always a favourite in 
this area. | hope you will all support this show as it is 
significant to mention that neither the Johnny Cash nor 
Don Williams tours are visiting the region. Youwillhave 
to travel to Carlisle or Bridlington to see these shows. | 
have written many times in this column about the lack of 
support when big shows have been organised in this 
area so prove me wrong this time. and make the 
promoters think again 


@ ‘Triple C’ club at Westfield Workington had two 
Country Nights this month, the first had a good line up, 
but was the same night as Gretna and the second night 
featured ‘Pete Jones Outfit’, but both were successful! 


@ ‘Spill the Beans’ are one of the friendliest Acts ever to 
step onto the stage at ‘Cactus Jack's’ (Workington 
British Legion) with their great success as one of the 
U.K. top three piece outfits, they have won numerous 
awards on the club circuit, the enjoyment they bring into 
their act. comes out in songs like ‘Elvira’, ‘All The Gold In 
California’, ‘Seven Spanish Angels’ etc. On harmonies 
their three voices blend brilliantly with Tonys deep bass 
voice and Sue’s vocals complementing Mac's lead 
singing a very enjoyable night. No report from Langley 
Hall who had Poacher entertaining the same night. | 
payed a visit to Barnard Castle Cricket Club, (Frank 
Watson's stomping ground), a good friendly club, who 
like to listen to the best of bands, ‘Campbells Country’ 
had the fans on their side right from the start and showed 


" why they are so highly rated! (Thanks for a good night 


Frank!) 


@ Bob Newman & Carol Gordon starred at Billy & 
Margaret Steele’s Charity Country ‘do’ at Westnewton 
hope all went well for them as a lot of hard work was put 
forward 


@ |'mtold... Tony Lord provided ‘areet gud neet’ at the 
Greyhound Bothel & on behalf of a coach load of fans | 
can say we too, had ‘a reet gud day’ at Ray - Roys 
Northern Festival, Pontins, Southport. 


@ Welll’ve putsome miles on the clock this month and| 
haven't even mentioned my visit to Wembley! See you 
soon at the club! 


Dean Solomon, scraped an eleventh hour band 
together for his visit to Bowburn, including a competent 
lead guitarist and ex Tony James Trio drummer Alan 
Anderson who both fitted in well. Despite Deans bassist 
and himself being the only two surviving members | 
enjoyed the sounds of this ‘scratch’ line up, including the 
fresh material, of which my pick was George Straits ‘The 
Chair’. Completing the Lazy C’s month. 


@ Desperado covered music from such as the Statlers, 
Waylon, Cash and Yoakam, tracks off the White 
Mansions and offered a feast of self penned songs, The 
English Rose And The Southern Boy particularly 
appealing. Lead vocalist Mac possesses a very 
distinctive voice, it sounded excellent on some songs, 
(yet ear piercing on others) he was no slouch when it 
comes to guitar picking either, and | found it pleasing to 
see an outfit have the courage and faith in their 
songwriting ability to perform so many of their own 
songs. 


@ Soloist Andy Brown (ex High Plains Drifter) guested 
at Crooks Farrahs Arms where it must be said, he was 
greatly enjoyed by the punters. His voice and 
personality are good, | just wish he would learn a few 
newer numbers says J.J. 


®@ Asell out crowd were well entertained by Stocktons, 
Ken & Billie Ford at a charity presentation night at 
Teesside Bridge Club. North Ormesby when cheques 
for over £6,000 were presented to the Childrens Heart 
Fund... (Well done folks!) 


@ Another recent local charity evening organized by 
Don Pierse raised £158 for South Cleveland Hospital 
Radio. 


Stone Creek 


@ Finally to everybody going to Haqgertston Castle for 
their country music gala week. have a super week. sorry 
|won'tbe able to make it but I'd appreciate a report back 
on the proceedings... and to my fellow C.M.R.U 
contributors in the south of the country don’t be 
surprised to find me at the other end of your telephone 
one of these nights looking for a country music venue 
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@ Colorado attracted the first near capacity crowd for 
some time to Guisboro. Qouits Club despite tickets 
being priced at a more realistic £2.25, way above the 
clubs usual 70p cover charge. It does show fans are 
prepared to pay to see the best, well. once in a while 
anyway 


@ Delighted to see local singer John Taylors song 
writing ability receive a glowing report in Pete Griffins 
G.F.A.S. column last month. | always knew you had 
taste Pete me old son, it’s just the others. 


@ Yarms New Cross Keys continues country ona 
Monday following a change of heart by boss man Arthur 
Lancaster and clubs trying country on a trial period 
include Hartlepools Central United, Sundays; 
Grangetown B.L. and Whale Hill Social. 

Saturdays. The latter possessing excellent stage. 
lighting. enthusiastic organizer and professional 
compere. only thing lacking so far is bums on seats. 


@ Former Key West drummer Mike Larkin is gathering 
a new band together, names as yet unavailable watch 
this space... | also hear popular N/East visitors the J.D. 
Band have decided to go their own seperate ways ... and 
our own local band Arizona have also recently parted 
company. for years known as Country Air the band will 
be a big loss on the local circuit... only one local release 
tape wise this month comes from Bob Allison entitled 
‘Requestfully Yours’. As the title indicates the songs 
covered are those most requested at Bobs gigs 
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BORDER COUNTIES 


@ The Craven Arms C.M.C. is still drawing good 
crowds every Sunday night despite the fact that like so 
many other clubs it faces a lot of opposition from ‘Free 
Entry’ shows in local pubs... Telford's ‘Kenny 
Rowlands Duo’ - The Woodberries from Bridgnorth and 
Derby based solo ‘Paul Rogers’ who has just completed 
a weeks tour of this area. were both well attended. 


@ Tony Best and his Lazyacre C.M.C. celebrated their 
tenth anniversary with ‘Froggie’ and his Band with 
support from North Wales duo ‘Cindy & Dave’ Asusual 
Froqgie was in great form and the packed house were 
treated to a fantastic show. 


@ Another annual event atthe Lazyacre this month was 
the two night show by ‘Brendan Shine’. ‘lona & Andy’ did 
the supporting role on the Monday night, and ‘Country 
Company’ on the Tuesday. Both nights were 
completely sold out and both were very enjoyable 
shows! 


@ | had quite a night out when ‘Taffy Davies’ ‘Treble C’ 
C.M.C. in Crewe invited me up to their well attended 
David Allan Coe & Bobby Bare show. 


@ Recent visitors to Hereford’s Richmond Club C.M.C. 
were ‘Martin Connors & the Carrot Crunchers’ featuring 
acomedy set and a country set. The group went down 
well with the packed house. ‘The Jimmy Thomas Trio’ 


from the 
Rhayader area were the 
supporting act and made a good job of it. 


@ ‘Annies’ club at Malvern staged another of their 
specials at the Chase School in the town. This time it 
was ‘Bob McKinlay’ on stage and although the crowd 
could have been a bit bigger they gave the band a great 
reception, for their three excellent sets. 


@ Shrewsbury’s ‘Delta Dawn Trio’ turned out as a four 
piece with young ‘Paul Argyle’ playing bass for their visit 
to the Wild West C.M.C. at Wigmore. Yet another good 
turnout of fans greeted them, and with three good sets, | 
think everyone should have gone home happy. 


@ The Lingen C.M.C. show that featured ‘Bob 
McKinlay & Redwing’ also featured Country comedian 
‘Bumble Clark’ from Whitney who literally had the crowd 
rolling in the isles. Bob & his boys opened with the well 
known numbers off his latest album. For his second set 
they were joined by special guest steelie ‘Melvin Duffy’ 
from then on the place was really buzzing and the crowd 
showed they appreciated it and at the end fans were 
clamouring to know when they would be back again! 


EAST MIDLANDS 


@ Top spot for me locally in recent weeks was seeing 
Warrington Based Stroller at Greyfriars Club, Gordon 
Rd., Nottingham, their modern approach was like a 
breath of fresh air. ‘Blue Ridge Mountain Girl’, ‘Love 
Undecided’, ‘Let The Hard Times Roll’ and ‘Linda’ were 
just a few of the seldom heard gems that this highly 
talented quartet came up with. 


@ Randy Blue with Bobbie Wyatt & Deep Water 
appeared at Players CMC, Aspley Lane, Nottingham 
and Freds Place, Gedling M.W. within three weeks, at 
Players they still had a bit to do to reach the high 
standard they had before the departure of their bass 
player and drummer. Three weeks later at Gedling and 
they were as good as pre-split with ‘new boys’ Frank 
Conway/bass and Billy Gethings/drums both showing 
their ability. ‘| Feel The Need’, ‘The Dreamer’, ‘Ain't It 
Funny’, ‘Four Walls’ all Randy Blue originals went 
well. Bobbie on ‘Walk The Way The Wind Blows’ was 
superb. Rod Hillon lead guitar is a bit special especially 
on the instrumental part of ‘Going Where The Lonely 
Go’. 

@ Pleased to see T.P. Stubbs back in harness (no pun 
intended) after over twelve months off with back trouble, 
with his close friend Chas Collins he now works as a 
duo. Really enjoyed their performance at High Peak 
CMC, Buxton, ‘Highway Forty Blues’, ‘Dealing With The 
Devil’, ‘Diesal Cafe’ and T.P’s self penned ‘Sheffield 


Steel’ 
and Bar Room 

Blues’ were enough to convince 

me that they could really go places. Also on the show 
were top rated Bob Newman & Carol Gordon ‘The 
Closer You Get’, ‘Islands In The Stream’ and ‘Friday 
Night Blues’ went well, a duo | feel sure that will be inthe 
running for top awards again this year! 


@ Uuugghh... what’s happened to Linda & Arthur 
James | thought they were awful at Stapleford CMC, | 
rate highly Arthur as a ‘Steel Guitarist’ if somewhat 
lacking in personality, but Linda at times sounded as if 
she was auditioning for a job as a town crier. Their 
repertoire was disappointing and the taped backing 
abysmal, a lot of hard work is needed and an up dating of 
material essential if they are to prosper. 


@ When ‘Restless Wheels’ which is Stu Page & 
Remuda’'s debut Album is released | urge you all to 
order a copy from your High Street Store. As | feel sure 
British Country Music will gain some credibility. Stu, 


WEST MIDLANDS 


@ The original Hole In The Wall Gang were the 
sidekicks and back up players to Butch Cassidy and the 
Sundance Kid a pair of individuals who robbed the 
people of the old West. the ones at the Circle 'W'C.M.C. 
in Tipton were backing Hank Hillman in a similar 
exercise. The Circle ‘W’ is a great club and doesn't 
demand a lot... but... a twelve minute dance a round to 
will the Circle be Unbroken ‘Swing Low mix was rough 
on the seated punters!! and Hank left it till the 
penultimate number to show the real talents of his band. 
@ Incomplete contrast the professional show put on by 
Rusty Weir and his American Road Band played the last 
date for the Friday Night Venue. at Shepwell Green 
Club. run under the name of Rhinestone C.M.C 
Although not very well supported 

Rusty's band gave it their best shot (including a Hank 
Williams medley tor the dancers). Rusty Weir. a third 
generation American with German ancestors. showed 
the style and talent that he uses at places like the 
Kerryvale Festival for songwriter ‘singers. 


@ Pete Donnelly had to bring Brian Collins ‘Palladin’ 
back into the country circuit after the Louisiana 
Hellraisers cancelled apparently they are re-organising 
the qroup as ‘New Hellraisers’, and plan to keep the 
diary going. 

@ Another band that appears to have retired (again) is 
‘Shoo-Tu’, a reshaped ‘Shoestring’ who were formerly 
Buss Brown's Band ‘Driftwood’ (only the names are 
changed), 
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@ Some ofthe 
most generous of 
people go to country gigs! 

| emmceed a show at the PENKRIDGE C.M.C. in 
aid of a local hospice. Marc Wayne. Sylvie and Silver 
Dollar along with Chris Wesson and the Splinter Band 
provided the music. The Splinter band has aquired 
Tom Russell on lead and Trevor on Steel, the ‘deputy’ 
drummer was sitting in for the regular man who won't do 
charity shows. his choice!! Trevor... normally runs the 
‘Silver Trees’ C.M.C. at Old Oscott W.M.C. (Sundays), 
But wife Josie takes change when he’s playing! 


@ | note Local Act Syivie, has a new cassette out 
‘Passing Time with the Family’ it has five original songs 
on it. 


@ The Wolverhampton Rangers set off to see Willie 
Nelson in style! The mini Bus they booked was out so 
they went in a furniture van, that broke down on the 
Wembley Car Park and they arrived back with the milk! 


@ My own memories of the Wembley '88 crowd... a 
very large ‘cowboy’ trying to get to the top of West 
Terrace, a 1in4 climb, assisted by two stewards with the 
lights on his hat flashing with the music and the ‘Willie’ 


Photo By Jim Silverthorn 


@ NOTES:- Martin Connors tells me the group have 
now formed their own record company, ‘Far End 
Records’ and they have anew single ‘on the phone’ due 
out this month and they also have a new L.P. on 
Cassette available. 


@ Casey & Jean Jones’ Golden Valley C.M.C. is doing 
well and every club night drawing a good crowd. Clovis 


Terry, Andy & Patrick turned in a magnificent 
performance at White Stetson CMC, Ravenshead 
Village Hall. 


@ Tony Andrews & Raincheck recently made another 
appearance in the area. this time at the Black Stetson, 
Albany Club, Stapleford before a very noisy 

audience. This five piece never cease to puzzle me, 
they have one of the best sounds around yet, often 
waste their time performing ‘Mickey Mouse’ type of 
material. Tony constantly grumbles about missing out 
onthe ‘big’ festivals and | agree that they deserve wider 
recognitiion. but perhaps updating their material would 
help? 


@ A brief mention for Jennifer Robson from Crook. Co. 
Durham who | met briefly at Wembley. thanks for your 
kind words luv. they were much appreciated. 


@ Onthe Wednesday after the House Party | made itto 
The Welcome Inn. Hoyland. Nr. Barnsley to see one of 
my hero's in the shape of Steve Young who was truly 
brilliant. If you manage to read this Steve many thanks 
for ‘The Ballad Of William Sycamore’ and ‘Seven 
Bridges Road’. Pete Jones Outfit provided good 
support. My thanks to Jim Jones and his good lady who 
are the Country Music Fanatics for their warm welcome 
and apologies to fellow scribe Eve Morris for trespassing 
on her territory. 


@ | know they say no news is good news. however 
letting me know your news could be very good 
news. Send to usual address and be lucky. 


*Photo by Brian Shelley 


Peter Rowan 


fan with his own minder down the front being continually 
put back in his seat! 


@ Back locally a tremendous show from Acoustic Roots 


double header, Steve Young doing one of his best sets 
for years and Peter Rowan with his brother Loren 
showing yet another facet of his considerable talent, the 
packed room proving again that quality sells. 


Tony Best 


with Linda & Arthur James and the Shackband plus 
Denver Spur are the acts that have kept the supporters 
happy on the last two clubnights. So no doubt will be 
5ack again in the future. 
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T.P. Stubbs & Chas Collins 
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@ The same result was for Sonny Curtis at Tiysul who 
put the Full House sign up again. 


@ Worked with Colorado at the Stag C.M.C. in 
Cannock, very tight sounds in a very easy style that was 
to be expected from the number one band. 


@ Went to see that master of the unusual Kelvin 
Henderson and his Bristol Band, Kelvin, at the time 
everybody is writing their own songs, picks some 
classics and gems from the past and cleverly links the 
songs with good stories which made Derek O’Hallorans 
club into a concert night! 


@ Best wishes to both Ray Scott, Keep It Country, and 
Colin Pincher of the Rhinestone Clubs resting in 
hospitals at present. The Rhinestone promoted Pinto 
Bennett and the Famous Motel Cowboy band at Birchills 
Liberal Club reckon Pinto could follow Boxcar on the 
club circuit if he is exposed enough. His bass player 
sounds more like Bobby Valentino of the Wangford 
Band. Gazedinawe atthe skills of the two lead players 
inter-changing breaks. Pinto’s version of the Bob Wills 
Songbook is true western swing without the brass. 


@ Wolverhampton ‘Ghost Riders’ (Late Christmas) 
show raised over £500 for the local hospital, Jim 
Reynolds and Saddletramps drove a cracking pace all 
night. 
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Telford TF7 5QF 


By BE 0952 583672 


SHADES OF GREEN 


@ On the Irish front, country music is enjoying revived 
popularity with a host of artists such as Michael O'Brian, 
Hugo Duncan, Mick Flavin, Hugh McLean etc... 
collecting ‘Gold Discs’, while Daniel O'Donnell, and 
Seamus McGee each made the Radio 2 National charts 
last year with their EP’s. In recent weeks a host of new 
bands have mushroomed up. After enjoying success in 
the folk field Louise Morrisey has launched her own 
band, with a single entitled ‘The Night Daniel O'Donnell 
Came To Town’. With a single ‘Brown Eyes’ new face 
John Hogan from Cavan is enjoying good media 
attention, and hits the road this month with his own 
backing band. 


@ Former pop songstress Louise Jones is the latest 
Irish act to crossover from the ‘pop’ to the ‘country’ 
market, and a country album is due soon from the 

lass. After her second British concert tour supporting 
Daniel O'Donnell songstress Mary Duff has launched a 
new band, and her debut country album ‘Love Someone 
Like Me’, is selling well. It would seem that the country 
market is now littered with new country names seeking 
that elusive break. 


@ Martin Satterthwaite, European Director of the 
Country Music Association says ‘A lot of people think of 
the images of straw bales and hats. But! think the 
success of Daniel O'Donnell has managed to convince 
the critics that country music in '88, is nothing like that, 

he added. With so many new names around, the old | 


ULSTER REPORT 


@ The Fort Worth Country Music Club proudly 
presented their second country music festival on 
Saturday the 12th of March. The festival started at high 
noon and went right through to 1 am Sunday 

morning... The charities to benefit this year were 
‘Heartbeat’ and ‘Motor Neurone Disease’ 


@ The host comperes for the festival were Pat Derry of 
‘Afternoon Country’ B.B.C. Radio Foyle and Paddy 
O'Flaherty of ‘O'Flaherty’s Country’ B.B.C. Radio 
Ulster... Artists and bands appearing this year were 
‘Footloose’ Kid Wayne and the K.W.C. Band’ ‘Country 
Breeze’ Soni Tyrone and the Stardusters’ The 
Sandpipers’ Pat Derry’ Eileen King’ The Clinton Sisters’ 
Aurio! Campbell’ Gina Joyce’ Mel Tarner’ Ivan 
Patterson and special quest star ‘Jim Whitman’. During 
a conversation. Jim told me he was a great admirer of 
the late Elton Britt and hope’s to have a tribute album to 
the great man out soon. 


@ There were quite a few empty chairs at the early part 
of the Festival this year compared to last year, due in the 
main to some of the other C.M.C’s not supporting the 
event... Last year clubs brought as many as thirty 
members but not one of these came this year. let's hope 
that the clubs rally round and support the Festival next 


year. as organisers Mervyn and Marie do some great 
work for charity and deserve all the support they can get! 


HIGHLAND COUNTRY 


@ Avery last minute cancellation of their Scottish tour 
by 4 Wheel Drive left me with 24 hours to find 
replacement bands, a major headache, but with the help 
of some local bands and the ultimate in co-operation 
from Dave McQueen and the Power band no venue 
wentwithout music. Itwas the first time in the Highlands 
for Dave, but some of the band had been in these parts 
with other line-ups. They were very well received with 
their well presented wide variety of material. 


@ | feel | must voice my disappointment in 4 Wheel 
Drive who gave the lead singers loss of voice as the 
reason for not appearing but were still able to appear in 
the London area the night before they were due to start 
in Scotland: also a telephone call rather than a letter 
would have given me a few more hours to sort things 
out. Their approach to the situation hardly leaves them 
in good standing should they ever wish to return to these 
parts. 


@ A young band from the Elgin area starting to make 
in-roads on the country scene are Tracy and the Texas 
Dreamers. Although | have not heard them for myself | 
have received very good reports on their performance, 
with their 14 year old lead guitarist receiving much 
praise. Itis heartening to find more and more teenagers 
taking an interest in country music. Whilst on the 
subject of the younger generation, as previously 


country hitmakers 

of yesteryear are forced to take the 

back seat. or indeed semi-retirement, as ‘Route '88’ 
seeks to bring fame for many of the new breed of country 
entertainers, 


COUNTRY SOUND TRACKIN' 


@ There’s a host of good new sounds on disc too... A 
new EP with ‘Waltz of the Angels’ as the title track sees 
Hugo Duncan march on with ‘Golden Jubilee’ a track 
from his current album. Tony Stevens back after a long 
rest with an EP and ‘Old Loves Never Die’ happens to 
be the promotion track. Gemma Hasson features 
‘Southern Dixie Flyer’ as her new four track EP, the 
recording is in aid of the ‘Stephen Quinn Appeal 

Fund’. Album wise well Gene Stuarts ‘Sincerely Irish’ is 
a sure winner for the Dungannon vocalist. 


@ Philomena Begley is all set to team up with Don 
Williams on his major UK tour in June. Her new 25th 
Anniversary album should be issued by 

then... Following the departure of four of the Hillbillies to 


@ Acouple of 
artists | had the pleasure 
of seeing for the first time one 

of these was ‘Auriol Campbell’ who | 


believe comes from the Larne area Auriol has a cassette 


tape out called ‘Auriol’s Country Songs’ Cab 

103. Another first for me was Soni Tyrone and the 
Stardusters. Soni was in a serious car accident about 
nine years ago and is just back on the country circuit 
again with his Band the ‘Stardusters' who comprise 
‘Noel Caffin’ bass guitar ‘Ray Conway’ drums son 
Dominic lead guitar and vocals and ‘Albert Taylor’ steel 
guitar... Albert and | really hit it off as like myself he’s a 
fan of Hank Williams and the Drifting Cowboys and 
enjoys listening to the steel quitar sounds of Don Helms 


@ Soni and the boys have a four track E.P. out called 

‘many times’ also on it are ‘Swiss Lullaby’ ‘Isle of 

Innisfree’ and ‘Village in County Tyrone’ on Stardust 
-Records SDR 001 


@ AnewC.M.C. has been formed in the last few 
months it's called The Wildwood Country Music Club’ 


predicted 

West ‘n’ Elliot made 

a big impression on the 

local scene during their recent visit and their return to the 
Highlands in July is being much looked forward to by 
many. 


@ It saddened me to hear it announced that after their 
Festival on 26th June the Keith CM Club will close its 
doors, it seems that although the club have tried all 
means to bring the punters out it just is not working for 
them. 


@ Onahappier note the Aberdeen CM Club's new 
venue seems to be working out well for them with good 
turnouts every Tuesday night now. Very short this 
month due to time catching up with me, as always | keep 
hoping for some of you to come to me with your news 
rather than having to go out searching for it, a letter or 
telephone call always welcome. 
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Daniel O’Donnell’s band, singer Ray Lynam, was forced 
to add a complete new band, and after their 
performance along with Philomena Begley on RTE's 
‘Sunday Night at the Olympia’ there is room for 
improvement all round! Philomena and Ray's 
performance also left a lot to be desired in both choice of 
material, and stage appearance... 


@ After twenty two years Outlet-Homespun Records 
move out of their base at Smithfield Square in Belfast, 
and move into anew building at 15-21 Gordon Street, in 
Belfast. The new building will house their recording 
studio, cassette unit, and distribution service all under 


Hugo Duncan 


one roof...! note Ms Sadie Fogerty, has launched a new 
fan club for Dermot Moriarty & His Kerry Cowboys. You 
can contact Sadie at Kilmacogue, Newport, Co. 
Tipperary for further details. 


@ The Gooch Brothers are a duo enjoying newly found 
country fame. The young teenage brothers Eamon and 
Lee are highly rated as fiddle players. Last year they 
appeared on BBC’s ‘Tom O'Conner Show, and several 
weeks back RTE'’s ‘Iris '88’ show. The boys have a lot 
of potential. 


Philomena Begley 


‘Bunbeg' Letterkenny 
Co. Donegal 
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and meets every Saturday in the Beechill Inn. 
Cederhurst Road, Newtownbreda. That's it for this 
month... the address is as usual... 


LOTHIAN/ BORDERS 


@ It's boom time in the Lothians district once again as 
far as country music is concerned as three new C & W 
Clubs are opening up. The first is the ‘Golden Nugget’ 
which is held in the Abercorn Inn every Sunday. This is 
situated in the Piershill district of Edinburgh. They have 
already had visits from Nebraska and Texas 

Moon. Next comes the Texas Rangers who open their 
doors on the Sunday of Easter Weekend at the Bilston 
Miners Club. The club will meet fortnightly. Thenits the 
turn of the ‘Route 65° Club which will meet at the Forum 
Lounge in Livingstone under the auspices of Danny 
O'Connor. The Latter two clubs have Route 65 and 
Country Flavour as their first two bands. 


@ The Tucson CMC played host to Tommy Truesdale 
and the Sundowners, Kentucky Bourbon, Manson 
Grant and the Dynamos and due to a late cancellation 
by Four Wheel Drive. Dave McQueen and The Power 
Band - put on an excellent show and had only worked 
together for three weeks when they did the 

gig... Manson Grant and the Dynamos received the 
‘Band of the Year’ award for 1987 at the Tucson Club 
after a year that saw the top three bands separated by 
only two points. 


@ Roslin’s Penville CMC had visits from Maggie and 
Tennessee Express and Kentucky Bourbon at their 
Country Inn headquarters. Both bands were very well 
received but | am told that the attendance here are 
dwindling a little bit. 
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@ |sobel Jepson. 
landlady at The Farmer's 

Rest in Hawick tells me that the Silver Dollar CMC 
could do with a few more members 


@ | went along to a pub called Negociante’s to hear a 
band called the ‘Dan Blocker Experience’ and what an 
experience itwas. They turned out to be a six piece 
band consisting of:- Stuart Nisbet (one time member of 
pop band China Crisis) on steel guitar, banjo, 

vocals. Colin MacFarlane on lead guitar, mandolin and 
vocals. Paul Manson on bass guitar. Richard 
Henderson on lead vocals and rhythm guitar. Keith 
Burns on drums and lovely vocalist Alison 
MacFarlane... The Band tell me that they have been 
together since September '87. They have an excellent 
programme of old and new country music. Two tunes | 
especially liked were Joy Divisions’ ‘Love Will Tear Us 
Apart’ and ‘Rags to Riches’ which was written by 
Glasgow band ‘Blue Nile’. Dan Blocker Experience isa 
band not to be missed. 
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Ricky Van Gold. CBS-Nashville label execs join Ricky Van Shelton in 
celebration of the Recording Industry Assn. of America’s recent gold-album 
certification of Shelton’s “‘Wild-Eyed Dream.” Pictured, from left, are Jack 
Lameier, director of national promotion; Mary Ann McCready, director of sales 
and product development; Roy Wunsch, senior vice president of Nashville 
operations; Shelton; Steve Buckingham, director of a&r and album producer; 
Joe Casey, vice president of promotion; Vicky Rowland, manager of retail 
relations; and Rich Schwan, director of national promotion. The album has 
yielded two No. 1 singles, “Somebody Lied" and “Life Turned Her That Way.” 


Hail To The King. Dolly Parton, center, reunites with Porter Wagoner, left, in 
their first public appearance in more than 13 years to salute king of country 
music Roy Acuff. Acuff was honored during a special one-hour tribute to him on 
The Nashville Network’s "Grand Ole Opry Live.” 


Taking A Chance. Texas-based artist Jeff Chance, center, chats with Dick 
Whitehouse, right, president of Curb Records, and Harold Shedd, Chance’s 
producer, after signing with Curb. 


Cashing In. Johnny Cash, center left, and his daughter Rosanne Cash, center 
right, accept a No. 1 Club award for the tune “Tennessee Flat Top Box" at a 
recent reception at ASCAP, Nashville. Johnny wrote the tune, and Rosanne 
performed it. Pictured, from left, are Roy Wunsch, senior vice president of 
Nashville operations, CBS Records; Steve Popovich, senior vice president of 
Nashville Operations, PolyGram Records; Johnny Cash; Rosanne Cash; Connie 
Bradley, southern executive director, ASCAP; and Tim Wipperman, vice 
president/general manager, Warner/Chappell Music. 


They Loved Ewe. Following a showcase hosted by MCA Records to introduce 
country newcomer Skip Ewing, center left, friends gather to congratulate him on 
his performance. Pictured are, from left, Mark Maynard, director of sales, MCA- 
Nashville; Barbara Maddox, of the personnel department at Central South; 
Ewing; Gloria Todd, sales rep, Central South; Walt Wilson, director of marketing, 
MCA-Nashville; and Pam Russell, manager of marketing, MCA-Nashville. 
Ewing's single “Your Memory Wins Again” is currently climbing the country 
charts. 


Answered by 
Pete Smith & 
Friends 


M. Casswell of Mansfield is anxious 


to obtain a copy of ‘The City Of New 
Orleans’ as recorded by WILLIE 
NELSON. 


You're in luck. C.B.S. have 

recently released a compilation 
titled ‘The Willie Nelson Collection’ 
(4609301) and this song is 
included. 


Terry Guy of Liverpool would be 

: | obliged if anyone could supply the 
words to a JOHN STARLING song 
believed to be called ‘We Know Better 
You &I’. 


@ Can anyone help? By the way 
ea) Terry, | think your suggestion of 
‘Musicians Profiles’ is excellent. 
We'll see what we can do. 


R. Harrison wants to know which 

“1 albums the following songs can be 
found on: WAYLON JENNINGS ‘The 
Door Is Always Open’ / LARRY GATLIN 
‘Indian Summer’ / JEAN SHEPARD 
‘Slipping Away’ / STATLER BROTHERS 
‘Baby Mine’. 


JEAN SHEPARD ‘The Very 

Best Of’ (Liberty LBR 1003) / 
STATLER BROTHERS ‘Today’ 
(Mercury MERL 25). 


@ Jennifer Harrison of Portadown 
has a son who is learning to pick 
steel and would like to know of the 
availability of book tutors. 


[eal ... Can anyone help? 


@ John M. Cooper of Suffolk is 
extremely grateful for your 
information of the songwriters 
featured on the FORESTER 
SISTERS album ‘You Again’. 
However, the song ‘Sooner 

Or Later’ was not included in our list. 


B ... Who wrote it then? 


Roy Danks of Tipton, West Mid S, 

poses an interesting though not 
country question. Roy would like to 
know about the American Civil War, 
particularly, of the south, all the 
Confederate States, and how to gain 
such information. 


| have many volumes on the subject 
but have selected these to begin 
with:- ‘The Civil War’ by Douglas 
Welsh (Bison Books) is excellent for 
the novice. giving much information 
in a few pages and really wets the 
appetite for further 

reading. ‘America’s Bloodiest Day’ 
by William A. Frassanito (Mills & 
Boon) explores in detail the battle of 
Antietam. ‘This hallowed Ground’ 
by Bruce Catton (Gollancz) gives 
the northern point of view and in my 
opinion is the best book on the 
subject. though not for light 
reading. Finally there's the 
excellent Time / Life series. ‘The 
Civil War’. Rather expensive but 
you buy one a month thus 
spreading the cost. Good luck with 
your studies Roy. | know you'll 
enjoy the experience as much as | 
do 


@ And now to those outstanding 
questions. We have had a lot of 
mail regarding our Tanya Tucker 
question (answered last 

month). Thanks to Bill Andrews of 
Belfast, Joe Firth of Blackburn, 


Diana Richardson of Huntingdon 
(lovely card Diana). lan Forrest of 
Billingham, Robert McMillan of 


Avisaig. Eddie Arnold of Pontefract. 


D.F. Reed of Stockton-on-Tees 
(another lovely card). 


If Paula Kelly of County Durham, 
our MERLE HAGGARD fan, sends 
us aS.A.E. we will put her in touch 
with a ‘Hag’ discographer. 


Jean Earle will be pleased with the 
response to her HUGO DUNCAN 
question. Write to House 7, 
Mullaghduff, Kincasslagh P.O.., 
Letterkenny, Co. Donegal, 

Eire. Tel: 074-55116 (Manager), 


Outlet Music Scales, 48 Smithfield 
Square, Belfast, BT1 1JE. Tel: 
10231 -322826 (Records). Our 
thanks to Danny Dunleavy of 
Ireland and an unknown 
correspondent 


@ John Warburn of Skegness, who 
| believe is amember of the ECHO 
MOUNTAIN COUNTRY BAND. 
informs us that ALBERT LEE picks 
up on the SHAKIN’ STEVENS 
albums ‘This Ole House’ and ‘Take 
One’ (B.J. COLE plays on them 
too. So that's a little more info for 
Bill Husband. Incidentally, Albert 
was first class at Wembley 


@ Finally, ANY information at all on 
ALBERT LEE for our friend Bill 
Husband. You never know, the 
seemingly insignificant snippet may 
be of prime importance to Bill. 


@ Michael Creed of 

Wisbeach informs that DOLLY 
PARTON's fan club is now situated 
at Dollywood Ambassadors. 700 
Dollywood Lane. Pigeon Forge. 
Tennessee, 37863-4101 


=: WAYLON JENNINGS 


@ Dave Anderson of Kettering has 
helped us with our KARLA 
BONOFF question. Dave tells us 
that the albums ‘Karla Bonoff’ (CBS 
7464-34672-1), ‘Restless Nights’ 
(CBS 74643-57991) and ‘Wild 
Heart Of The Young’ (CBS 74643- 
74441) are all available from Virgin 
Superstore in London. Dave has 
been trying hard to gain info for us, 
writing to CBS (butis still without the 
courtesy of areply!) Features on 
session players and GEORGE 
MOODY info would please Dave! 


@ Tom Robinson of Kingstown 
Hospital Radio seems to have 
misunderstood my comments about 
Comstock Records not issuing 
singles of the rock type. This was 
meant as praise for the label 
adhering to true country sounds, not 
as criticism. | note the names you 
mention in your letter. MostI’ve not 
heard of socan notcomment, but I'd 
hardly class RAY ST.GERMAIN as 
arocker. Anyhow Comstock, keep 
up the good work. 


@ And now to those outstanding 
teasers. What about the song of 
the 40s / 50s with the line ‘I'm the 
son of a sailor and the sea’s in my 
blood’. Current information on 
LYNDA CARTER 
(‘Wonderwoman’), DIANE 
PFIEFER, SUE TERRY, ROSE 
BRENNAN, KARLA BONOFF, 
RACHEL SWEET, songwriter 
STEVE RHYMER and KREGG 
NANCE who sang in the movie 
‘Motel Hell’. Where can we obtain 
JOAN BAEZ albums? 


‘There are stars in the southern 
sky. @@@@@8800 


“TOMOTTOWS 
News” 
tee 


@ U.S.A. Country artist Mark 
Moseley is scheduled for his third 
European tour starting August 15th 
with a country music festival in 
Holland. Most of Mark's tour will 
be based in the U.K. with his first 
U.K. date being the Peterborough 
Country Music Festival. 


@ Mark will be taping the 
Canadian country music television 
show ‘Show No. 1 West’ in Prince 
Albert, Canada in fpril. Show 
No.1 Westis hosted by Brian Sklar 
and produced by C.T.V. Network 
for Syndication. The show will air 
to Canadian audiences in the early 
fall and will be rebroadcast 
several times. 


@ Currently working dates on the 
Grand Ole Opry in Nashville with 
Stonewall Jackson. In addition to 
producing his own records. This 
month British artist Les Close 
travelled from England to 
Nashville to record an album co- 
produced by Mark and John Aston. 


@ In May Little Ginny and Tammy 
Cline travel from England to record 
with Moseley who has also been 
laying down tracks for his second 
Mosrite Records album project 
release for the European Market, 
Canada and Australia around the 
last of July. 


@ Distribution of both ‘First Time 
Out’ and future album releases is 
being set up and information on 
where to obtain all Mosrite 


records will be forthcoming. In 
the meantime, contact Mark at 
Mosrite Records, P.0. Box 40013, 
Nashville, Tennessee 37204. 
U.S.A. 


@@eee0e0808080 
HARLOW PRE-FESTIVAL DANCE 


@eeeoeoee eo @ 
As a prelude to this years 


Harlow Country Festival, the 
District Council, are staging an Eve 


of Festival dance &  get- 
together. Featuring Stu Page & 
Remuda and Bill Conlan & 
Emerald, at the Mark Hall School 
in Old Harlow. Any bands or 
artists in the area not working will 
be welcome, but, say the 
organisers, please ‘Phone 

First! For tickets, and further 
information, contact: Harlow 
District Council Leisure Services 
Dept. Telephone 0279 446411/2. 


ARE YOU A 


SUBSCRIBER 


can be delivered 
with your mail, on or 
about the 1st of every month 


Annual Rates 


BRITISH ISLES ... £12.00 
EUROPE/REP IRELAND £14.50 
AMERICA/CANADA 
(Air Mail) ... £16.00 (Sterling) 


Send your name and address 
together with cheque/PO payable to: 


Country Music Round Up 
Publishing Company 
286/287 High Street 

(Upper Precinct) 
Lincoln LN2 1AL ... England 


FIGHTING COCK 

Monteney Crescent, Ecciesfield, 
Sheffield. (Wednesday & Saturday) 
4 Buskers Brew. 7 John Waldon. 

11 Peter J Stone. 14 Diamondback. 

18 Gary Roberts. 21 Buskers Brew. 
25 Ken Barras. 28 Wayne Vincent Duo. 


BRAMLEY SOCIAL CLUB 

Cross Street, Bramley, Rotherham. 
(Thursdays) 

5 Ryker Brothers Band. 12 Peter J Stone. 
19 Gary Roberts. 26 Pinkertons Colours. 


OUTLAWS C.M.C. (Saturdays) 
Lanchester Social, Newbiggin Road, 
Lanchester, Co. Durham. 

7 Bob McKinlay Band. 14 Sundown. 

21 Campbells Country. 28 Foster Boys. 


HAZEL GROVE C.M.C. 

Reform Club, Napier Street, Hazel 
Grove, Stockport. (Sundays) 

1 Louisiana Hellraisers. 8 Collier Dixon 
Line. 15 Bob McKinlay & Redwing. 

22 Phil Brady & The Ranchers. 

29 Dillinger. 


CADES COUNTY C.M.C. 
Shireoaks M.W., Shireoaks, Nr. 
Worksop, Notts. (Fridays) 

6 Andy McCabe. 13 Bob McKinlay & 
Redwing. 20 Quicksilver. 27 tan & 
Sandy Nings Country Flavour. 


MAPLE LEAF C.M.C. 

TTFSC Islington Road, Towcester, 
Northants. (Fortnightly) 

7 Kelvin Henderson Band. 

21 Out Of Hand. 


HIGH LANE C.M.C., 
Conservative Club, Buxton Rd., High 
Lane, Stockport, Cheshire. 
(Saturdays) 

- 7 Sunset Boulevard. 14 Jody Smith 
(USA) plus Blue Ridge Band. 
21 Livestock. 28 Desperado. 


ROSSINGTON LABOUR CLUB 
Gattison Lane, Rossington, 
Doncaster, S. Yorks. (Mondays) 

2 Keith Manifold Trio. 9 John Aston Trio. 


16 Quicksilver. 
23 Bill Weston Duo. 30 The Foster Boys. 


THE WELCOMEC.M.C. (Sundays) 
Lancastrian Squash Club, East Bond 
St., Leigh, Lancs. 


1 Pete James & Wrangler. 8 Desperado. 
15 Billy Finnegan & Stagecoach. 

22 Johnny Marks. 29 Hank Walters & 
The Dusty Road Ramblers. 


TIMBERLINE C.M.C. 

Kings Arms, Crich, Derbyshire 
(1st Thursday) 

5 Sarah Jory. 


SS 
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“8 An Introduction to #* 


MARLIN 


western wear 


MARLIN is now well established as a mail 
order and off-the-peg company and well 
known throughout the country for the 
very good service they give in an 
atmosphere of friendliness, and 


represents the best in Country wear. 
For Full Colour Catalogue, write to:- 
The Willows, Dodds Road, Attleborough, Norfolk, NR172HH Telephone: (0953) 45204¢ 


CIRCLE W WESTERNERS 
Brewer & Baker, Upper Church Lane, 
Tipton. (Saturdays) 


7 Louisiana Hellraisers. 14 Clints 
Collection. 21 Whiskey River. 
28 Hurricane Ridge. 


THE END-OF-THE-TRAIL C.M.C. 
The Farmers Arms, Kempsey 
Common, Kempsey, Nr. Worcester. 
(Alt. Saturdays) 

14 Mick Smith (Award) plus Delta Dawn. 
28 Steve Knight & Pontins Showcase 


WILDWEST C.M.C. 
Compasses Hotel, Wigmore, 
Leominster, Nr. Hereford. 
(Alt. Fridays) 


6 Mark Brown. 20 Paul Rogers. 


THE PONDEROSA C & W.C. 
The Pine Mine, Ipswich Street, 
Stowmarket, Suffolk. (Fridays) 
6 Armadillo. 13 Billy Finnigan & 


Stagecoach. 20 Laurie Peppar Band. 
27T.B.A. 


IPSWICH C & W.C.(Weds) 
Bridge Ward Conservative Club, 
Austin Street, Ipswich. 


11 Brian & Sarah Jory Trio. 18 Steve 
Mitchell Country Band. 25 Ace High. 
29. Western Rodeo Band. 


BORDER PATROL C & W.C. 

c/o The Irish Club, Basildon Road, 
Laindon, Essex. (Weekly) 

6 Brett. 13 Pete Palmer C.B. 20 Ken 
Phillips Band. 27 Tulsa Time. 


WILDWOOD SOUTH C.M.C. 
Millbrook School, Lower Brownhill 
Road, Maybush, Southampton 
(Saturdays) 

7 ‘Tulsa Time’. 14 Dave Bryan Trio. 
21 Lone Star Flyers. 28 Four Wheel 
Drive. 


HIGH PEAK C.M.C. 


Railway Hotel, Bridge Street, Buxton, 


Derbyshire. (Monthly Frids) 
20 Out Of Hand plus Johnny Marks. 
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WOLVERHAMPTON C.M.C. 

The Woodhayes, Blackhalve Lane, 
Wednesfield, Nr. Wolverhampton. 
(Sundays) 

1 Lazy Dog. 8 Stu Page & Remuda. 

15 Shackband. 22 Pinkertons Colours. 
29 Nashville Fever. 


GOLDEN VALLEY.C.M.C. 
Park Hall Ballroom, Wormelow, 
Near Hereford. (Fortnightly) 


7 Raymond Froggatt Band plus Country 
Wine. 21 Al Barrett plus Saddletramps. 


MUSTANG C.M.C. 

The Paddocks, Long Rd, Canvey 
Island, Essex. (Mondays) 

2 Dave Keen Band plus ‘Jackson Queen’. 
9 ‘Spill The Beans’ plus ‘Homer’. 

16 Jody Smith with Blue Ridge Band. 

23 ‘Spellbound’ plus Terry Edwards. 

30 Bob McKinlay and Band plus Lindsey 
St. John Band. 


FORT WORTH C.M.C. 
Woking F.C., Surrey. 
(Fortnightly Fridays) 

13 The Foster Boys. 27 Hobo. 


SILVERADO C.M.C. 
Salisbury Conservative Club, Badger 


"Street, Off Moorgate, Bury. 


(Wednesdays) 


4 Ben Rees Band. 11 Sundown. 18 The 
Foster Boys. 25 Pinkerton’s Colours. 


YORK C.M.C. (Thursdays) 
York City Arms Sports Club. 
Fawcett Street, York. 

5 Jody Smith (Louisiana) with Blue 
Ridge Band (Scotland). 12 West ‘N’ 
Elliot. 19 Sundown. 26 Pale Rider. 


HULL C.M.C. (Fridays) 

(Olivers) 2 Norfolk Street, Beverley 
Road, Hull. 

6 Jolene & Barry. 13 West ‘N’ Elliot. 
20 Dixie & Allon & The Backroom Boys. 
27 John Taylor. 


CHICHESTER C.M.C. 


Various Venues. 


7 Salt Box Band. 13 Mel Hague Band. 
20 Sandy Mac Band. 28 Denver Spur. 
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RUSTLERS C.M.C. (Fridays) 
St. Gregorys Guilds Club, Church 
Street, Farnworth, Lancs. 


6 Dillinger. 13 Randy Blue and 
Deepwater. 20 Foster Boys. 27 The Ben 
Rees Band. 


DIXIES C.M.C. (Fridays) 
Leisure Bowl (Formerly Jollees), 
Princess Suite, Longton, 
Stoke-on-Trent. 

6 Nashville Fever. 13 No Show. 
20 Harvey. 27 No Show. 


LAZYACRE C.M.C. 
S.H.A. Hospital Club, Race Course 
Lane, Shrewsbury. (Fortnightly) 


2 Maggie & Tennessee Express, Alan 
Williams, Tony Best. 16 No Club. 30 
West Virginia, Alan West Duo, Tony 
Best. 


CON’S COUNTRY (Saturdays) 
Conservative Club, Kings Road, 
Immingham, Sth. Humberside. 


7 West ‘N’ Elliot. 14 Keith Manifold Trio. 
21 Stonecreek. 28 Sundown. 


FOUR ON THE FLOOR(Tuesdays) 
Hounslow F.C., Denbigh Rd., 
Hounslow, Middlesex. 

3 Frank Jennings Syndicate. 10 Foster 
Boys. 17 Julie Bye Band. 24 Tony 
Collins & Bakersfield. 31 Dixie & Allon 
& The Backroom Boys. 


COLCHESTER C.M.C. 
Woods Leisure Centre, 
(1st & 3rd Thursday) 


5 Frank Jennings & Syndicate. 
19 16th Anniversary Night: Ben Rees 
Band plus Kelvin Henderson Duo. 


BIDDS C.M.C. (Weekly) 
Sutherland Rd., Longton, 
Stoke On Trent, Staffs. 


7 Wells Fargo. 14 Ken Harris & Station 


Break plus Jim Ryder. 21 Pinkertons 
Colours. 28 Joe Piper & Country 
Courage. 


H.L.C. C.M.C. 

Harrogate Leisure Centre, 
Beech Avenue (Off Leeds Road) 
Harrogate. (1st Friday) 


6 The Rogue Band. 


TUCSON C.M.C. (Mondays) 
The Berry Suite, Abbey Lane, 
Edinburgh 


2 Mel Hague Band. 9 Maggie & 


Tennessee Express plus Gary Roberts. 


16 Bobbie & Nashville Pride. 23 Jim 


Innes & The Sundowners. 30 Poacher. 


LINCOLN CITY FOOTBALL CLUB 
NEW STAND. 
29 SPILL THE BEANS 
plus SUPPORT 
For more details Tel. (0673) 62391 


STABLES C.M.C. 


Bond End, Knaresborough, N.Yorks. 
(Alt. Sats.) 


7 Jolene & Barry. 21 Dixie & Allon 


DOUBLEBC.M.C. (Tuesdays) 
Community Centre, Studley Green, 
Nr. Stoken Church, Bucks. 


3 Pinkertons Colours. 10 Billy Finnigan 
& Stage Coach. 17 Johnny Carter & 
H/Ridge. 24 Nashville Fever. 31 Sarah 
& Tony. 


SOUTHERN STAR C & W CLUB. 
Europa Lounge, New Road, Ayr. 
(Wednesdays) 

4 Vision Country. 11 Caro! Silver. 
18 Legend. 25 Stu Page & Remuda. 


GLASGOW’S GRAND OLE OPRY 
2/4 Govan Road, Paisley Road Toll, 
6 Gerry Ford plus Buzzard Creek. 7 Mel 
Hague Band. 8 Alamo. 13 Kentucky 
Bourbon. 14 Country Dawn. 15 Carol 
Silver Band. 20 Gambler. 21 Nebraska. 
22 Route 65. 27 Bakersfield. 28 Scots 
Country Comfort. 29 Poacher. 


TISH COUNTRY 
VENU 


ABERDEEN C & W.C. 
Eagles Nightclub, 120 Union Street, 
Aberdeen. (Tuesdays) 


3 John C King Band plus Me! Hague 
Band. 10 Dixie & Allon & The Backroom 
band. 17 Bobbie & Nashville Pride. 

24 Manson Grant & The Dynamos plus 
Jolene & Barry. 31 Gerry Ford & Buzzard 
Creek. 


BRIDGEND RECREATION CENTRE 
Bridgend 
6 Foster Boys. 


DOUBLE K C.M.C. 

Hotel Embassy, Newbridge, 
Dumfries. (Monthly) 

Stu Page & Remuda. 
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CLUB SECRETARIES 


Are you selling Britain's 
fastest growing country 
publication in your club? 


COUNTRY MUSIC 


ROUND UP 
For details of 
special club rates 


(0522) 41546 


GO COUNTRY CLUB 

Glaxo Sports & Social Club, Harmire 
Road, Barnard Castle, Co-Durham. 
1 (May Bank Holiday Special) Carolina. 


INVERNESSC&W.C. (Tuesdavs) 
The Park Suite, Inverness Ice Centre. 
3 Jody Smith & The Blue Ridge Band. 
10 Gerry Ford & Buzzard Creek plus Gary 
Roberts. 17 Silver Dollar plus Mike 
Devine. 24 Ruby Rendall and Band. 

31 Colorado. 


BORDER BADLANDS C.M.C. 
Auld Smiddy, Gretna Green. 
(1st Sunday) 


1 Dixie and Allon 


BORDER C.M.C. (2nd Tuesday) 
Black & Gold S.C., Shielfield Park, 
Tweedmouth, Berwick-On-Tweed. 


10 Collier Dixon Line. 


WHITE HORSE C & W.C. 
Salt Coats, Ayshire. 


Dates T.B.A. 


SUE TONY AND MAC 
SPILL THE BEANS 


>) —— 0724 783818 —— ©) 


